Bashir affirms Halalb claim 

KHARTOUM (R) —The Sudanese bead of state has reaffirmed Sudan's 
daan to Habib twawde, a border area which is also claimed by Egypt. 
Lieutenant-General Omar Hessan Ai Bashir, chai r ma n of the military 
cooncB wtriefa rules Sudan, said Halaib was MX) per cent Sudanese and 
Sudan never relinquish any indb of territory. He was speaking zu a rally in 
the eastern state of Sinkat and was quoted by the official news agency 
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year. Last month Sudan complained to the United Nations that Egypt bad 
■ icst-dtiO troops there. Sudan administered the area front 1899 until last 
year but Cairo says it was always tmder Egyptian sovereignty. Gen. Bashir 
also loW the rally Sudan would not abandon its IsJamisation programme 
whatever pressures it comes under. He said the “new world order" and 
wh^t he called fabricated allegations of human rights violations in Sudan 
were designed to stop an Islamic revival. Gen. Bashir's government 
imposed Islamic law on Jan. 1, 1991. Three months later it passed a new 
legal code derived almost entirely front Sharia law. 
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Russia urges Palestinians not to quit talks 

TUNIS (AP) — A senior Russian diplomat has urged the Palestinians not 
to boycott Middle East peace talks because of Israel’s expulsion of some 
400 Palestinians, diplomatic sources said Wednesday. The diplomats said 
Viktor Posuvaluk, head of the African and Middle East Department at 
Uw Russian Foreign Ministry , told Palestine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) Chairman Yasser Arafat and other PLO officials that the 
Palestinians should deal with the peace talks and the evictee problem as 
two separate issues. Palestinians said the suggestion was not accepted. 
The diplomats, who insisted they not be named, said Mr. Arafat in turn 
urged the Russian government to “exert more effort with the United 
States and Israel for a solution to the evictees' issue." Russia is a 
co-sponsor with the United States of the Arab- Israeli negotiations 
launched m October 1991. The Palestinians have announced that they are 
suspending their participation in the talks until Israel returns the evictees 
to their homes in the occupied West Bank and Gaza Strip. Mr. Posuvaluk, 
a former ambassador to Iraq, met with Mr. Arafat twice after his arrival 
here Sunday and held separate discussions with PLO Executive Commit- 
tee members Mahmoud Abbas and Yasser Abed Rabbo. 
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Izetbegovic, Boban 

/. order ceasefire 

} GENEVA (AP) — Leaders of 
Bosnian Mnsiiins and Bosnian 
Croats ordered an immediate 
/ ceasefire between their forces 
Wednesday. Bosnian President 
V AJija Izetbegovic and Croat lead- 
er Male Boban issued a joint 
statement after a day of talks in 
Geneva even as the Muslim-led 
government of Bo$nia- 
fferzegovina said Serb attacks in 
eastern Bosria threaten to under- 
mine overall Geneva peace talks. 
Internatwnal mediators diverted 
themselves from their peace plan 
Wednesday to try to case tensions 
between Muslims and Croats in 
r (be central part of the country, a 
spokesman said (see carter stay 
m page 8) 

Mrs. Hoxha gets 9 
years in {ail 

TIRANA, Albania (AP) — A 
court on Wednesday sentenced 
fire 72-year-old widow of former 
dictator Enver Hoxha to nine 
years in jail for c orr up t i on during 
foe dosing years of comnnnrist 
foie. Prosecutor Teodor Mosco 
bad demanded a 14-year sentence 
for Nexhmije Hoxha, the first 
member of Albania's former 
yomm unist elite to face trial. But 
tire widow tokl the court Tuesday 
(hat such a jail term would be 
"absurd and equal to a death 
I sentence.” Tty; maximum allow- 
able sentence was 25 years or 
death. The minimum was seven 
years. Mrs. Hoxha was charged 
with misusing more than 750,000 
feks, the equivalent of $75,000, in 
State funds between her hus- 
band's death m 1985 and the 
collapse of l» regime in 1990. 
Kino Buxheit, 39, who headed 
fire communist government agei £ 
ey that provided special funds and 
services to higManlcfog commun- 
ists and their families, was sent- 
enced to four years in prison on 
the same charge. 

Algerian forces 
detain 84 

ALGIERS (R) — Algerian 
security forces arrested 84 sus- 
pected Muslim fundamentalists 
Monday and Tuesday and seized 
guns, bombs and ammunition, 
gendarmerie headquarters said 
Wednesday. The suspects were 
seized “by security forces operat- 
ing in the framework of the anti- 
terrorist struggle,” the paramilit- 
ary gendarmerie, quoted by the 
official news agency APS, said. 
They were arrested in Bordj Bon 
Aireridj, 170 kilometres south- 
east of Algiers. The area is just 
Outside a swathe of territory in- 
cluding -the capital that is under 
indefinite night curfew. Among 
weapons seized were 15 automa- 
tic pistols and six hunting rifles. 
More than 320 people have been 
detained this month. At least 
1300 were arrested in the last 
three months of 1992. 

Babel Jeers at 
Turkish premier 

BAGHDAD (R) — An Iraqi 
news paper jeered at Turkish 
Prime Munster Suleyman De- 
mire] <sn Wednesday and branded 
him “a dog.” Babel said in a 
front-page headline topping a 
story on Mr. Demi refs visit to 
Saqtfi Arabia “the Turkish dog 
strives in Riyadh.” Mr. Demirel 
fa on a tom of Arab Gulf coun- 
tries financial assistance 

and dscussing the Iraq situation. 
Iraq*^ official press stepped up 
Stacks on Mr. Demirel following 
fwo raids by U.S. warplanes 
based in southern Turkey on 
radar, and missile sites in the 
wwthern “no-fly” zone set up by 
fi* Western a itfies. 

Israel will not 
demand foreigners 
pass AIDS tests- 

TEL AVIV (R) — Israel has 
re ver se d a ruling that would have 
Squired foreigners m the country 
for name than three months to 
pass an AIDS test or fact expul- 
sion, an interior ministry spokes- 
woman said Wednesday. The rul- 
M, which was to have gone into 
effect this month, sparked a row 
m Israel when it was announced 
hi November. Under the rale, 
foreigners who wanted to stay 
more than three months and who 
Bested positive for die HIV vims 
which causes AIDS would be 
forced -to return borne. The 
spokeswoman said the interior, 
health and immigra tion ministers 
had agreed not to require AIDS 
testing of tourists who want to 
longer. than three months. 


Israeli ruling on 
evictees due today 

Rabin defends decision; U.S. signals rejection 
of U. N. move towards sanctions against Israel 


Combined agency despatches 

ON THE EVE of a critical high 
court ruling, Israeli Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Rabin claimed 
Wednesday Ins expulsion of more 
than 400 rafestnuans was having 
“positive results” that would 
vindicate the action. 

The seven-judge panel was to 
issue a ruling at about 9 a.m. 
Thursday on the legality' of the 
Dec. 17 expulsion. 

If the court rules against the 
expulsions, the government 
would have no apparent choice 
but to repatriate the Palestinians 
from their tent camp in Lebanon, 
effectively ending the crisis and 
heading off posable U.N. penal- 
ties. 

Israeli newspapers have re- 
ported that some cabinet minis- 
ters, dismayed at the' way the 
affair h»« boome ranged a gainst 
Israel in world opinion, are hop- 
ing the court will rale the expul- 
sions Illegal and give Israel a 
face-saving way out of the tangle. 

Mr. Rabin, however, insisted 
be did the right thing. 

“I am convinced that the gov- 
ernment’s decision to temporarily 
remove the inciters, the leaders, 
the organisers of Hamas actions, 
was a correct decision,” he told 
reporters. 

Hamas and Mamie Jihad are 
the ftmdamentalist movements 
Mamed for a wave of deadly 


attacks >in Israeli troopers that 
ostensibly provoked the expul- 
sions. 

“I already see it has had posi- 
tive results on the ground,” said 
Mr. Rabin. “We took a step that 
is being criticised today ... but in 
the medium and long term it was 
a correct decision.” 

He would not spell out the 
“positive results.” He could have 
been ref er ri n g to an apparent 
drop m fundamentalist attacks, or 
to Israel's conviction that by 
cracking down on the militants 
who oppose the peace process, it 
is strengthening Palestinian mod- 
erates who want to negotiate a 
settlement. 

However, the Palestinians have 
said they will boycott the U.S.- 
sponsored talks until the evictees 
are allowed home. 

The expulsion also htis given 
publicity to Hamas since the evic- 
tees are regularly interviewed i'n 
their camp, where they are 
stranded by Lebanon’s refusal to 
accept them permanently in the 
country. 

The high court is to rule on 
appeals from Israeli civil rights 
advocates and families of evictees 
who argue that the hurried expul- 
sion sidestepped legal procedure. 

The government has responded 
that it has upheld the law by, 
giving the evictees the right to 
appeal from Lebantih and that 
security conside ra tio ns necessi- 


Expellees to observe 
protest hunger-strike 


MART AL ZOHOUR (Agen- 
cies) • — Nearly 400 Palestinian 
evictees stranded in South Leba- 
non decided to go on a 24-hour 
hunger strike to protest Israeli 
“kflhng of our children and des- 
truction of our homes,” their 
spokesman said Wednesday. 

Gaza physician Abdul Aziz 
Rantisi also accused the United 
States of “attempting to get Israel 
off the book” by proposing a 
settlement for the evictees’ ordeal 
through diplomatic efforts, out- 
side the framework of the U.N. 
Security Council. 

Dr. Rantisi, talking to repor- 
ters at the evictees’ camp, said 
Washington was "trying to rescue 
Israel at a time U.N. Secretary 
General Boutros Ghali is trying 
to rescue the credibility of the 
U.N. Security Council.” 

Dr. Ghali had threatened to 
impose sanctions on Israel for its 


refusal to comply with Security 
Council Resolution 799, which 
calls for the immediate and un- 
conditional return of the evictees 
to their homes hi the occupied 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

• “The United States is attemp- 
ting to get Israel off the book and 
also is trying to get itself off the 
hook. America is embarrassed be- 
cause it supports imposing sanc- 
tions on Kraqand avoids corner- 
ing Israel,” Dr. Rantisi said. 

He said Israeli troops were 
killing Palestinian children in the 
occupied territories and des- 
troying the homes of Palestinians 
accused of supporting the fun- 
damentalist Muslim Ha mas and 
Islamic Jihad movements. 

“In solidarity with our people 
in the occupied territories and to 
protest against the Zionist 

(Continued on page 5) 


fated the immediate expulsion. 

The defence ministry con- 
firmed a newspaper report 
Wednesday that mobile tele- 
phones may be distributed to the 
evictees so that they can talk to 
their lawyers. 

But a spokesman for the evic- 
tees, Dr. Abdul Aziz Rantisi, has 
rated out appeals, insisting that 
the men be returned as deman- 
ded by a unanimous U.N. Secur- 
ity Council resolution on Dec. 18. 

U.N. Secretary-General Bout- 
ros Ghali, in a report released 
Tuesday, said Israel’s defiance of 
the resolution “challenges the au- 
thority of the Security Council.” 

He recommended the council 
do whatever necessary to enforce 
its decision. This raised the spec- 
ter of sanctions, although Israeli 
officials appear confident the Un- 
ited States will Mode such a step. 

In an effort to assuage world 
censure, Israel has repatriated 14 
men expelled in error, hospital- 
ised five more and allowed the 
Red Cross to reach the tent camp 
through Israeli lines. 

But Dr. Ghali’s report indi- 
cated that “humanitarian” ges- 
tures were no substitute for full 
compliance with the resolution. 

Mbr. Rabin complained in pub- 
lic that the report was one-sided 
because it aid not mention 
Palestinians acts of violence. He 

(Confined on page 5) 


Israelis 
kill Gazan 

JERUSALEM (R) — Israeli 
troops shot dead a Palestinian in 
the occupied Gaza Strip Wednes- 
day, military sources said. 

The man, Omar Hanris AI 
Ghola, 29, was the 1,000th Palesti- 
nian killed by Israelis since the 
start of the Palestinian revolt in 
December 1967 according to an 
unofficial Reuter count. 

The sources said troops on searches in 
Gaza City gave chase when 
three Palestinians fled on sighting 
soldiers. Troops shot and fatally 
wounded Ghola when he took 
out a pistol, the sources said, and 
a hand grenade was found on his 
bodyl 

Pales ti n i a n s said Ghola com- 
manded a military unit of the 
Islamic Jihad in Gaza. Military 
sources said he was wanted by 
Israeli security forces. They did 
not say why. 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — Un- 
ited Nations experts inspected 
nuclear and missile sites, des- 
troyed chemicals and took aerial 
photographs Wednesday, saying 
their first mission of the Clinton 
presidency was proceeding with- 
out hindrance. 

The nuclear and ballistic ex- 
perts were conducting a second 
day of inspections, a process 
which includes talks on long-term 
monitoring to stop Iraq rebuild- 
ing weapons of mass destruction. 

President Saddam Hussein, 
meanwhile, held his fifth meeting 
in four days with senior military 
officials, particularly the chief of 
his air force and air defences and 
pilots. 

“We have been able to do 
everything we wanted to do so 
Ear,” Douglas Engjund, of the 
U.N. special commission im- 
plementing the 1991 Gulf war 
ceasefire resolution, told Reu- 
ters. 

“It's just kind of incremental. 
Getting on with it.” 

Mr. England is eoonttnatmg 
the work in Baghdad of the spe- 
cial commission which is ensuring 
that Iraq”s weapons of mass des- 
truction are efimmztedL 

The. inspections are the first 
test of Iraq's compliance with 
Security Council resolutions since 
the arrival of Mr. Clinton at the 


White House on January 20. 

Iraq has had a series of stan- 
doffs with U.N. teams disman- 
tling its weapons of mass destruc- 
tion. 

An Iraqi ban on U.N. flights 
delayed the return of U.N. staff 
after their Christmas and New 
Year break by two weeks. 

But the head of the U.N. aerial 
inspection team told reporters be 
had had no problems since re- 
turning last week. 

Mr. Englund, commenting on 
the destruction of chemical 
weapons at Mutbana 130 
kilometres north-west of Bagh- 
dad, said members of the team 
felt good about the way the op- 
eration was going. 

■ Maurizfo ZHferero, head of the 
nuclear team, inspected sites in 
and around Baghdad. 

He and Nikita Smidoriich, 
head of a ballistics team, both say 
they are talking to their Iraqi 
counterparts about long-term 
monitoring. “It's part of our ex- 
change of views," Mr. ZHfcrcro 
said Wednesday- 

State radio reported that Presi- 
dent Saddam had talks Wednes- 
day with Air Marshal Muzatdm 
Stub AI Hassan and other senior 
mili tary Officials. 

Newspapers and television 
have green prominence to these 
meetings, which have been 


attended by Iraqi pilots and air 
.defence commanders. 

Iraq declared a goodwill cease- 
fire for Bin Clinton’s inaugura- 
tion as U.S. president and railed 
for dialogue on “no-fly” zones 
dosing off its northern and south- 
ern skies and a U.N. embargo in 
force since its August 1990 inva- 
sion of Kuwait. 

The declaration followed four 
days of U.S.-led air and missile 
strikes winch lolled at least 46 
people in the final days of the 
Bush administration. 

Iraq has denounced the “no- 
fly” zones as illegal, saying they 
have no U.N. backing. 

U.S. planes fired missiles of 
dropped bombs there in the first 
few days of the Clinton pres- 
. idcncy, saying Iraqi air defences 
locked radar onto them ' or 
opened fire. Iraq said the attacks 
were unprovoked. 

There have been no such inci- 
dents since the U.N. teams ar- 
rived. 

Iraq’s rating Baath Party news- 
paper, AI Thawra, meanwhile, 
welcomed the arrival- of a group 
of Russian nationalists, including 
some in paramilitary dress, as a 
sign of hope that ties with Mos- 
cow could be rebuilt. 

Ties between Iraq and Moscow 

(Continued on page 5) 



Government defers deadline for 
enforcement of firearms rules 


By Aymaa AI Safadi 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The government 
Wednesday postponed the imple- 
mentation of new regulations on 
the possession of firearms until it 
discusses the issue with the Admi- 
nistrative Committee of the Low- 
er House of Parliament. 

Ending a House debate of 
whether to put on the floor the 
Public Freedoms Committee's re- 
commendation to delay the im- 
plementation of the regulations. 
Prime Minister Sharif Zeid.Ben 
Sbakef said the government was 
halting the implementation of the 
new rules until it discusses the 
matter with the committee. 

The public Freedoms Commit- 
tee had recommended that the 
government do not carry out its 
decision to collect automatic 
weapons from citizens until it 
discussed and agreed with the 
government on “suitable mea- 


sures on it” 

The committee recommenda- 
tion was supported by 35 deputies 
whose written request fortfreez- 
ing the enforcement of the reg- 
ulations until the House holds a 
special session to debate them 
was referred to the Administra- 
tion Committee. 

In arguing their case, deputies 
opposed to the regulation said 
that the government should 
seriously consider their demands 
because they echo the wishes of 
the people. 

Deputy Abdul Aziz Jaber 
claimed that ttie government had 
asked the citizens to aim them- 
selves during the Gulf crisis and 
should not disarm them now. The 
deputies’ claim could not be sub- 
stantiated and there were no re- 
ports that the government had 
made such a request. 

Reminding deputies of the ille- 
gality of the possession of arms, 
Sharif Zeid expressed surprise 


■that deputies raised the matter 
five days before die end of the 
deadline by which citizens are 
required to turn in their illegal 
weapons. 

'To ensure that nothing can 
mar the security of the country,” 
the government on Nov. 30 set 
new regulations for the posses- 
sion of firearms in the country. 

While it banned adze ns from 
keeping automatic weapons, the 
government said it would license 
revolvers and hunting rifles. The 
government instructed citizens to 
hand in their unlicensed automa- 
tic weapons to police stations 
virile it ordered others who have 
legal permission to own them to 
await further instructions. Li- 
cences for “carrying” revolvers 
were repealed by the new regula- 
tions. Citizens who do not comply 
with the new regulation by the 
Jan. 31* deadline will be prose- 

(Continued on page 5) 


Deputies 
call for 
obligatory 
suffrage 

By Ayman AI Safadi 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Nineteen deputies 
Wednesday proposed that voting 
in parliamentary elections be- 
come mandatory for all eligible 
citizens as the House asked the' 
government to amend the elec- 
toral law of 1986 to give 18-year- 
old Jordanians the right to vote. ■ 
In a written request submitted 
to Speaker Abdul Latif Arabiyat, 
the deputies also proposed that 
the House ask the government to 
devise punitive measures against 
eligible voters who do not exer- 
cise their right to vote. 

Labour Minister and Deputy 
Abdul Karim AI Kabariti, who 
championed the proposal, said 
voting was obligatory in many! 
countries and his proposal did not 
conflict with constitutional 
guarantees to protect personal 
freedoms of citizens. 

Referring to voting as a 
“national duty,’* Mr. Kabariti* 
said that in making the request, 
he was echoing His Majesty King 
Hussein's call on Jonfaouns to 
exercise their right to vote. 

During a meeting with Jorda- 
nian journalists Tuesday, King 
Hussein said that parliamentary 
elections, scheduled for Novem- 
ber this year, will not be delayed. 
He called on all citizens to exer- 
cise their right. 

The deputies made their re- 
quest in accordance with the Con- 
stitution, which says that 10 de- 
puties or more can put forward to 
tiro House proposals for new 
laws. If the request is supported 
by a majority of deputies, the 
government will be asked to draft 
the proposed legislation. 

Eadosmg the recommendation 
of its Judiciary Committee, tiro 

(Continued on page 5) 


Jordan and donors meet in Paris today 


U.N.teams report no problems; 
Saddam meets air force brass 


By P. V. Vfrekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 
AMMAN — Jordan and a group 
of 24 donor countries open talks 
in Paris Thursday on the King- 
dom's quest to secure interna- 
tional assistance to plug a pro- 
jected gap of about $350 million 
in its balance of payments in fiscal 
year 1993. 

The Jordanian team, headed 
by Finance Minister Basel Jar- 
daneh, and including Central 
Bank of Jordan (CBJ) Deputy 
Governor Michel Marto and 
several senior officials, left for 
Paris Wednesday. 

Following the three-day World 
Bank-organised meeting, in the 
French capital, the - delegation 
would proceed to London for a 
fresh round- of negotiations with 
Jordan’s commercial creditors 
grouped in the London Chib on 
rescheduling the Kingdom’s debts 
to banks and financial institu- 
tions. 

Diplomats and officials here 
meanwhile; discounted a report* 
from Paris that Jordan was seek- 


ing up to $750 million from tiro 
donor countries during the meet- 
ings which begin Thursday. 

“It is an unrealistic figure," 
said a western diplomat dosely 
familiar with Jordan's economy 
and its efforts at economic res- 
tructuring in line with a program- 
me agreed to with the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund (IMF). 

“Jordan is arming for up to 
$400 million in assistance, and 
there is no telling whether this 
would be met by foe donor coun- 
tries in direct cash aid,” said the 
diplomat, noting that the fiscal 
budget of tiro Kingdom projected 
$350 million in actual shortfall in 
the balance of payments after 
expected foreign grants. 

. “Some of the pledges may 
come- in th form of financing for 
essential development projects or 
even export credits which will 
free foreign exchange for the 
Kingdom to use for adjusting tiro 
balance of payment,” the diplo- 
mat added. “The World Bank 
and the IMF approve of such an 
approach.” 


A report from Paris said that Jor- 
dan was seeking $1.5 billion in aid 
from donors. The report quoted 
sources as saying that Jordan hopes 
that half of it would be pledged in 
Paris while the other hair would come 
in the form of rescheduled debt re- 
payments to the Paris Chib of creditor 
governments due after mid- 1 993. 

Under an agreement reached last 
year, Jordan rescheduled debts owed 
to Paris Chib members until mid- 1 993 
for 15 to 20 yean. 

The Kingdom’s total foreign debts 
are around $6.8 billion; about $4 
billion is owed to the Paris Club, 
around $1.1 billion to the London 
Chib and the rest to former East bloc 
countries and Arab and international 
fends. 

At the Paris meeting, diplomats 
say, the success that Jordan achieved 
in salvaging its economy in the past 
four years in line with IMF guidelines 
and conditions, and the growth it 
registered, could be used against the 
Kingdom’s quest for aid. “For all 
technical purposes. Jordan's economy 
’is doing well as could be judged from 
the economic growth figures," noted 
another European diplomat. 
“Perhaps the strongest argument Jor- 
dan has to counter an approach that it 


does not really help since its economy 
did well in 1991 and 1992 is that the 
growth represented expatriate savings 
brought in after the Gulf crisis and 
was a one-time shot in the arm.” 

The Paris meeting will bring 
together the group of seven indus- 
trialised countries, several European 
nations. Japan, the IMF and the 
World Bank as wen as various Arab 
funds and international agencies. 

Despite conflicting arguments, di- 
plomats as well as local analysts be- 
lieve Jordan will not face a real 
problem in Paris to raise the sought- 
fbr $350 million. 

Mr. Jardaneh's talks with the Lon- 
don Chib follow die submission of a 
new Jordanian proposal for settling/ 
rescheduling the Kingdom's commer- 
cial debts. 

After several rounds of talks and 
exchange of proposals, Jordan is 
holding out for better-than-offered 
terms from the London Club. 

Few details are available on the 
new proposal Jordan has forwarded 
to the commercial creditors, but it is 
known to involve debt conversion 
into investments and holdings in 
Jordanian dinars, partial write-off in- 
terest and partial debt buy-back at 
discounted terms. 


Russia may veto further 
American attacks on Iraq 


Algerian newspaper lists 
‘Islamist camps in Sudan’ 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — Vice- 
President Alexander Rutskoi said 
Wednesday Russia was ready to 
use its veto power in the U-N. 
Security Council to halt “ill- 
conceived” American attacks on 
Iraq, a news agency reporterd. 

Mr. Rutskoi 's criticism was 
among the harshest yet by a 
Russian leader 'and was at odds 
with the Hoe taken by President 
Boris Yeltsin. The vice-president 
often has differed with Mr. Yelt- 
sin, and his comment* reflected 
hard-line ^ pressure on; the presi- 
dent to oppose die U.S. actions. 

The United Nations must “not 
'allow the U.S.A. to act in this 
way on its own win,” Mr. Rutskoi 
told the Interfax news agency. 

Ml - . Rutskoi said Russia was 
prepared to use its “possibilities” 
as a veto-wielding member of the 
Security Council to prevent farth- 
er raids. 

“I am against the tactics of 
force against Iraq being em- 
ployed by the United States,** the 
vice-president told Interfax. 

Several Russian officials and 


lawmakers stepped up their critic- 
ism of the U.S. raids following an 
attack on Baghdad this 'month. 
The Foreign Ministry later de- 
manded a U.N. review of the 
U.S. action. 

Mr. Rntskoi criticised the “dis- 
proportionate and sometimes ill- 
conceived deployment of the 
U.S. military.’' He accused the 
United States pf claiming U.N. 
permission for the raids while 
acting almost unilaterally. 

“The United States, which is 
currently recognising Russia as a 
world power, should at least con- 
sult her about such actions.” Mr. 
Rutskoi told Interfax. 

“This does not mean two hours 
before the commencement of 
some military "action, but within 
the. procedure set down by the 
U.N. Security Council or within 
tihe framework of bilateral con- 
sultations,” the vice-president 
said. 

The arrival of paramilitary 
Russian volunteers in Baghdad 

(Continued on page 5) 


ALGIERS (R) — An Algerian 
newspaper Wednesday named 10 
camps in Sudan where it said 
Muslim fundamentalists from 
Algeria, Egypt, Tunis, Somalia, 
Mali and Morocco were being 
“trained to kill.” 

An Arab country's intelligence 
services provided the data, Le 
Journal said, without naming it. 

Sudan has denied charges that 
it trains fundamentalists to take 
part in destabilising Arab coun- 
tries with the aim of turning them 
into Islamic states. 

Cairo has accused Khartoum of 
acting as surrogate for Iran in an 
effort to spread fundamentalism, 
while Algiers has reduced its links 
with Tehran to a symbolic level. 
Both Egypt and Algeria have 
been shaken by attacks blamed 
on fundamentalists. 

Tunisian President Zine AI 
Abidine Ben AH bas also accused 
Khartoum of training and sup- 
porting activists. 

Le Journal said the camps, 
some of which wens used to tram 
Sudan’s people's defence militia. 


had been under the control of a 
special department in the offices 
of Sudan's Islamic leader Hassan 
Tourabi since February 1990. 

The offices were near Egypt’s 
embassy in Khartoum, it said. 

It named the camps as: 
Sowaya, near Khartoum, Dank- 
ola in the north, Khartoum- 
Bahri, Iklim AI Awsat. Jedid AI 
Hac, an annex of Knrdi military 
prison, Abourakm near Kassala, 
Um Barbaita, south of AI Fasher, 
Wad-Medani, Bilal in Port 
Sudan, and one in Omdmman. 

Spme 300 fundamentalists, in- 
cluding Algerians, Tunisians and 
Egyptians, were based at 
Khartoum-Bahri which was 
headed by a Captain Mohammad 
Abdul Hafiz, the newspaper said. 

Yemeni, Moroccan, Somali, 
Kenyan- and MaHan activists were 
based in Iklim AI Awsat under a 
Colonel Suleiman Mohammad 
Suleiman, Le Journal said. 

P&festimam belonging to the 
Hamas and Mamie Jihad groups 
were training at Jedid AI Hac, 
said Le Journal. 
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Political honeymoon is over 
for Lebanon’s government 


MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 


BErRUT (R) — Mounting critic- 
ism and rows have ended a three- 
month political honeymoon for 
Prime Minister Rafik Al Hariri in 
his drive to resurrect Lebanon 
from 15 years of civil war. 

A much-needed massive infu- 
sion of Arab aid to rebuild the 
country has failed to arrive. 

The unrest is buffeting the 
Hariri administration despite 
strong international and domestic 
support for its refusal to accept < 
415 Palestinians expelled by 
Israel nearly six weeks ago. 

But its success on this single 
issue has failed to silence many 
Lebanese who hailed the appoint- 
ment in October of the 48-year- 
old billionaire to his first political 
post as their best hope. 

Diplomats warned at the time 
that popular hopes Mr. Hariri 
would swiftly work miracles were 
unrealistic and bound to be 
dashed. 

Three months later, many 
Lebanese are disappointed and 
tbeir hopes for a quick recovery 
are in tatters. 

“When Hariri was appointed 
premier, we thought he would 
work wonders," said Nabil 

Luxury goods 
go under 
the counter 
in Iraq 

By Jane Arraf 

Reuters 

BAGHDAD — The shop 
owner reached under the coun- 
ter and pulled out a luxury 
import he is forbidden to sell. 

“I could be fined for selling 
this,” he said, holding a pack- 
age of strawberry chewing gum 
whose price is now equivalent 
to what some Iraqis earn in a 
day. 

Consumer goods from candy 
to coffee have gone under the 
counter and soared in price a 
month after the Iraqi govern- 
ment banned a long list of 
luxury imports to conserve 
foreign currency. 

Officials say the ban, which 
listed more than 100 imported 
items forbidden for sale from 
Dec. 10, is working. 

But there are signs the gov- 
ernment is backing off. 

An increasing number of 
items appear to be dropping 
off the original blacklist. Offi- 
cial newspapers reported Tues- 
day the cabinet had agreed to 
cancel the ban on computers, < 
which it said were as important 
as food. 

And despite official denials 
of a black market, most ban- j 
ned goods are still available, 
but at sharply higher prices. , 

However, corner stores j 

which overflowed with goods « 

from all over the world before 
U.N. sanctions were imposed , 

after Iraq's 1990 invasion of | 

Kuwait now appear almost j 

empty. 

Shelves hold locally made , 
products and a few imports 
such as canned meat which are | 
tolerated by roving govern- , 

menl inspectors despite a ban , 
on tinned goods. | 

Businessmen said the ban 
was also aimed at equalising , 
the obvious disparity between 
rich and poor in post-war Iraq. 

"This place used to have all 
kinds of cakes and pastries." , 

complained an Iraqi profes- 
sional in a popular coffee shop | 

which now serves little but 
coffee. j 

But. said one merchant: "It 
is difficult to see someone eat- 
ing cake when you cannot 
afford bread." 

Instant coffee, formerly a J 

middle class staple, is now a 
prized commodity rarely avail- , 

able at any price. , 


Fakhani, a Beirut supermarket 
manager. 

“But despite having bis own 
way for three months now, we 
still suffer from heavy rationing 
of electricity and drinking water 
and the telephones still barely 
work. What went wrong?" 

Businessman Mohammad 
Ismail said many people felt Mr. 
Hariri should be given more time 
but there were signs he was nra- 
• ning into problems in his plans to 
end the social and economic rot. 

“More time is needed but the 
recent rows between Hariri and 
other officials and the slowness in 
the attempts to reform the gov- 
ernment administration are not 
encouraging," Mr. Ismail said. 

Mr. Hariri had a row last week 
with President Elias Hrawi over 
naming several senior civil ser- 
vants. It ended with the prime 
minister getting his way but it 
caused further appointments to 
be delayed. 

Appointing new civil servants 
is seen by Mr. Hariri as the key to 
reforming the corrupt and ineffi- 
cient administration, which is vit- 
al to reviving the economy and 
encouraging investment and aid. 


“Hariri’s confrontation with 
Hrawi indicates the honeymoon 
is over," said a minister’s aide, 
who declined fo be named. “The 
businessman (Hariri) now has to 
play politics and avoid turning the 
politicians against him.’* 

The dearest sign of economic 
recovery after Mr. Hariri came to 
power was in the foreign ex- 
change market. The Lebanese 
pound rose from around 2,400 to 
the dollar in September to 1,825 
last week. 

But the euphoria has subsided. 
Bankers say the pound is coming 
under increasing pressure, requir- 
ing intervention by the central 
bank which has sold about $100 
million in recent weeks. 

“The reports of political rifts 
and the failure to improve ser- 
vices have pushed people into 
caution," said banker Sami 
Na'amani. “Caution means a 
very slow shift back to the dol- 
lar." 

Plans to rebuild Beirut, once 
the financial capita] of the Middle 
East and a tourist hub, have also 
caused Mr. Hariri problems. 

A parliamentary committee 
Tuesday scrapped a plan to re- 



Rafik Hariri 

build Beirut's southern suburb 
largely with private investment 
after fierce criticism by the pro- 
Iranian Hizbollah group. 

Plans to rebuild the war- 
ravaged downtown of Beirut are 
still on track with committees 
surveying the area to set a price 
for the land before a real estate 
company is established to re- 
build. 

But the operation has come 
under fire from some landowners 
and parliamentarians as being too 
closely linked to Mr. Hariri. 

“Hariri gave himself until 
spring to start things going.” the 
ministerial aide said. “We are 
willing to give him until then. But 
if there are no breakthroughs, 
he’ll be in trouble." 
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While food and essential items are freely categorised as ‘luxury’ have gone under the counter 

available is the Iraqi market at high prices, items following the enactment of a new law (AFP photo) 


A package of diewing gum 
which sold for one dinar, worth 
about three cents at the widely- 
used black market rate, now 
costs seven times that much — 
about a day's pay for some 
workers. 

Diplomats said the ban 
could have political advantages 
for the government. It could, 
they said, present the appear- 


ance of quick economic recov- 
ery by bringing out stored 
goods any time it pleased. 

The ban and currency 
crunch have left a huge duty- 
free shop -on the outskirts of 
Baghdad stocked with an odd 
assortment of left-overs. 

Display cases once jammed 
with cosmetics and electrical 
appliances now hold brass 


drawer handles, hundreds of 
American-made electric egg 
boilers and packages of men's 
handkerchiefs all marked with 
the letter N. 

• Imported cigarettes, banned 
under the new roles, are gone 
but shelves still groan with new 
supplies of scotch whisky 
which along with other hard 
liquor is exempt from the ban. 


Islamic group claims Cairo killings 


CAIRO (R) •— Egypt’s most 
active Muslim militant group has 
claimed responsibility for the kill- 
ing of two policemen in Cairo 
four days ago. 

The two transport police con- 
scripts were found shot to death 
outside a railway workshop 
Saturday night. 

In a statement faxed to Reu- 
ters, the Islamic Group or 
(Gama’a A1 Islamiya) said one of 
its units — the “just punishment" 
— carried out four attacks in 
Cairo last week. 

"The two policemen were kil- 
led on the spot to avenge our 
martyrs killed from torture," the 
type-written statement said in 
Arabic. 

It said the three other attacks 
targetted three police cars in the 
areas of the Pyramids, Boulaq, 
and Imbaba in Cairo. It said the 
vehicles were destroyed but gave 
no further details. 

"These attacks assert the fai- 
lure of the regime's criminal 
schemes in suppressing the 
Gama'a Al Islamiya," the group 
said in apparent reference to In- 
terior Minister Abdul Halim 
Musa who said Monday that ex- 
tremists were brought under con- 
trol. 

The Islamic Group, seeking to 
turn Egypt into an Islamic state, 
said the attacks affirmed its pre- 


vious pledges to move the con- 
frontation with police troops 
from Upper Egypt to Cairo. 

Egypt, rocked by Islamic fun- 
damentalist violence directed at 
its vital tourist industry, has 
mounted large-scale security op- 
erations which have led to the 
arrest of hundreds of people in 
the past two months. 

“As of today, we shall not keep 
any killer, executioner or jailer 
live in peace,” the statement 
added. 

Crackdown on teachers 

Egypt is sacking or cutting the 
pay of Muslim fundamentalist 
teachers who segregate classes by 
religion or force girls to wear 
veils, the education minister said 
Tuesday. 

"Our schools will not be dens 
for fundamentalism." Education 
Minister Hussein Kamel Bahaed- 
din told Reuters in an interview. 

Mr. Kamel said activists forc- 
ing girls to wear veils and trying 
to segregate Muslims and Christ- 
ians by putting them in different 
classes had been “severely 
punished" by losing their posts or 
by pay cuts. 

He said nearly 60 teachers had 
been punished in the past year, 
some of them found guilty of 
beating girls who had refused to 


wear the veil. 

“It is a dear cut policy.. .our 
inspectors are going to all schools 
with the task of stopping this 
phenomenon throughout Egypt's 
25,000 schools." he said. 

Mr. Kamel said the govern- 
ment decided to make education 
a top priority after Muslim mili- 
tants turned schools into their 
launching pad towards estab- 
lishing an Islamic slate. 

"We were busy with the econo- 
mic reforms," Mr. Kamel said. 
“Education was not a priority. 
But after we finished with re- 
forms, we said: Tt is about time 
to give a special care to education 
ana to deal with it as a national 
security issue rather than a ser- 
vice.'” 

He said militants had made 
government schools and universi- 
ties key targets in their drive to 
recruit students and guarantee a 
future generation of Islamists. 

The government has increased 
the education budget threefold 
over the past year to improve 
conditions and increase the wages 
of Egypt's 750,000 teachers who 
have been underpaid for years, 
he said. 

The average salaries of primary 
school teachers, which had been 
70 to 80 pounds (S20 to $251 a 
month, were doubled last year. 


Yael Dayan to meet Arafat in Tunis 

TUNIS (R) — Israeli Member of Parliament Yad Dayan is 
expected in Tunis Thursday for a meeting with Yasser Arafat, 
officials said Wednesday. Ms. Dayan, a member of the Labour 
Party and the daughter of the last Mosbe Dayan, will be the first 
Israeli parliamentarian to take advantage of tile Knesset decision 
earlier this month a repeal a law banning contacts with the 
Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO). Knesset members had 
met the PLO even before the repeal, taking advantage of their 
parliamentary immunity. Ms. Dayan, whose father was minister 
of defence, met Mr. Arafat political adviser Nabil Shaath in the 
Hague in August. Two days after the Knesset repealed the law, 
veteran Israeli peace campaigner Abie Nathan met Mr. Arafat in 
Tonis and said a large meeting between Israelis and PLO leadens 
was expected in Cairo within weeks. Bnt PLO officials in Cairo 
said Wednesday that no date had been set for such a meeting. 

Algeria, Morocco exchange envoys 

RABAT (R) — Morocco and neighbouring Algeria exchanged 
new ambassadors Tuesday after a week-long slanging match' 
between newspapers in the two countries. King Hassan received 
credentials from the new Algerian ambassador, Mohammad 
Ghoualmi, and appointed a new Moroccan ambassador to 
Algeria, Abdul Karim Seminar, formerly envoy to the United 
Arab Emirates. Newspapers in the two countries exchanged 
broadsides last week after the long told an interviewer he would 
have preferred Algeria’s outlawed Islamic Salvation Front (FIS) 
to have taken office after it won the first phase of a general 
election cancelled a year ago. Algerian papers said the king had 
given tacit encouragement to religious extremists. The Moroccan 
press reacted by aemsing the Algerian media of reviving 
systematic hostility towards Morocco. 

Morocco, Iran normalise ties 

RABAT (R) — King Hassan received a new Iranian ambassador 
at the royal palace Tuesday to mark the normalisation of relations 
between Morocco and Iran after a 14-year rift. Ambassador 
Jaafar Chemissane, along with several other foreign envoys, 
presented credentials to the monarch. Relations were broken off 
with Tehran in 1979 after the Shah of Iran spent several weeks m 
Morocco when he fled the Islamic revolution led by Ayatollah 
RuboIIah Khomeini. Relations deteriorated further when Iran 
recognised the self-styled Saharan Arab Democratic Republic 
proclaimed by Polisario guerrillas righting for independence of 
Western Sahara claimed by Morocco. 

Iran police hold 140 in anti-vice sweeps 

TEHRAN (R) — Police arrested more than 140 people, including 
five doctors, in anti-rice crackdowns in Iran’s holy cities of Qom 
and Mashhad, newspapers said. The doctors and two dvfl 


confessed to promiscuous relations with several women. A doctor 
contacted in the northeastern dty by telephone told Renters die 
arrests were made three weeks ago after police seized a video film 
taken at a party from one of the doctors. Abrar newspaper said 
police rounded up 35 men and three women caught drinking or 
using drugs in a series of raids on several “pleasure dens” in 
Mashhad. The sweep was launched after a teenage girl led police 
to one of the houses, where she said she was kept against her will 
for eight days, it said. In Qom, police asked for an end to evening 
power cuts to help its fight against young men bothering girls 
going home from school m the dark, Abrar said. 

NEC says computer sale to Iraq, was valid 

TOKYO (R) — Japan's NEC Corporation said Wednesday it sold 
Iraq a computer that may have been used in its secret nuclear 
arms programme but that this did not violate international rules at 
the time. “At the time they were not restricting sales of this land 
of computer to Iraq," a spokesman said. In 1985 NEC supplied 
Iraq with a 750-series mainframe computer and standard software 
that was being marketed in Japan at the time. The International 
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) suspects it could have been used 
later for nuclear weapons research. 

Iranian charged with smuggling countrymen 

UPPSALA, Sweden (R) — An Iranian man who claims to have 
smuggled thousands of his compatriots into Scandinavia for 
humanitarian reasons .went on trial Tuesday charged with 
breaking Swedish immigration laws. Amir Heidari, 39, was 
charged in Uppsala district court with smuggling 600 Iranians 
since April 1990, when be was released from poison in Sweden 
following a conviction for similar offences. District prosecutor Jan 
Edsfors said a bank account opened by Mr. Heidari in Uppsala 
showed that he had earned six million crowns ($850,000) from the 
alleged human smuggling. But defence lawyer Mats Ardbc said 
his client had acted out of humanitarian motives, having founded 
an organisation named Sol in the early 1980s in order to help 
Iranians flee from their country to Europe and Scandinavia. 

Israeli court upholds gay right 

TEL AVIV (AP) — A labour court recognised Tuesday a 
homosexual air attendant’s rights to demand a free ticket for Ins 
permanent partner, Israel Television and the news agency Itim 
said. The attendant was insisting on fair treatment according to an 
El Al airline policy granting free or discounted tickets to the 
partners of employees who for some reason could not marry but 
who live together, Itim said. El Al said in court that a same-sex 
couple did not fall into that category, Itim added. But, the court 
judge said that if the air attendant could prove his partner lived 
with him permanently, he would be eligible for the same rights 
granted a heterosexual couple, Israel Television said. Itim said 
the court would hear the air attendant’s evidence of his 
relationship's stability in a hearing set for March. Israeli Televi- 
sion said Tuesday’s hearing recognised for the first time in Israel 
the rights of homosexuals to live as a couple and to receive rights 
granted to heterosexual couples. The El AJ spokesman could not 
be immediately readied for comment on the report. 


Turkish Kurds launch hunger strike 

BRUSSELS (R) — Fifteen Knrdfeh politidans l»ve _ jofocd 700 i 
Kurds on a hunger shrike in Brushes to put pressure on Westeiti; 
governments to prevent what they say are TOrkfeb plans for . 
genocide in Kurdistan. The politicians, elected m Europe tea 
Kurdish parliament in exile, urged the Eurojtean Parnament ata- 
news conference Tuesday to send a delegation to Kurdistan, to 
investigate human rights abuses. “We want to make known to the ' 
world the tragedy of our people's situation and to make^Westem 
public opinion aware of the approaching genocide,” they sadin *- 
statement. Since Sunday, 700 Kurds have been camping in a 
former meat market in central Brussels. They h ave co asumed 
only sugar-water and tea and spend most of die day sitting pn thro.. 
foam mattresses. <- 

Locust swarms invade Yemen from Africa; 

SANAA (AP) — TWo swarms of desert locusts from E ast Afri ca 
have invaded Yemen this month, and officials in the Mmistr y of 
Agriculture say they fear infestations could increase. The first' 
swarm settled on about four hectares, of land in ’Ain Valleys ... 
north of the Red Sea dty of Al Zobara, where the insects » are ; 
been breeding and laying eggs. The other was sighted by ministry 
experts entering the Khudhrah Valley, north of Thamnd in South s 
Yemen. Mohammad Al Gfaesh, general manager of tire nrimstiy’s 
plant protection department, said more than 3,000 hectares were 
threatened. Each swarm consists of an estimated half bflKon 
locusts, according to experts here. They eat around 200 tonnes of 
greenery a day, they said. After a 20-year reprieve, Yemen and 
neighbouring countries on the Arabian Peninsula were invaded by 
locust swarms starting in early 1988. Armed conflicts in East ; 
Africa have made it difficult for experts to detea breedin g area s : 
and eradicate the pests, which can seriously damage food crops. • 

Russia to try to bring home ‘Saddamlte*’ 

MOSCOW (AP) — The government Tuesday condemned 
.group of Russian nationalists who flew to Iraq intent job fighting: . 
allied fences and ordered an end to the vigilante mission, a news- 
agency reported. The 10 volunteers, wearing red berets and black 
leather bolsters, left Moscow for Iraq Sunday,- vowing to fighf . 
alongside Iraqi President Saddam Hussein’s troops. The trip m 
organised by extremist activists led by Vladunir Zhirinovsky, 
according to the ITAR-TASS news agency. Mr. Zhirinovsky,, 
staging an airport send-off in front of television cameras, said the 
fighters had received special training to fight the “empire of ewT 
— tiie United States. Russian nationalists have condemned 
President Boris Yeltsin for supporting the _U.N. sanctions against 
Iraq and Serbs in former Yugoslavia, both fanner Soviet allies. 

Oxfam: Iraq feces humanitarian crisis " 

LONDON (AP) — Oxfam, the only non-government aid agency 
operating in southern Iraq, said Tuesday that Iraq faces' a 
humanitarian crisis. In some towns there are lakes of raw sewage 
because .pumps were damaged during the Gulf war, the agency" 
said. A team of Oxfam workers visited northern and southern 
Iraq this month. They were there during U.S.-led bombing raids - 
to enforce a “no-fly" zone imposed by the allies, but witnessed no 
attacks. The group urged an easing of U.N. sanctions, including 
an increase in the amount of oil Iraq is allowed to sell in order to 
boy humanitarian goods. Baghdad has rejected the quota offered, 
saying it should be increased. Oxfam also said die exemptions 
under U.N. sanctions imposed after Iraq’s defeat by the allies 
Should be revised to include school books. “White we saw no 
evidence of severe malnutrition, we are convinced that the pfight 
of oatinmiy people ra wtrrs£mng^fbod ptifcS , 

Associate Director David Jottes. . -7/ 1 

American to receive Wolf prize for art 

TEL AVIV (AP) — American sculptor and multimedia artist 
Brace Nauman will be awarded the 4 993 Wolf prize in the arts, 
the foundation announced Tuesday. Mr. Nauman, 51, who fives 
in Galisteo, New Mexico, uses a wide range of media in his art, 
including paper, video, neon, steel and holography. The Wolf 
Foundation said Mr. Nauman was chosen -for the $100,000 prize 
“for exploring complex human emotional and psychological states 
while examining die very premises of art-making itself.” CalfiRg ' 
Nauman “one of the great artists of this century,*’ the foundation 
also cited the “originality, imagination, wit and moral power” in' 
his work. Tim Wolf prizes were established in 1975 by the late 
Ricardo Wolf to promote science and art for the benefit of 
mankind. A German -bom physicist, be immigrated to Cuba 
before World War I and served as its ambassador to Israel, where 
be died in 1981. Prizes also are awarded for physics, chemistry, 
medicine, agriculture and mathematics. They will be presented by 
Israel’s president on May 16. 

Vatican diplomat visits Morocco 

VATICAN CITY (AP) — A top Vatican diplomat is visiting 
Morocco to meet King Hassan n to try to further die Middle East 
peace process, Pope John Paul ITs spokesman raid. The trip by 
Monsignor Jean- Lou is Tauran, die Vatican's foreign minister, “& 
part of the initiatives recently undertaken by the Holy See - 
regarding the situation in the Middle East, in particularly the 
Holy Land, and the peace process," said Joaquin Navarro, die 
Vatican spokesman. Mr. Navarro noted that King Hassan n 
president of the Committee of the Organisation of the 
Conference for Jerusalem. Lack of an international statute to 
protea holy places in Jerusalem has been a major block to! 
establishing official Vatican- Israeli ties. The Palestinian hsue and' i 
die question of Israel's borders also figure strongly in the 
Vatican’s withholding of official recognition of Israel, l <A" 
formal ties in turn has kept the Vatican from having a rote in the! 
Middle East peace talks, a role ft would very much luce to have, in 
partto watch out for the interest of Palestinian Christians. The 
prospect o normalising ties improved last summer when both the 
Vatican and Israel held high-level talks. The Pope was invited to' 
Israel by Shimon Peres, who as Israeli foreign minister met here - 
with the Pope in October.. 
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Princess Haya Hospital .... (03)314111 
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' CB J lowers interest 


with eye on development 

*?/ 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — Hie- Central 
Bank of Jordan (CBJ) Wednes- 
day announced new regulations. 


■<c.. I 




>, i 
^ * 


J».. 4 


described by Governor Moham- 
mad Said Nabulsi as aimed at 
supporting the economic sector m 
the' Kingdom. 

•- The regulations are designed to 
maloe available sufficient funds to 
finance areas in the national eco- 
nomy which are given priority 
over others' by offering them be- 
low market interest rates. Dr. 
Nabuhi said. . 

According to the announce- 
mentr 

'• — Interest rates on loans 
granted by the CBJ to the Agri- 
cultural .Credit Corporation 


(ACC) will be reduced from 5 to 
4 per cent annually. 

— Interest on loans granted by 
the CBJ to the Industrial De- 
velopment Bank will decrease 
from 8.25 per cent to.7 per oent 
annually. 

— Interest on loans granted to 
banks arid financial institutions to 
help ffiem stimulate national ex- 
ports will decrease to 3.5 per cent 
annually, while the commission 
charged by these banks from ex- 
, porters will be lowered to 2.5 per 
cent 

The CBJ governor said these 
regulations will take effect as of 
the beginning of February. 

Dr. Nabulsi said the CBJ is 



House votes to segregate sexes 

Brotherhood-led move bars mixed sports centres 


Mohammad Saed A! Nabulsi 

studying a mechanism for a spe- 
cial fund that would be entrusted 
to provide capital to finance ex- 
ports. 


Tenth party gets a license 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — The Progress 
-and Justice Party (PJP), Wednes- 
day became the tendi political 
group tofre legalised in Jordan. 

In a statement to the press, the 
party's temporary chairman Zeid 
Hamzeh said be bad received 

- official notification of bis party's 
legalisation from Interior Minis- 
ter Jawdat Sboul, and he was 
seizzng-the opportunity to empha- 
sise the party’s determination and 
-pledge to work towards the 
■ attainment of the Kingdom's 
•national aspirations. 

- He said the party pledges re- 
newed allegiance to His Majesty 
King Hussein and will adhere 
-closely to the provisions of the 
"National Charter and political 
plurafism. 

Last Sunday, the government 
legalised the Jordan People's 



Zesd Hamzeh 

Democratic Party (JPDP), the 
fourth leftist party to be legalised. 
The three others are the Jordan 


Democratic Progressive Party, 
the Jordan Communist Party, and 
the Jordan Arab Socialist Baath 
Party. 

The government earlier legal- 
ised the Jordan National Allian ce 
Group, tbe Popular Union Party, 
tbe Pledge Party, the Future Par- 
ty and the Islamic Action Front. 

In its manifesto, tbe Progress 
and Justice Party pledged to work 
for national unity, uphold institu- 
tions under the rale of law, serve 
in tbe light of tbe principles of the 
Great Arab Revolt, contribute 
towards the advancement of the 
status of women in society, and 
help society’s members attain 
equal opportunities. 

Applications from two other 
political groups seeking legal sta- 
tus are pending a decision by the 
Ministry of Interior. 
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Baathists pledge loyalty 
to King and Constitution 
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[AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty 
'King Hussein- Wednesday re- 
ceived a cable' of thanks and 
[appreciation from the Jordanian 
[Baath Arab Socialist Party on the 
occasion of licensing the- party. 
:..The party paid ttfljute to , 
Hussein's pan-Arab' stands an£L 
his efforts timed at safeguarding 
Arab interests. 

“Your distinguished pan-Arab 
stands in the past, years have 
added greatly to our national 


reserves in Jordan, thus promot- 
ing our status among Arab 
states,” the party said in its cable. 

“As we highly appreciate your 
sincere efforts, we would like to 
affirm our continued loyalty and 
keenqess to. adhere to the higher 
[interests -of oqr people in accord- 
ance with the Constitution and 
the law,” it added. 

Tbe party received legal recog- 
nition by the Ministry of Interior 
on Jan. 18. 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 




King congratulates Indian president 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein Wednesday sent a 
cable to Indian President Shanker Dayal Sharma congratulating 
him in his name and on behalf of the Jordanian people and 
government on India's Republic Day. King Hussein wished Mr. 
Sharma continued good health and happiness and the Indian 
people further progress and prosperity. 

Arab diplomats visit research and education centre 

AMMAN (Petra) — A delegation of Arab cultural attaches in 
Amman Wednesday visited the National Centre for Research and 
Educational Development (NCRED). The delegation was re- 
ceived by Centre Director Victor Bilieh who briefed its members 
an the centre’s various activities and the basic features of the 
educational development plan being carried out in tbe Kingdom. 
Dr. Bilieh told the delegation that the establishment of an 
educational data-base in cooperation with tbe Ministry of 
Education was one of the most important achievements of the 
centre. The cultural attaches commended the centre’s rote in 
serving the educational process in Jordan and urged expansion of 
its duties to enable it to work as a link between Jordan and Arab 
countries in educational fields. 

Civil Defence graduates trainers, fire-fighters 

AMMAN (Petra) — Deputising for Director of the Civil Defence 
Department (CDD) Major-General Afif A1 Ghoul, Brigadier 
General Omar Dandees attended Wednesday the graduation 
ceremony of trainer officers and fire-fighters held at tbe CDD 
school m Amman. Brig. -Gen. Dandees delivered an address in 
which he urged the graduates to develop their skills and use their 
scientific knowledge in their work. At the end of the ceremony, 
be distributed certificates to the graduates and awards to those 
who excelled. 

Natural resources director visits RSS 

AMMAN (Petra) — The director of the Natural Resources 
Authority (NRA), Kamal Jreisat, and directors of the NRA 
departments visited Wednesday the Royal Scientific Society 
(RSS). The NRA delegation was familiarised with a project on 
. the use of sand in raining fields by tbe RSS’s Mechanical Design 
and Technology Centre. 

Arabs, Portuguese to discuss trade in Lisbon 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Amman Chamber of Industry will take 
part in meetings of the Arab-Portuguese Chamber of Commerce 
Board of Directors to be held in Lisbon Feb. 15. Tbe meetings 
will involve ways of increasing the volume of trade between 
Portugal and the Arab states and enhancing Arab-Portuguese 
relations in commercial and economic fields. 

Arab Youth Forum holds talks in Jordan Valley 

GHOR AL SAFI (Petra) — The Arab Youth Fonun (AYF) 
Wednesday organised an open meeting between citizens in the 
southern Jordan Valley and the director of tbe area's police 
department, Shawkat Shuqeirat. Lieutenant Shuqeirat spoke 
about tbe role of the policeman in maintaining security and 
combating crime. 

Seminar reviews problems in surgery 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Jordanian Surgeons Society (JSS) 
organised Tuesday a scientific seminar which included a review of 
rare surgeries, difficulties facing surgeons and solutions to these 
problems. The seminar also discussed issues related to the 
digestive system and tumours. 


Hadid to 
head Red 
Crescent 


By Min NasraOah 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter ' 

AMMAN — Mohammad Hadid 
has been elected president of the 
Jordan National Red Crescent 
Society (JNRCS), succeeding 
Ahmad Abu Qoura who has res- 
igned for health reasons, JNRCS 
statement said Wednesday. 

The JNRCS paid tribute to Dr. 
Abu Qoura who served as presi- 
dent since 1964. 

Dr. Hadid told tbe Jorda 
Times that as JNRCS president 
be wffl take charge of tbe socie- 
ty’s A1 HflaJ Hospital m Ashra- 
fieh through tbe help of tbe Red 
Cross Societies in Japan, Luxem- 
bourg and Germany. 

The hospital will be expanded 
by a 250-square metre annex. Dr. 
Hadid said. 

He said the new addition will 
include new X-ray and ultra- 
sound noils. 

The Japanese Red Cross Socie- 
ty offered $140,000 to finance the 
equipment; $75,000 has already 
been received by the JNRCS, Dr. 
Hadid added. 

Tbe project will increase the 
number of hospital beds from 64 
to 100, and a third floor will be 
added to the hospital. Dr. Hadid 
said. 

He said Her Royal Highness 
Princess Sarvath was in- 
strumental in securing a pledge of 
450,000 Swiss francs from the 
Luxembourg branch. 

Tbe German Red Cross Socie- 
ty has pledged $250,000 to equip 
operation theaters, be added. 

The society is assured of suffi- 
cient funds for the structure and 
has already obtained more than 
half the funds required, and it wfll 
continue its endeavours in mod- 
ernisation and improvement. Dr. 
Hadid said. 

Dr. Hadid said patients are 
classified into three categories, 
with tbe needy paying nominal 
foes. 

But on the whole, tbe Hi la! 
Hospital seeks no profits and 
offers services at rates far less 
than any other private hospital in 
the country. Dr. Hadid added. 

Dr. Hadid, who has recently 
returned from a trip to Germany 
to secure farther aid for the socie- 
ty and its hospital, said a delega- 
tion representing the Internation- 
al Committee of the Red Cross 
(ICRC) is due in Amman next 
week, and tbe JNRCS hopes to 
secure pledges from them for the 
hospital. 

Dr. Hadid said that by Feb. 20, 
tbe start of holy month of Rama- 
dan, the JNRCS plans to distri- 
bute food, clothing and blankets 
to some 8,000 needy families. 

In 1992 the society distributed 
similar aid to 12,050 needy fami- 
lies in the country, he said. 

He was awarded several dis- 
tinguished medals in recognition 
of his humanitarian services. 
They include tbe Golden Iraqi 
Red Crescent Society Medal, the 
U.S. Red Cross Medal, the Inter- 
national Humanitarian Award - 
1992 and the Cross of Honour 
from the Knights of Malta. 


By Ayman A1 Safadi 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Lower House 
of Parliament Wednesday passed 
a draft law that bans government 
from licensing recreational cen- 
tres, sports clubs and swimming 
pools that do not segregate men 
and women. 

Overruling tbe recommenda- 
tion of the Judiciary Committee, 
the House voted 34 to 19 in 
favour of a motion by members of 
tbe Muslim Brotherhood Bloc to 
restrict the Ministry of Youth 
from licensing sports dubs that 
do not segregate men and women 
in compliance with Islamic Shar- 
ia. 

The Judiciary Committee had 
recommended the House delete 
Article 3 Item (C) of a draft law 
on youth welfare, which gives the 
authority to the Ministry of 
Youth to license “recreational 
and sports centres, including 
swimming pools and life guards,”' 
to avoid conflict with five 
Brotherhood deputies over 
observing Sharia. 

“Because sports centres in- 
dude places where members of 
the two sexes can meet while 
performing sports activities ... in 


violation of Islamic Sharia; some- 
thing which our people, nation 
and values reject,” Islamist mem- 
bers of the committee called on 
tbe House to keep the article 
after adding a phrase banning 
mixed sports dubs. 

Chairman of the Judiciary 
Committee Salim A1 Zoubi. the 
only deputy to argue against the 
ban, said the House could avoid 
the conflict by agreeing to delete 
the article. In that case, he said, 
the draft law will not conflict with 
Islamic teachings. 

Islamist deputies however 
argued that abolishing the article 
will not solve the point of con ten- 
sion and insisted on tbe ban. 

“Our philosophy, thoughts and 
beliefs rail for the segregation,” 
Brotherhood Deputy Abdullah 
AI Akaileh said. 

Independent Islamist Deputy 
Abdul Baqi Gammo said the com- 
mittee was trying to remove “su- 
pervision that guarantees our 
dignity" by proposing the dele- 
tion of the item. 

“The Jordanian law gives men 
and women the right to ran for 
Parti ament Are we going to call 
for the separation of men and 
women in the House if women 
beccftne members of the House in 



Abdul Baqi Gammo 

the future.” Mr. Zoubi said in a 
lonely yet futile attempt to coun- 
ter the Islamists* demand. 

The imposition of the ban was 
seen by observers as a victory for 
the Muslim Brotherhood Bloc 
which, according to one deputy,” 
successfully railroaded the House 
into adopting its views.” 

The vote on the article took 
place in tbe absence of the major- 
ity of government members and 
27 deputies. This was seen by 
observers as a factor leading to 


Abdullah AI Akaileh 

the success of the Islamists’ mo- 
tion. 

“After the break for the noon 
prayers, a large number of de- 
puties left the House while most 
Brotherhood deputies went back 
to the session. This created an 
unbalance favouring the Islam- 
ists.” one deputy told the Jordan 
Times. 

“The government was not also 
there to defend its own draft 
law,” said the deputy, who re- 
quested anonymity. 


The deputy also pointed to the 
fact that Minister of justice 
Yousef AI Mubaideen and Minis- 
ter for Parliamentary Affairs Atef 
AI Btush voted to amend the 
government's law, 

He said some members of the 

Judiciary Committee supported 
the Islamist’s amendment even 
though they had earlier adopted 
the view of the committee. 

Observers at the House attri- 
buted these deputies change of 
heart to the fear of appearing as 
opponents of implementing Isla- 
mic rulings in front of the electo- 
rate. 

While Minister of Youth Saich 
Irsheidat said it was noi clear 
whether the draft law will affect 
already licensed sports club* and 
swimming pools in the country. 
Mr. Zoubi said these places will 
have to obser </e ihe new regula- 
tions when they apply for the 
renewal of their licences. 

Yet both Dr. Irsheidat and Mr. 
Zoubi confirmed that hotels will 
not be affected by the draft leg- 
islation. 

The draft law will not be effec- 
tive unless it is approved by the 
Upper House of Parliament and 
endorsed by His Majesty the 
King. 


Publishers to launch fight against piracy 


By Sa’eda Kilani 

Special to tbe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Publishers are 
preparing for an intensive pub- 
lic awareness campaign on 
what they see as the dangers of 
plagiarism and piracy practices 
which infringe upon authors’ 
fundamental rights. 

A director of a publishing 
company in Jordan claims that 
books are reprinted or photo- 
copied in neighbouring coun- 
tries without tbe author’s 
knowledge and sold in Jordan 
at less than their original 
prices; “there is no tax pay- 
ment no control over books 
passing through the Jordanian 
borders which encourages 
many offenders to perpetrate 
such acts.” the publisher said. 

He said his company has 
filed seven cases in court, and 
so far only one case was judged 
in their favour. However, their 
opponents have appealed the 
verdict, and the other six cases 
remain unsettled. 

“Filing cases would be to no 
avail if the public lacked 
awareness of the seriousness of 
such acts,” he added. 

From a judicial point of 
view, one lawyer who prefer- 
red anonymity, said that 


though the present Jordanian 
law concerning copyright is ori- 
ginally based on the British 
law, it suffers from dangerous 
gaps since it lacks detailed ex- 
planation on each article as is 
tbe case in the British law. 

“Copyright was and still is 
an ambiguous notion that is 
interpreted differently from 
one person to another.” the 
lawyer said. “Had the Jorda- 
nian law provided an adequate 
and precise definition of the 
author's rights, such piracy 
practices would be less preva- 
lent than they are at present.” 

Another lawyer. Tarik 
Nabeel, said a major defect in 
the law is Article 20 which 
grants scientific and cultural 
institutions tbe right to repro- 
duce or photocopy any took 
without obtaining tbe author’s 
permission. 

Art. 20 of tbe copyright law, 
which was passed by tbe Lower 
House of Parliament on Febru- 
ary, 1992. states: “Libraries, 
non-commercial reference cen- 
tres, scientific centres, and 
cultural and scientific institu- 
tions can photocopy any liter- 
ary work without the author’s 
permission on condition that 
the number of copies be li- 
mited to the need of these 


institutions and there is no 
infringement upon tbe author’s 
rights.” 

During the debate over the 
-copyright law, some deputies, 
fearful of manipulation of ex- 
ploitation, lobbied for addi- 
tional amendments to the arti- 
cle to further protect tbe au- 
thor. 

Deputy Issa Raymoni voiced 
discontent over cases of viola- 
tion that might erupt if Art. 20 
was approved. 

Fakri Ka’war, president of 
the Jordanian Writers Associa- 
tion, warned of the dangers of 
manipulation. 

Dr. Mohammad AI Haj said 
that allowing scientific institu- 
tions to reproduce publications 
: entails serious implications, 
.adding that there is a large 
number of institutions that can 
be labelled as scientific. 

“If all of the scientific cen- 
tres, institutions and universi- 
ties are allowed to photocopy 
and reproduce books, who is 
-the author writing for?” Mus- 
lim Brotherhood Deputy AI 
Haj questioned. 

Countering these argu- 
ments, other deputies pro- 
tested that more consideration 
should be given to college and 
university students who are un- 
able to afford expensive 


academic text books. Deputy 
Hussein Mujalli, then diair- 
man of the Judicial Commit- 
tee, stressed on paying particu- 
lar attention to “the society's 
interests' and not only to (hat 
of the writers.” 

Still Art. 20 was approved 
and endorsed. 

At present, publishers and 
bookshop-owners complain of 
continuing practices by some 
university professors who. en- 
titled to free curriculum tex- 
tbooks, photocopy aud sell 
these books to students for 
their own benefit. 

“What is worse is that these 
practices are also encouraging 
students and other professors 
to follow suit,” the publisher 
said. 

Increasing complaints of 
book piracy are being reg- 
istered with lawyers and pub- 
lishers. The fury of some wri- 
ters over what they see as an 
infringement upon their pro- 
fession has led them to file 
complaints in court. 

While all related cases were 
cancelled due to the general 
pardon issued by His Majesty 
King Hussein on November 
12, 1993 some publishers in- 
tend to launch large public 
awareness campaigns in Jordan 
before heading to court again. 


Government supports 
private-sector farming 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Minister of 
Agriculture Fayez Khasawneh 
said m a statement to the Aleppo- 
based International Centre for 
Agricultural Research in Dry 
Areas (ICARDA) that based on 
extensive analysis of the agri- 
cultural situation in 1990 and 
1991, Jordan is adopting a gener- 
al policy which urges that agri- 
cultural production remain in the 
hands of the private sector. Dr. 
Khasawneb added that the policy 
is supported by tbe U.N. Food 
and Agriculture Organisation 
(FAO). 

He said Jordan’s agricultural 
sector has been negatively 
affected by regional tensions, un- 
reliable water resources, adverse 
weather conditions, changing 
markets and tbe world- wide eco- 
nomic recession. 

Jordan's response has been to 
thoroughly reassess its agricultu- . 
raj objectives and strategies, he 
said. 

But the situation has been tran- 
sient since policies have changed 
over the past few years, often 
reflecting the viewpoints of diffe- 
rent governments, tbe minister 
said. 

Institutional policy-making re- 
quires stable institutions, be said. 

Dr. Khasawneh said that while 
the country favours private sec- 


tor, the Ministry of agriculture 
will continue to act as coordinator 
to facilitate decision-making at all 
levels. 

He said Jordan was giving 
priority to the production of 
vegetables, cereals, horticultural 
crops, livestock, poultry, feed 
ana fodder, in an effort to in- 
crease Jordan’s self-sufficiency. 

Dr. Khasawneh said Jordan 
plans to specialise in off-season 
vegetables, which yield higher 
returns than cereals; thus profits 
can be used to import cereals. 

The Minister said investments 
in agro-industries will be encour- 
aged as an outlet for perishable 
produce. 

Although water remains a 
scarce resource, with a bit of 
effort m management, such as 
utilization of the water harvesting 
technique, one can make surpris- 
ing improvements in the produc- 
tivity of the land. Dr. Khasawneh 
said. 

He said plans have been drawn 
to construct earth dams and col- 
lection ponds that will make use 
of surface water. * 

In the AI Hamm ad basin near 
the Iraqi border the government 
built a 10.5 million cubic metre 
dam which filled to four million 
cubic metres with just one ram- 
fall, the minister added. 


Aqaba quarter gets facelift 


AMMAN (Petra) — Work bas 
started on a JD 1.6 million pro- 
ject for tbe development of the 
southern parts of the old quarter 
in Aqaba, implementing an 
agreement signed earlier this 
month between tbe Housing and' 
Urban Development Department 
(HUDD) and the Jordan Econo- 
mic and Social Organisation for 
Retired Servicemen (JESORS) 
which was granted the contract. 

The announcement was made 
by Mahmoud Abbadi, director of 
the projects department . at 
HUDD’s Aqaba division who 
said the project entails the de- 


velopment of 800 households and 
commercial units, on 125,000 
square metres. 

Tbe renovation will include a 
water network of 8,000 metres, 
sewerage system of 6,495 metres 
and a 5,460 metres canal to drain 
waste water. 

Retaining walls and roads will 
be built, and electric power 
cables will be laid during the 14 
months of tbe project, Mr. Abba- 
di said. 

Development of the northern 
arteis of the city will begin in 
ree months at a cost of JD 1.4 
million, he said. 
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WHAT’S GOING ON 


EXHIBITIONS 

A Exhib i t i on entitled “Lathi American Countries in France” at 
the French Cultural Centre. 

•it Exhibition entitled “Modernist StiH Life Photographed” at the 
American Centre. 

ft Exhibition entitled “Dhana, a Village from South Jordan** 
displaying photos and other Hems op the village at the Royal 
Cultural Centre. 

FILM 

■fr Clint Eastwood’s 1986 film “Heartbreak Ridge** at 5 pan. at 
the American Centre (130 min., rated R) 


CAREER OPPORTUNITY 
WITH KLM ROYAL DUTCH AIRLINES 

AS PART OF OUR EXPANSION PLANS IN JORDAN. KLM IS 
LOOKING FOR A YOUNG. ENTHUSIASTIC PERSON FOR 
THE POET OF SALES REPRESENTATIVE . 

REQUIREMENTS: 

* SALES EXPERIENCE l 2-5 YEARS IN SERVICE INDUSTRY ) . 

* MANAGEMENT POTENTIAL 

* UNIVERSITY DEGREE ( PREFERABLE > . 

* FLUENCY IN ENGLISH AND ARABIC . 

* COMPUTER SKILLS 

* AGE BETWEEN 25 AND 30 YEARS ( PREFERABLE | . 

* DRIVING LICENSE. 

CANDIDATE SHOULD BE HIGHLY CUSTOMER / SERVICE ORIENTED . 
HE/SHE SHOULD BE AN ACHIEVER . 

PLEASE SEND YOUR APPLICATIONS AND C.V. BEFORE 
10 FEBRUARY 1993 TO : 

THE DISTRICT MANAGER 
KLM ROYAL DUTCH AIRLINES 
P.O. BOX IJ04 
AMMAN - JORDAN. 


•ssr 

KLM 


THE RELIABLE "AIRLINE 


ROYAL DUTCH AIRLINES 


Canada, 
Jordan 
to begin 
business 
council 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Canadian 
Ambassador Andrew Robinscr 
announced Wednesday that a 
Jordan-Canada Business Council 
(JCBC) will be formally inaugu- 
rated Jan. 30 during a visit to 
Jordan by a delegation of high- 
ranking Canadian businessmen. 

The agreement, creating the 
council will be signed by repre- 
sentatives of the Canada- Arab 
Business Council (CABC) anti 
the Jordan Businessmens Asso- 
ciation fJBA) at a ceremony on 
Jan. 30, in the presence of the 
Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Transport, Ali Suhei- 
man, and the Canadian embassa- 
dor. 

The delegation from the 
CABC comprising six members 
of the council's executive and K 
associated senior businessmen, 
will visit Jordan at the invitation 
of the JBA. While in Amman ii 
will explore the possibilities of 
expanding trade and business 
relations between Jordan and 
Canada. 

The delegation will be received 
m Amman by Prime Minister 
Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker, Deputy 
Prime Minister Ali Suheimat and 
other leading figures in Jordanian 
government and business circles. 



The National Music Conservatory/ j j 
Noor AI Hussein Foundation !’ 


::::::: and 

::::::: British counts 

present 

Bill Badlev 

in a 

Lute Recital 
Saturday, 30 January, 1993 
8:00 p.m. 

The Royal Cultural Centre t 


Is 


Eckels far JD 5 act m arafcfe an 
--The Royal Cultural Centre, Tel 652026 
-Babfcte, Tel 661322 
-Rftani Stores, Tel 693375 
Phfedejptiia Hotel, Tel 663100 
-The British Council, Tel 636147 
-The NaSonal Music Cosetvatay. 

Tel 687620 

Refreshments will be 
served during the 
Intermission 
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Juxtaposed priorities 


THE LOWER House or Parliament's resolution yesterday 
to segregate men and women at swimming pools and other 
recreational facilities and sports centres in the Kingdom 
reinforces our belief that many of our deputies do not know 
what democracy is all about. The constitution of the land 
dearly states that personal freedoms shall be guaranteed. 
Yet, all this House seems to be doing is curtail basic human 
rights, whether by curbing freedoms of the press or 
outlawing free financial investments or banning alcohol and 
now by trying to segregate the sexes. To do the latter, by the 
force of law, is to institutionalise new forms of dictatorship 
based on the misuse of old democratic values. The 
democracy that brought the 80 deputies to the chambers of 
free thought and free debate must not and, by the will of 
people, should not, give the honourable gentlemen the right 
to legislate, legalise or outlaw our personal preferences or 
choices. Those who do not like half of the society to live, 
work and think with the other half can do so in the privacy 
of their own homes and backyards, but cannot impose their 
will on the whole society of modern state, which prides itself 
on respecting basic human rights. This is a very serious 
issue. Liberal and reasonable minded people in this country 
should not sit idle while they see the “people’s representa- 
tives” infringe on their rights and freedoms as citizens. The 
issue here is not desegregation or segregation at swimming 
pools and other public facilities. It is about the core of the 
debate of the sort of democracy that we seek: Tribal or civic, 
forward looking or ultimately backward. If we choose the 
former, in either case we will continue to oppress the 
individual with our tribal ethics, some of which are totally 
unsuitable to the modern age. If we opt for the latter, which 
we strongly believe we should do, then we ought to free the 
individual from the shackles of dank-age restrictions that led 
to our present-day backwardness. Segregation at swimming 
pools or as in earlier examples at government departments is 
only the first step towards segregation in afl walks of life. 
The conservative-reactionary alliance seems determined to 
achieve this goal bes*nse It strives to control people and 
their behaviour. It is unfortunate that progressive forces are 
not only submitting to this, but some of the so-called liberals 
and leftists are joining hands with the ultra-conservative 
camp to help it achieve its agenda. The supposedly 
open-minded Cabinet of ours and its parliamentary base are 
to Marne for this regression. This is because IJis Majesty the 
King’s successive governments have consistently had as 
their mandate programmes that are supposed to take 
Jordan into the modern ages, into the 21st century. And it is 
not only that. The present government has its guidelines also 
embedded in the respect for democracy and Insic freedoms. 
The Cabinet and its loyal Woe in Parliament should not 
always be taken by surprise by the ultra -conservatives’ 
movements and actions and should always be prepared to 
put up a fight when issues like these come up in the House. 
This government should, in theory at least, represent 
progress. And as such it should defend the values of 
individuals in the country and not just the objectives of 
organised groups and other political bullies. But the 
ultimate responsibility rests on the shoulders of all open- 
minder 9 and democracy-conscious groups and citizens them- 
selves. Unless they create the civic structures that could 
shield and protect their freedoms and values, they are 
bound to be the losers. We should not just sing the praises of 
democracy while forgetting about our responsibilities and 
duties as enlightened citizens. Democracy is a political tool 
but liberty is an inherent right of ours. The ultra conserva- 
tives' onslaught on individual liberties, under whatever 
name it comes, must be resisted in order to be able to move 
forward. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


ISRAEL MUSi • .■) angry CvV.usc for the first time in its 
history it finds the secretary general of the United Nations 
demanding sanctions on it for defying \J.N. resolutions, said A1 
Ra’i Arabic daily Wednesday. Should the Security Council accept 
the secretary general's recommendation, and apply sanctions on 
the Jewish state, the world community will have reason to believe 
that the world organisation is trying to reestablish its credibility 
and impose respect, said the daily. The paper noted that the U.N. 
Security Council has. to date, been accused by the majority of 
nations of adopting double standards in its dealings with world 
issui-' 7 v p ’cause i» *U.-wcd itself to remain under the 
influence of the major powers and the United States, said the 
paper. It said that the world organisation, which imposed its will 
on Iraq under the pressure of the major powers of the world, is 
expected to apply similar measures on questions related to 
Palestine and former Yugoslavia so that it can win over the 
respect of the world community again. The move of Boutros 
Ghali. to try to force Israel to implement Security Council 
Resolution 799, concerning the deponed Palestinians, the paper 
pointed out. presents a new chance for the world community to 
start implementing the other resolutions as well and opens the 
door for real progress towards the attainment of genuine peace. 


THE U.N. secretary general’s move to enforce Security Council 
Resolution 799 was welcomed by Sawt A! Shaab daily which said 
that the world organisation had given Israel ample to comply with 
the resolution and return the expellees. The paper said that the 
secretary general of the United Nations sent Israel one envoy 
after another trying to persuade the Rabin government to rescind 
its decision of deporting the Palestinians, to no avail. There is no 
douhi that the Rabin government has been encouraged by the 
U.S. administration to pursue its atrocities gainst the Arab 
people, hence its defiance of the resolution and the world 
community's decision, said the daily. Now that the U.N. 
credibility' was questioned and in the light of the embarrassing 
situation resulting from its double standard dealings, the secretary 
general decided that something should be done to help the world 
organisation regain its confidence and self-esteem, the paper said. 


The rule of 
law and justice 


By Pascal B. Knrtny 


In his book “The Law and the 
Constitution 1 * Sir Ivor Jennings 
says: “To maintain peace and to 
secure that disputes shall be set- 
tled on the basis of legal rights, it 
is necessary to establish the rule 
of law; that is to establish order 
and then to maintain peace 
through the settlement of dis- 
putes in accordance with law.” 
To raise this principle to the 
international plane, the Security 
Council members, particularly 
the permanent influential mem- 
bers, must see to it that its resolu- 
tions are just and that they are 
implemented in all relevant cases. 
In other words, the council must 
uphold the rule of law in all 
international disputes and put it 
into force without being swayed 
Mrtiality to one side of the 
or to the other. 


trial or the slightest investigation 
and are now stranded in no man's 
land between Lebanon and 
Israel. 


The Security Council has 
issued Resolution 799, of Dec. 
18, 1992, which condemns Israel 
for the unlawful and inhuman 
expulsion of more than 400 
Palestinians from their homes 
and called upon it to return them 
safely and immediately. Israel’s 
action is compounded by the fact 
that among the expellees there 
were about IS expelled by mis- 
take. So far, the said resolution 
has not been implemented and 
the Secretary-General of the 
U.N. had sent two envoys to 
convince Israel to return the ex- 
pellees as required by the resolu- 
tion, but to no avail. 


This is not the first time that 
Israel refuses to abide by the 
United Nations resolutions. 
There are in the files of the 
United Nations scores of resolu- 
tions passed against Israel, some 
by the General Assembly, others 
by the Security Council, but 
Israel rejected them all and put 
them in the waste-paper basket 
while the United Nations, 
through the predominance of the 
U.S., let them die a slow death. 

On the other hand, where 
Israel is not involved, the Secur- 
ity Council is quite eager to im- 
plement its resolutions. The con- 
tinuous application for more than 
two yean of the sanctions im- 
posed upon Iraq is just one exam- 
ple of foe partially of the council 
members and of the non- 
application of the rale of law in 
all cases and on all states con- 
cerned. 


There is a Roman law adage 
which says Fiat justida, mat 
coelum’, which means that justice 
must be done even if the heavens 
fall. Justice must be done to the 
Palestinians and particularly to 
those who were expelled at ran- 
dom from their homes without 


With regard to the application 
of justice fwish to mention a case 
which occurred during the British 
mandate over Palestine when the 
Palestinian Arabs revolted in 
1936 and thereafter against the 
infamous British policy. The case 
can be outlined as follows: In 
order to enable the British armed 
forces to combat the Arab fight- 
ers who were entrenched in the 
old quarter of Jaffa, the Palestine 
government dropped pamphlets 
in Arabic from an airplane over 
Jaffa telling the inhabitants of the 
old quarter of the city that it 
wanted to demolish the dilapi- 
dated houses so as to replan the 
quarter, organise it and make it a 
healthier place to live in. The 
pamphlets requested therefore 
that the inhabitants of the old 
quarter evacuate it for safety 
reasons. The Palestine authorities 
also posted warnings telling the 
people of the old quarter to leave 
their houses for their safety. 
What was noticeable watf the fact 
that neither the pamphlets nor 
the posters were signed by any 
official of the Palestine govern- 
ment. But at the bottom of the 
pamphlets and the posters was 
written: “Printed in the Palestine 
Government Printing Press.” 

Eventually, the inhabitants of 
the old quarter had to evacuate 
their houses. However, the real 
purpose for demolishing the old 
town was not for planning or for 
aesthetic purposes, but for facili- 
tating the entry of the British 
army into Jaffa and crushing the 
resistance of the Arab fighters 
entrenched there. Subsequently, 
some of the owners of the de- 
molished houses brought legal 
action against the government of 
Palestine in the High Court of 
Justice to show cause for the 
demolition and eventually claim 
damages before the competent 
court. What is relevant for our 
purpose here are the judgements 
delivered respectively, by the then 
Chief Justice Sir Michael McDon- 
ncl and Puisne Justice Manning 
sitting in the High Court of Jus- 
tice. Both judges delivered sepa- 
rate stinging judgements against 
the Palestine government 

With regard to the absence of 
signature on the pamphlets, by 
any government official, and to* 
the concealment of the real pur- 
pose of the demolition of the old 
quarter of Jaffa, the chief justice 
said that the Palestine govern- 
ment “evinced unparalleled lack 
of moral courage” and added: “I 


am surprised that I do not find a 
single responsible official of the 
Palestine government who is will- 
ing to append his signature to 
those pamphlets and warnings. 
There is no doubt it would have 
been more honourable for the 
government if it bad truthfully 
and courageously stated that the 
bask purpose of the intended 
destruction was for the defence of 
Palestine (under the Defence 
Emergency Regulations), which 
means in effect to facilitate the 
entry of the armed and police 
forces to the densely populated 
quarter of the town instead of 
throwing dust in the people's eyes 
by pretending that tne ahn of the 
destruction was for aesthetic 
reasons, for planning of the town 
and public health.” 


Judge Manning on the other 
band, stated among other mat- 
ters: “In any event, the govern- 
ment has hidden the truth and 
mixed bitterness with honey by 
telling the people that the pur- 


pose of the project was for the 
improvement of Jaffa.” 


following the delivery of the 
judgement of the High Court of 
Justice, the chief justice Sir 
Michael McDonnel was placed on 
retirement by the British govern- 
ment and Puisne Justice Manning 
was transferred to one of the 
British African colonies. In order 
to pay tribute to the two justices, 
the Palestine Arab Higher Com- 
mittee (which then represented 
the Palestinian people) held a 
farewell banquet in their honour. 
In his farewell speech. Chief Jus- 
tice McDonnel said, among other 
things, that although he was put 
on retirement and ira colleague 
was transferred elsewhere, he 
would care less as long as his 
conscience was dear and he had 
applied justice. 

Hopefully, the Israeli- High 
Court of Justice, which is review- 
ing the case of the Palestinian 
expellees, will follow m the steps 
of the ex-Palestine High Court of 
Justice and pass a k judgement 
pphokh’ng the, rule ‘af . law. ahd 
justice and ordering" the govern- 
ment of Israel to return die expel- 
lees to their homes. Such a judge- 
ment should therefore be in con- 
formity with Security Council Re- 
solution 799 and with internation- 
al law and international conven- 
tions, particularly the 4th Geneva 
Convention of 1949, to which 
Israel is a party. Indeed, regard- 
less of internal Israeli laws, inter- 
national law and international 
conventions override and take 
precedence over them. This is a 
well recognised principle of inter- 
national law. 


The i 




By bat R. Hajari 


ONE OF die most i m p re ss i ve 
statements often repeated by 
new U.S. President Bill Clin- 
ton was that be wanted to stay 
in touch with the people. He 
realised the nature of his job as 
president will not allow him as 
much contact with the citizenry 
as he would have wufted. Yet 
■ he (fid not want to lose touch. 
He (fid not want to get distant. 
He (fid not want to be far, 
removed from the masses and 
risk becoming alien to their 
very needs and aspirations. 
People's faith him and in his 
ability to deliver solutions to 
their grievances got him the 
job of president. His success Or 
failure will be realised as time 
goes by. But they are not the 
criteria we are interested in for 
this analysis. Staying in touch 
with your people, as presented 
by Mr. Cunton, is the theme 
which we will tackle comparing 
it to the general trend for most 
leaden and politicians in the 
Arab World of staying out of 
touch with their citizens. 

Looking at politics. in the 
Middle East, we find a long 
series of rulers who are forcibly 
imposed on their people. They 
either drive to office In a tank 
or are driven out of office by a 
bullet. In most parts of the 
Arab World there seems to be 
no relationship between the 
rulers and the ruled, the 
oppressors and the oppressed. 
An odd relationship exists be- 
tween those whose liberty is 
restricted and those who im- 
pose the restriction. 

Many myths exist that res- 
trictions on individuals are for 
the purpose of making them 
better off. Varied government 
interventions in different Arab 
countries often change people 
so that their future choices 
differ substantially from what 
they would have chosen if the 
interventions bad not taken 
. place. Sadly, the impairment 
caused is relatively permanent 
and {be restrictions on Khjuty 
rafoertaffinifted.; V 

During the recent 'Crisis in 
the Gillfj Jordan was among, 
the very few countries in the 
Middle East going through 
some democratisation and 
more liberalism. The Jorda- 
nian Parliament, though not 
perfect, was quite representa- 
tive. It brought the leadership 
doser to the sentiments and 
aspirations of the people. In 
most parts of the Arab World 
parliaments are either non- 
existent or simply “parrot” in- 
stitutions. Parliaments are 
merely rubber stamps for gov- 


ernment policies. Even in old- 
er, quasi democracies, such as 
. Egypt, parliament is muted. 
Tbe Arab Gulf states produced 
a new “innovation” to demo- 
cratic rule, i.e. the consultative 
council. Members of such - 
councils are a p po inted by the 
rulers, paid fra 1 generously by 
the. same rulers, and .fired at 
discretion by these very rulers! 
The gap between the executive 
branch and the citizenry at 
large remains as wide as ever. 
Hence, many leaders stay, with 
persistence, out of touch with 
their people. 

Many criteria seem to iden- 
tify Arab ruleiship. Slogans' 
are often used as substitutes 
for policy or masks for lack of 
it. Many gov ernm ents supply 
illusions instead of . clearcut 
solutions. This approach leads 
dramatically to masking the 
problem and induces people to 
drink ft does not exist or things 
are better die ' way they are. 

Governance in many parts of 
the Arab World is rather uni- 
que; it takes the form of mak- 
ing people act against their 
own will for their respective 
“own good”. When govern- 
ments do wrong, they claim it 
is in order to do good. 

Arab ■ membership in the. 
Western coalition against Iraq 
was a grave act against peo- 
ple's wj&bes and aspirations in 
most Arab countries. Yet this 
wrongdoing was portrayed as 
being m.the best interests of 
the people. In die very words 
of Professor Kenneth Stein, 
director of the Middle East 
Research Programme at Em- 
ory University, -if it were not • 
for Arab .partnership in the 
coalitiotL-'lhe. .United States 
. could , not have ever launched 
any military attack on Iraq. 
Arab partnership, even symbo- 
lically, was more than hnpor- 
. tant for realising Operation 
Desert Storm. Iraq did wrong 
by invading and annexing 
; Kuwait-, But the. 
did mote . harm _ _ 

. foreign intervention to' replace 
a posable Arab solution .to the 
. crisis. This partnership led to 
the military and pofitiad des- 
truction of an Arab country, 
massive expenditure on the 
war from the coffers of rich 
Arab states, enhancement of 
the strategic power of the all- 
time enemy and threat — Iran, 
increased intransigence by 
Israel, unfavourable terms for 
the weakened Arabs to attend 
the peace conference with 
Israel, increased mistrust be- 
tween Arabs, expanded haired 


between' the have and havp- 
nots, and die rise to alarming 
levels erf mflitaBcy andfufc- 
damehtalism. Yet, manysk?- 
gans still insist that this wasaH 
done for the benefit, and bet- 
terinent of Arabs. It is worthy 

- to note in this context that if 
leaders, politicians or dedrioo- 

- makers have mo loyalties, they 
are useless. If their loyalties da 
not relate to the real needs Of 
the people; then the quafity ef 
judgement may be mpewag. 
but certainly not usefoL 

This system of gov er nance 
centres on allaying or -elevating 
fears. It reiterates various 
issues until they seem true. 
Important facts are constantly 
' ignored or omitted. It denies 
people the understanding they 
need to pass judg em e n t s tb*t 
are essential to the “democra- 
tic” societies,- and d emocrati c 
nde. ■/.■ 

In politics, the troth s e ems 
to be violated by three perso- 
nality types. To intense idde- 
togues, . truth is just a phe- 
nomenon. To . opportunists, 
truth is irrelevant To seo- 
deceivers, it takes less effort fo 
pretend that ours is a wonder-; 
fill world than to make it so.. 
Such violations of truth archud 
enough for every personality 
type, bnat^a ouastrophe when 
all three violations exist mine 
Arab decision-making appar- 
atus. it is further oompHcatijd 
when the concept of goyeriK 
ance includes restrictions on: 
liberty which can take the form 
of physical or legal coenooa.ft 
is sad to witness how pubtic- 
proMem are Created as-ropes 
to be. sold rather than knotsdp' 
be untied. ; . 

.Leaders need a sense of Ml-, 
tory to avoid firing only m djie 
present and assuming that thhr 
own era is eternal and adu- 
lated from change. They need 
to keep a progressive 'outlook 
and sup po rt freedom. Viewing 
issues with a “wide-angle lens”' 

31 allows _,foem«. to. witness; .the. 
-wide fibrizoas -between. 

' and false; posable and kkaL lt 
may also be important to have 
Some friends who care neidfer 
about politics nor about their, 
personal success. They need 4b. 
get doser to the people. Thdy 
need to stay in touch! 

Many pies are inedible due 
to wrong or low quality ingre- 
dients. Yet, there are enough 
• mature, well-nourished and A- 
dass ingredients in the Arab 
World to produce the tasti&t 
pie of freedom and prosperity. 
We, Arabs, certainly deserve 
better than phat is on offer. 




Th 


;.? : - 


C : - 
Jje- ‘ 




ft 




fc-'- 


s&-~ 

C Z . 
V ' ' 

•V •7‘ 


I 


■■ 

. J - ■ 


S- 


«*■ - 
•■fesT 


"ft-. 
V • 

f 

F' 


t. ■* ' 

azsr. 

kr< 


- 


. 

£ 

f:.. 


Vr 

t 


Yugoslavia peace plan on knife edge 
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By Patrick Worsnip 
Reuter 


GENEVA — An unexpected 
Croatian attack on the Serb-held 
enclave of Krajina is threatening 
to bring the whole flimsy edifice 
of the international peace plan 
for the former Yugoslavia 
crashing to the ground. 

In Geneva, United Nations and 
European Community mediators 
are soldiering on with talks on a 
settlement for neighbouring Bos- 
nia. hoping against hope that the 
fighting in Krajina will fizzle out. 

But even the phlegmatic con- 
ference spokesman, Fred Eck- 
hard, has referred publicly to the 
risk of the new crisis “substantial- 
ly undermining the peace talks" if 
it gets worse. 

Peace mediator Lord Owen de- 
scribed it as “potentially very 
serious.” 


Serbian President Slobodan 
Milosevic and President Dobrica 
Cosic of the rump Yugoslavia 
pressured Bosnian Serb leader 
Radovan Karadzic to accept the 
idea two weeks ago. He in turn 
persuaded his “parliament” in 
Bosnia to endorse it. 

All three men have laid their 
credibility on the line with hard- 
line compatriots who demand a 
“greater Serbia" embracing parts 
of Croatia and Bosnia, and foil 
support for fellow Serbs in far- 
flung regions like Krajina. 

Lord Owen and his co- 
mediator Cyrus Vance have ex- 
tracted promises from Mr. Cosic 
and Mr. Karadzic that they will 
not send troops to Krajina and 
will rely on redress from the 
United Nations over the Croatian 
action, which Mr. Vance and 


Lord Owen have called unjusti- 
fied, if understandable. 

But diplomats doubt whether 
Serb leaders can stick to such 
promises if opposition at home 
gets too tough. They also doubt 
that the U.N., which has imposed 
economic sanctions on Serbia, is 
likely to take a pro-Serbian 
Stance. 

Already, Serbian volunteers 
from Belgrade are heading for 
Krajina and Yugoslavia has 
placed its army on a higher state 
of combat readiness. 

The crisis in Croatia comes at a 
time when the Bosnia talks had 
reached a critical point. 

The mediators scored a success 
when they got all three Bosnian 
factions — Serbs, Muslims and 
Croats — to agree to an outline 
constitution. But lengthy hag- 


gling has begun over tire prop- 
osed boundaries of the 10 pro- 
vinces, which both Muslims and 
Serbs want changed in their 
favour. 

Even should agreement be 
reached on this, arid on a cease- 
fire, many analysts are sceptical 
on how the plan would work 
without creating what it was de- 
signed to avoid — de facto parti- 
tion of Bosnia into three mini- 
states. 

In theory, the fighting in 
Croatia has nothing to do with 
Bosnia. In' practice, unless it is 
stopped quickly it can only in- 
flame relations between the Bos- 
nian communities and sap their 
confidence in the U.N. 

Adding to the troubles of the 
mediators is uncertainty over the 
Yugoslav policies of new U.S. 


President Bill Clinton, whose in- 
auguration came just two days 
before the Croatian attack. 

Mr. Clinton has been hinting 
for some time about tougher ac- 
tion against Serbia and has stop- 
ped short of endorsing the Vance- 
Owen plan. Some influential 
U.S. press commentators say the 
Geneva talks are just wasting 
time while the lulling goes on in 
Bosnia. 

Options before Mr. Gmton 
range from enforcing a U.N. “no- 


fly zone” over Bosnia or laun- 
ching air strikes against Serb 
targets, to pressing for the lifting 
of a U.N. arms embargo to alfew 
the Bosnian Muslims to import 
weapons freely. • 

Mr. Vance opposes aU such 
moves as likely to prolong the j 
Yugoslav civil war. He said tins 
week that lifting the arms embar- 
go would “lead to a wider and 
deeper war which might spread 
into the lower part of the Bal- 
kans.” 



Croatian President Franjo 
Tudjman sent troops on Friday — 
the day before the latest round 
of the Geneva talks — into a 
neutral U.N. monitored area on 
the edges of Krajina to secure a 
strategic bridge and airport near 
the Adriatic port of Zadar. 

Krajina is part of Croatia but is 
inhabited mainly by Serbs. It has 
been under U.N. protection since 
a ceasefire in the war over Croa- 
tian independence a year ago, 
and Zagreb has frequently voiced 
frustration over its inability to 
regain control there. 

Belgrade officials and Bosnian 
Serb leaders in Geneva de- 
nounced the Croatian move as an 
attempt to sabotage the talks.' 
Bosnia's Muslim President Alija 
Izetbegovic. a nominal ally of the 
Bosnian Croats, also described its 
effects as negative. 

While Serb leaders, blamed by 
the West for the mayhem in 
former Yugoslavia, have for once 
been able to accuse someone else 
of aggression, this has plainly 
brought them little satisfaction. 

For whatever reason, they had 
decided in recent weeks to lend 
their support to the mediators' 
plan for a sovereign Bosnian Re- 
public divided into 10 largely 
autonomous provinces. 



Lest we should forget 


To Che Editor: 


Deportation of Palestinians from the occupied territories has becni 
going on since 1967! The total number erf Palestinians de pa r te d 
until recently was about 2,000. With the new batch of deportees, 
the total number has become dose to 2,500. 1 - 

The uproar bf the Security Council over Israel's refusal to! 
return the deportees is an admirable case of “muscle flexing” 

The emphasis at present ts on foe 415. But foe Security OrancR 
should not forget the other 2,000 deportees. They have also been' 
deported illegally and there have been several Security GomtcfiL 
resolutibas- (prior to foe present resolution, number 799V rcJated f# 
to their return (numbers 607, 608, 636, 641, 694, 726). UiifoWu-: I 
natcly, none of these were implemented: ■ 

The role of the Seoarity Council is to see that Israel rescitKte df 
deportation orders. Yes, all of them, and m compfiance with’ 
several Security Council resolutions! The order* are absolutely' 
illegal and, as such, aU 2,415 deportees should be allowed to’ 
return to their homes and families. ... 

Of course it is natural that the Security Council pal spccfel; 
emphasis on the present crisis. This is related to hnn&utafiaf 
considerations and to the magnitude of the one blow daurtatkx! 

It is also related to the effect. foe present deportatibtth^rtver 
foe peace process. But foe United Nations should be careful lest!' 
there Should be an unintentional U.N\ -Israel trade off .namely: 
the return of the 415 and the for ge tt in g of the ofoerJ^BDO! -■ ■ 


Hnoa Mtdr,! 
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The Jordan Times welcomes tetters and contributkms Aom ds' gl 
readers on any subject they wish to tackle. Letters intended tortf 
publicat ion, however, should contain the writer's full name and 
preferably address as well. Names can be withheld only 1 upon 
request and under spetiat emomstances. Letters are subfeet to 
editing. Tbe newspapers not responsible for tite rttiiro af e icd 
manuscripts. 
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How f met Saddam Hussein 


2 ), 


For more' than two years now, Dan Rather, Peter 
Jennings, Ted Koppel, Tom Brokaw and other 
4 . media lurrunanes have tried repeatedty and 
w* unsuqoessfully to meet the Iraqi president I 
{Succeeded Jast week. My name is Amjad 
,*■ ^adros. lam the CBS News office manager in 

. ^ ■ON -’JAN. 5, AI Ortiz, the anything from our office at 
^ *£BS ; Jfew5 vice president in AJ Rasheed. 

7^** foreign news, called On Jan. 17, Iraq was still 

xfS A* ^ pointed out what / celebra ting the 2nd 
- :^;^n^ady.hnew; that the situa- anniversary of The Mother 
in-Iraq was heating up Of All Battles, while in New 
i % h fe asked me to York the V.N. refused the 

3 ^•arrange visas. latest Iraqi offer concerning 

4 Tbei fpJJowing day hap- the flight of the U.N. inspec- 

^i.-^jpened-ro be the 72nd tors spelled out by Iraqi Dc- 

'^anniversary of Iraq's army, a puty Prime Minister Tareq 

Rational holiday. We tried Aziz. At 3:00 p.m., the Iraqi 
^ :j&* d to get through to president gave a. lengthy 


7? - Vie Ministry of Information 
^ Baghdad. Eventually , at 
;£.-00 p.m., f managed to get 
i ai£jo Mr-.Naji AI Hadithi, the 
^ -Jdepnty^lraqi minister of in- 
> formation. He was cordial 
ft ^ find said -that there should be 
• ho problem with the visas. 
~ 5 . 'fie added that he was looking 
"3a- 'jfprward^fo see our producer 
'j 3 • '.$pc If alderman and our cor- 
; ! Respondent, Bob Simon , both 

7 1’ ‘ .of whom are very well known 
C 7^J .to the Ministry of Informa- 
r.^ ttion in Baghdad. 

It has always been tricky to 
.45^ Jffief CBS News to Baghdad . 

'-and this time it was no diffe- 
" a& jwnf. The CBS team was due 
'i jjp arrive at Queen Alia Inter- 
:r ^ rational Airport from Lon - 
: -u-i rjpn at 6--20 p.m. The Iraqi 
“ < j embassy said it would, stay 
odpen until 5 P.M. An hour 
7^7 nmd toffy minutes to dear 
<1 6ustoms and immigration and 
get to the embassy? I didn't 
■i " ‘Think we’d make it — and we 


r-j : :jpdn’t. But the embassy covered with blood. I could 
$ayed open after 8 just to not stop myself from shout- 
T- *s r&ait for us. ing. I was in a terrible state of 

*»• With our visas firmly shock. 
ur - ^stamped in the passports , we I pulled my body out to the 

■ "drove our caravan of CMC corridor. My neighbours 
s&ibt&B&ry vtahsf&fatiecl the -'■Wefo banging at'thc ~ddbr of 

jS. i^reolfaild^./wcfeen/iQur 'open.' People were running in 
\8pve to Baghdad. the hallway and for the .first 


Of All Battles, while in New 
York the V.N. re/used the 
latest Iraqi offer concerning 
the flight of the U.N. inspec- 
tors spelled out by Iraqi De- 
puty Prime Minister Tareq 
Aziz. At 3:00 p.m., the Iraqi 
president gave a. lengthy 
speech, which was repeated 
at 9:00 p.m. As the night fell, 
things looked tense , our ream 
left for the press centre at the 
Ministry of Information 
down the road from AI 
Rasheed. As he walked out 
of the office. Bob Simon said: 
lt Amjad, you are in charge . " 

/ sat down to listen to 
President Hussein's speech 
for the second time. Then I 
took a pillow . put it down on 
the Boor and lay down with 
my feet near the window. I 
could not stop myself from 
falling asleep while listening 
to the speech. I must have 
been tired. 

Some time, later, / woke 
up to a very loud bang. It 
took me some time to realise 
what happened. The office 
was filled with shattered 
glass: smoke was coming 
from outside; the window 
frame whs thrown on the 
floor, and my left leg was 
covered with blood. I could 
not stop myself from shout- 
ing. I was in a terrible state of 
shock. 

I pulled my body out to the 
corridor. My neighbours 


... 4 - - r In, Baghdad, we stayed at 
‘f£he famous AI Rasheed 
s s. Motel. A place the foreign 

- r ‘media calls "home.” AI 

: oRasheed; near the western 

-bank of the Tigris , has a 

— - ‘ "majestic look. It is built like a 
~?i' fortress — which turned out 

7 Jo be a very good thing. 

7.1 £ From the moment I arrived 
' ‘ 1 AI Rasheed, I shook hands 
. . and exchanged greetings with 
7 . -dozensof people there, never 
thinking that we would all 
share the same fate'. 

The following days were 
busy, to say the least. Every 
day the CBS Foreign Desk in 
: . -. '^Ncw York would go crazy 
:■ ^‘‘ Sbout an imminent allied air 
on ^ capital. 
-•■-JjZ jptis time , for once , they 
'■ *wene right. 

2**. On. Jan. 13, the allies laun- 
' \ . ^chcdan air strike on the Iraqi 
' >»ir defenses in southern Iraq. 
V - 'J^he 32nd parallel is 40 miles 
^south’ . of Baghdad, which 
. . .yinakes it impossible to see 


the hallway and for the .first 
time, I thought I was going to 
die. Eventually, / gathered 
up my force, stood up and 
dragged myself to a room 
down the corridor. I shouted 
at the man standing there: 
“ Help me, go to our room, 
836. Get the First Aid Kit. It 
is in a box near the TV set ” 
The man ran to my room and 
as I dragged myself to bis 
bed, took my socks off and 
my trousers down to see what 
had happened to my leg and 
where all that blood was com- 
ing from. The man ran back 
to the room shouting: "Can't 
find it, can’t find it.” His 
shouting was interrupted by 
another loud sound and 
flashes from the window. / 
ran back to the corridor ; 1 
asked another man to throw 
me a towel from his room as I 
left my trousers in the other 
room and the doors were 
locked by then. 

/ followed the others trot- 
ting down the staircase on 


Albert Hourani 


■u TUE DEATH of Albert 
it; Hotitam on Jan. 17 is an 


flfjJ ’ inuricnse impOYcrishmcnt of 
‘J dx community of Middle 
! Eastern studies in Europe 
j „ and North America. Nobody 
r e&e since George Antonius 
~fl ‘has written with such com- 
'* .-I pelting assurance about the 
■ problems of tbe Arab World 
and tbetr international sig- 
- afflaiHC. 

7‘ . j" His parents had migrated 
'faun Lebanon to Xfancbes- 
.-77 [ terijefftre World War II and 

" Albert was educated at an 
tj Engff^ imMk school said at 
7 i Magdalen College, Oxford. 
{£> 19J9 be was drawn by m 
", / .Arnold Toynbee into the' 
^.‘7 organisation which was to 
^become the Foreign Office 
. p Beseanrfi Department, tnov- 
“ing later in the war from 
, >7 ^ there to Cairo and Jem- 
^s/^safew at a tune when the 
issue of, Palestine was be- 
• 7 , coming Britain’s major re- 
. gjonal preoccupation. In- 
* evitabty he was reemited by 
Musa Aland, who had taken 
command of the presents- 
^ tkm %if the Arab case to 
' world opnrioo. When the 

V * • 


Anglo-American Commit- 
tee on Palestine visited Jeru- 
salem in 1946 it was Houra- 
ni who was chosen to state 
the Arab case, which be did 
with imprests ve logic and 
eloquence. 

Returning to Oxford in 
1948, he began an academic 
career which lasted effec- 
tively until his death, based 
for most of that time at St. 
Antony’s College. He made 
numerous visits to the Un- 
ited States aund could almost 
certainly fare had a presti- 
gious academic position 
there, but preferred to stay 
in Oxford. 

He wrote extensively, 
largely on die cultural rela- 
tionship of Arab and West- 
ern societies and, being him- 
self a Catholic, with a con- 
stant awareness of the cen- 
tral significance of Islam 
and Christianity . His quiet 
and authoritative presence 
will be long remembered in 
the drdes where Arab and 
Islamic affairs are studied 
— Middle East Interna- 
tional. 

Harold Bedey 


one leg. We got to the lobby. 
It was dark, water was all 
over the place , and people 
were running around aimless- 
ly. We went one Boor down 
to the basement. A doctor 
was standing there and told 
met to go outside to an ambu- 
lance. I said: *T am O.K., / 
just want some cotton to 
dean my wound . " / was then 
helped out from the back 
door to the car park. The 
Boor was freezing, I was bare 
footed, covered with a towel 
and the only thing I could 
think of was “ Why the AI 
Rasheed?” I always told my 
friends back home that AI 
Rasheed is the safest place in 
Baghdad; the Americans 
know that the foreign media 
stay there, they'll never touch 
the place. 

The ambulance bad a 
female dt.ver, who whizzed 
us confidently from the hotel 
to the AI Karameb teaching 
hospital where we were 
rushed to the emergency 
unit. The efficiency and pro- 
fessionalism of the doctors 
there was remarkable. There 
is no doubt that these people 
have seen more miseries than 
tonight’s and bigger wounds 
than the tiny one in my leg ; 
but for me, of course, it was 
serious stuff. 

By that time President 
Hussein was on the air again 
giving another speech. I 
thought: “J have to go back 
to the hotel, who will trans- 
late this for the crew?” A 
doctor came and had a look 
at my wound and told 
another guy to dean it. A 
third made two quick stitches 
in my leg. By that stage, / 
knew I'd be alright. Then I 
thought I have to call my 
crew; they’ll be worried sick 
about me; the office is blown 
to pieces; my blood is all over 
the place; and I am not there. 
'■What at nightmare fbx Joe. ; 
... Lstart&k £Q $$%^peopie , 
at the emergency umtito call - 
the press centre and tell my 
colleagues that I am still 
alive. Every one told me to 
calm down, but I started 
shouting. I guess I bad not- 
yet recovered from the 
shock. Then someone said he 
had tried to call, but the 
number was engaged and the 
. telephone operator was blind 
and can't write tire numbers , 
so they have to keep remind- 
ing him. 

Another idea came to my 
mind; to try to go the press 
centre by myself. It was not 
very smart, I had no trousers. 


and could barely walk. I cal- 
led chief doctor, who told me 
that I was O.K. and could 
leave as soon as the bus from 
the AI Rasheed came to pick 
me up. By that time the 
emergency unit was filled 
with photographers, news- 
paper correspondents, and 
army officers. Then, I real- 
ised that I had become the 
latest casualty of the Amer- 
ican aggression against Iraq, 
that I was the hottest news 
item of the day. They all 
asked me my name and what 
happened to me. I replied: “I 
don’t know, I was sleeping, 
and woke up in hell.'' 

The doctor in charge came 
and said they'd take me to a 
certain point , where a bus 
from AI Rasheed would pick 
me up. They put me in a 
wheel chair and an old man 
pushed me out. Minutes la- 
ter, I could see that / was 
being pushed in the wrong 
direction towards the hospital 
building. I started to sbout 
again, begging the poor guy 
to take me back. Eventually, 
I gave up. 

I was taken to a hospital 
ward, where other injured 
people were brought. I lay 
down on the bed, working 
out a plan to go to the press 
centre or at least make a 
phone call. Another journal- 
ist came in to interview me. / 
tried to bargain with him: 
The interview in exchange for 
a lift to the press centre. He 
agreed, but of course I deli- 
vered my side of the bargain 
and he did not. A Sudanese 
ward assistant came in. I tried 
to bribe him to go and make 
the phone call. What a 
shame , all my money was in 
my trousers. A deferred pay- 
ment was not as effective as 
the real thing. More friendly 
doctors came to check my 
injury. I became hysterical, 
•beggtpg thepi to take me out. 
TJZpf ^e/:di^dr,;said Lam 
Mae, I can leave” I screamed. 
No one paid attention. They 
said: "Calm down calm 
down , try to sleep.” 

Things began to change at 
the ward. A group of govern- 
ment officials walked into the 
room. Later, I was told that 
one of them was the minister 
of health. New pillow covers, 
clean bed sheets were rushed 
into the room. Another man 
came carrying a bunch of 
brand new files. For one 
more time, I was asked to 
give my name and details, 
which were scribbled on the 
cover of the new files. / felt 





Saddam Hussein 

lots of movement in the corri- 
dor. and the door opened. 

Suddenly President Hus- 
sein entered the room, wear- 
ing his well known military 
uniform and his khaki over- 
coat. He was followed by an 
army of cameramen, some of 
whom I’d seen on TV. / was 
totally overwhelmed by the 
occasion. / could not believe 
my eyes and thought I was 
dreaming, perhaps I was 
sleeping in my house in Am- 
man. Anyhow, by then the 
Iraqi President was talking to 
the person lying next to me, 
and surely, I thought, I was 
next. 

Part of my job is monitor- 
ing Iraqi television. This 
means translating virtually 
every word Mr. Hussein ut- 
ters. not to mention the news 
broadcast and the national 
songs shown on Iraqi TV, 
most of which feature the 
Iraqi president. The differ- 
ence between TV and reality 
is that Mr. Hussein looks 
physically bigger than he 
does on television. He may 
be the president of Iraq, the 
defiant one, the man who 
confronted the thirty coun- 
tries. But even if you didn't 
know who he was, his pre- 
sencewtmld -he . overwhelm- 
irrg. r * Aside from m anything 
else . be was a few inches 
taller than anyone else in the 
room. 

President Hussein walked 
towards me. I pulled my body 
to embrace him and he re- 
ciprocated. He asked: “ How 
are you doing?” I replied 
with a few words, which I 
cannot remember now, and 
went on to say how I was 
grateful for this treatment 
and bow good the doctors 
were. Mr. Hussein said that 
all Arab brothers are wel- 
come in Baghdad and that it 
is their home, ( this was one 
of the headlines in AI 


Jumburiya newspapers the 
next day), and went on to ask 
if / needed any help. One of 
the doctors whom 1 had 
harassed earlier about getting 
out , said that / wanted to go. 
Mr. Hussein smiled and said 
that I should obey the doc- 
tors’ orders. I replied that I 
would do whatever they told 
me to do. 

We laughed and he walked 
to see the next patient. The 
TV cameras and the still 
photographers did not stop 
rolling for the whole happy 
occasion. 

Half an hour later, 
Kareem, an employee at the 
Ministry of Information, 
walked into the room fol- 
lowed by our driver Majid. 
After a long explanation . 
they rushed back to the press 
centre to see my team and 
call my parents, before they 
could hear the news from 
someone else. 

The next morning. I was a 
celebrity in Baghdad. The 
Iraqi minister of trade, came 
to shake hands with me in the 
lobby of the A I Rasheed, 
while I was exchanging greet- 
ings with all the people I 
know and others I had never 
seen . before... Our_ producer. 

Xoe.. 

more- titles to my name: Now, 
it reads: " Amjad Tadros, 
MC, chief accountant, master 
translator , hero of the people 
and friend of Saddam. *’ / was 
overwhelmed by the occa- 
sion, people were staring at 
me in the streets and souqs of 
Baghdad. Some said: “We 
saw you on television.” 

I guess everyone has a mo- 
ment of tame in his life. Mine 
lasted a few days. / am sure it 
was not because / survived a 
cruise missile crashing under 
my window, but because I 
met the all-too-famous Iraqi 
president. 


If New York is a wonderful town , 
why can’t the Giants get a coach ? 


By Arthur Spiegehnan 

Reuter 

NEW YORK — Can you 
imagine a person being 
offered the presidency of the 
United States and saying no, 
“ I'd rather be governor of 
Arkansas?” 

Well, something similar is 
happening in New York. 

A carload of coaches have 
turned down a chance to 
manage the New York Giants 
football team, a batch of edi- 
tors have said no to editing 
the New York Daily News 
and whole infields of ball- 
players have rejected millions 
of dollars to play for the New 
York Yankees. 

Basically , people are turn- 
ing their noses up at some of 
die city's and indeed Amer- 
ica's great institutions. 

To put it in an internation- 
al context, no one is that 
keen to coach Britain’s Liver- 
pool football team, no one is 
falling over themselves to 
edit Germany’s Bild news- 
paper and the thought, of 
playing cricket for Australia 
is ho hum. 

Frank Sinatra may like to 
wake up in a city that never 
sleeps as he sings in his song 
New York, New York, but a 
lot of other people prefer a 
good night’s rest. The Big 
Apple and Broadway’s Great 


White Way are no longer 
irresistable siren calls. 

The message is dear — to 
many people. New York ain 't 
any longer a helluva town. 

The city seems to be under- 
going a crisis of confidence 
strong enough to dent a New 
Yorker's hard-eged pride. 
After all this is a dty so 
consdous of its importance 
that it literally charges out-of- 
towners a $4 admission fee at 
its bridges and tunnels. It 
even wants to tax people who 
live outside its borders for the 
honour of working in Man- 
hattan. 

If you want a symbol of 
what's going on just take a 
glance at the sports pages and 
read how the hapless New 
York Giants go from coach to 
coach with a beggar's bowl in 
hand. 

The Giants, after winning 
two superbowls in the past 
decade, fired coach Ray 
Handley after two disastrous 
seasons and have been rebuf- 
fed by potential replace- 
ments. 

Boston college head coach 
Tom Coughlin says he would 
rather stay in ” Beantown ” 
and Dave Wannstedt of the 
Dallas Cowboys says his idea 
of a good job is coaching in 
Chicago, the “ city that 
works. ” 

Mr. Wannstedt says New 


York may be a nice place to 
visit but would you want to 
live there. He says he prefers 
Chicago because it is a lot 
like his native Pittsburgh. 

Chicago, long the butt of 
New York jokes about it 
being a second-rate dty. is 
chortling. 

Baseball's New York 
Yankees, desperate to find a 
pitching staff, wined and 
dined ace pitcher Greg Mad- 
dux. They took him to 4 
Broadway shows and on 
tours of the suburbs. He 
signed with Atlanta for less 
money than New York 
offered. 

Pitcher David Cone, who 
once played for the New 
York Mets and says he can 
take New York fine, signed 
with his hometown team in 
Kansas City. Outfielder Bar- 
ry Bonds listened to the 
Yankees and signed with the 
San Francisco Giants. 

Meanwhile, the new owner 
of the New York Daily News 
looks for a new editor amid 
reports that he too is being 
rejected by those he courts. 
Could H be a trend? 

The New York Times says 
it could be at least as tar as 
sports are concerned. The 
town has become just too 
tough to work in if you are 
heading up a team that loses. 

Former Mets manager 


Buddy Harrelson says he 
once failed to make a pitch- 
ing change because he didn't 
want to be booed when he 
went to the mound. 

New York Yankees owner 
George Steinbrenner hires 
and fires about a manager a 
year and regularly derides his 
best ballplayers and demotes 
his worst* 

Playing in New York is 
compounded by radio, televi- 
sion and newspaper reporters 
whose idea of a good time is 
going for a team's jugular, 
win. lose or draw. 

Some New Yorkers main- 
tain that the sports writers 
are simply refiecting a new 
sourness that has gripped the 
dty. 

Businesses are moving out, 
blacks and whites are squab- 
bling, and New York s famed 
neurotic wit is no longer a 
salve for the city's ills. 

Take the case of Woody 
Allen, who once symbolised 
the sharp wit and nen ous 
energy that the dty takes 
loving pride in. 

To many people he is a 
fallen idol fighting off allega- 
tions that he is a child moles- 
tor. 

Suddenly, like the dty it- 
self, he doesn't seem as 
attractive as before. 


BECAUSE of its intensity and significance, the imytv . 
House of parliament last week postponed a debate on ciyii \ 
service appointments until a later date. On the surface of it. | 
the debate was about the legislative branch watching over ! 
government work to ensure, in this instance, that the 
executive authority does not abuse its power in appointing 
new dvil servants other than on the basis of fairness and 
clean competition among applicants. Beneath the surface . 
however, the whole debate was started by those deputies 
who felt that their colleagues who have been also sewing as 
ministers in the current cabinet are using favouritism and 
nepotism in appointing new civil servants as a way to get 
votes in the next parliamentary elections. ” The just 
deputies are basically jealous of their colleagues who are 
doubling as ministers, ” said one insider. "There would j 
have been the same problem if the ministers in question 
were mere deputies. This is the simple truth of the story.” 
What is the government's line on all of this? "It is natural to 
expect ministers to fill a certain percentage (some say it is .5 
per cent) of job vacancies (or: s it just artificial vacancies' ’i 
with people from their families : clans or regions. " came me 
answer. The speaker was a "non-deputy” minister. Nuiur- \ 
ally! j 

***** [ 

We bet that when Deputy Abdul Aziz Jaber registered a i 
complaint against a dtizen from the Madaba District . i:e ; 
didn’t expect to have the ball thrown back right into 
court. Tire deputy apparently wrote a letter to the Ministry 
of Interior asking them to take action against a 
Mohammad Kamel AI Harout for insulting the deputy 
during bis pree/eeffons tour of the Madaba District ip. 
August. The minister’s reply to the Lower House cf 
Parliament, which was made available to the diary, said that 
the dtizen was brought in for questioning and gave his 
affidavit which was totally contradictory to the deputies' 
Haims . According to Mr. AI Harout. Mr. Jaber was driving 
around town, along with three other people , chanting hi 
support (tithe Islamic Movement. The citizen, according to { 
the ministry’s letter, asked the deputy and bis friends to stop j 
chanting ‘‘because it might create problems considering ine • 
tense atmosphere of the elections. ” The parliamentary j 
elections in Madaba that is. A heated discussion foilowai 
and the deputy took Mr. AI Harout aside and offered a sum 
of money and that is when, according to the ministry 's 
letter , the citizen insulted him. The sum of money , in more 
legal terms, is a bribe, but no one knows whether the deputy 
intended to bribe Mr. AI Harout and the ministry s letter 
certainly does not specify the deputy’s intentions. Mr. jaber 
is a member of the Muslim Brotherhood parli 2 mez;art 
bloc. 

| 

***** j 

Chief Islamic Justice Noah Sahaaa AI Qudah has bei^nze a 
target of controversy, not by liberals and seculars but 
Islamists themselves. Sheikh Qudah, who was appointed orjy 
recently, ini ti a l l y brought, attention to himself when the rutnocr 
"mitt carried the news tti at jte was working on rewriting the 
personal statute law. Sources' tell the Dory that when the shelul i 
was asked whetber be was taking advice’ on the law (Tom ttotaoi, j 
bis simple answer was: I don’t need to ask women, this is a law that j 
deals with Sharia (Islamic Law) and ad issues are solved there. : 
Many who took issue with this statement waited to see what ~.%T.v 
positions the Chief Islamic Justice took on other women’s issues. 
Two weeks ago the sceptics had a field day watching a bsw 
experience. At a celebration of the Isra amt Mirpj tnocturiv?t 
Journey of the Prophet Mohammad to heaven), which was 
organised by the Ministry of Awqaf and Religions Affairs, the 
s heikh apparently objected to women attending toe occasion in ike 
same room as men. The women in attendance, mast of them \ 
anyway , as weO as several sheikhs who were present, contested i 
sheikh Qudab’s objection telling him that his demand could not os \ 
attributed to Islam muter any pretext. A loud discussion 
with many of toe women refusing to leave the room. Bat :t seect? 
tout the sheikhs could not stand np long enough for the cause oftt _» 
women because they left in a huff and puff and the Cluef Qatli 
triumphantly delivered bis speech without the undesirable audi- 
ence. Perhaps now the government of Prime Minister Sharif Ze!ri 
tan Shaker can understand why their latest round of appotuimeatc 
was seen as a step in the “right” direction by their more liberal 
opponents. 

***** 

A businessman who, in his free time , contemplates ways 
to contribute to administrative reform and eradicating 
bureaucracy in Jordan has finally found the answer to all bis 
questions. The revelation came to him like a flash si the 
most unlikely place: the graveyard. According to his story, 
be left the office one hour early and rushed to try and folio # 
the funeral of Mr. Sulaiman Hadidi , a very prominent 
lawyer, who died last week. He reached the graveyard just 
in time to be one of the last to give condolences to the family 
members who were gathered there. “I was shocked to find 
that every head tti department, every minister and responsi- 
ble government official was at that funeral be told (he 
diary. He figured that if be arrived two hours after ?foe 
funeral bad started then all of those government officials, 
who were there on time , arrived at the site at least three 
hours before they were supposed to leave their offices. 
Followed by a quick calculation of the ratio of death Li iks 
Kingdom, the businessman readied a very dismal final sum 
of working hours that officials spend in their offices. With 
that formula finally worked out in bis mind, he reached the 
conclusion that as long as the newspapers continue to cany 
pages and pages of obituaries every day, and as long as our 
officials continue to religiously read our newspapers, then 
the problem of bureaucracy and government delays cannot 
be solved. 

v -P -P 

Everyone in town knows the little ads from the foreign 
ministry asking the relatives of certain people to contact the 
ministry on an important matter. Invariably , H was to te IS 
the relatives that their beloved had died on foreign lead. 
Despite repeated criticism of this practice and some 
suggestions that the ministry try to contact the relatives by 
phone or better still personalfy t the ministry still does its spiel 
in the same way. Recently one such ad ran in the local 
Arabic papers asking the relatives of a Mr. Gnassaz 
Qandalaff to contact the ministry, la the same paper end or. 
a different page the family of Mr. Qandalaff ran an c&iteary 
of the deceased and announced that friends can come to 
condole the family whose body had already been brought 
back. Not only docs the ministry continue to be insensitive to 
running those deadly ids, it is also almost always late in 
notifying the family of the tragk tiews. Perhaps the ministry 
should continue to be fallaciously named the ’VorelgE 
...''ratter than “...of foreign affairs. ' 
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This Week 



Twins 


By Jean-Clawfe Elias 


Negative! This story's title has got nothing to do with the 
box office hit movie starring Arnold Schwarzenegger and 
Damr Devito. Or has it? 

Those who have read last week's column might remem- 
ber that it was about the compatibility between different 
computers and the necessity for the operators to learn a set 
of commands called the operating system ( OS) before being 
able to actually use. control and then get some benefit from 
a computer. Any person who has. one way or another. 
approached. heard about or used a small computer knows 
than then are two well established standards, the so-called 
IBM (actually the MS-DOS. Microsoft Disk Operation 
System) and its compatibles on one side . and the Apple- 
Macintosh on the other. 

Any debate to find out which of the IBM or the Mac is 
"best” would be a total waste of time, for both worlds are 
basically different and at the same time very close to one 
another. At the root , they both are personal computers, 
designed to do the same tasks, and more or less fall in the 
same price category. 

Notwithstanding some details, their size, power con- 
sumption. external design, data storage capability and 
processing power are similar and belong to the same class. 

To lead to the same results, however, the Mac and the 
IBM lake different roads. From the very beginning, the 
first was designed with the idea of making all operations as 
easy and intuitive as possible for the user. The term 
"user-friendly” was used for the first time for computers. 
Mast functions and commands could be accessed by 
moving the famous mouse across a set of drawings on the 
screen and clicking one of its buttons for selection. This 
concept was later on adopted on the IBM. with the advent 
of Ac MS-Windows software. A lot of typing time was 
sawed for people who were not typists. The Mac was also 
given powerful graphics and sound capabilities. The IBM 
standard was recently able to catch up with the Mac's 
g raphic s but the sound part is still superior on the 
Macintosh. Excellent Arabisation is also one of the Mac's 



beginners . but of course it was not. For it is possible to use 
the Mac through the “ mouse and menu " easy system or 
professionally for programming and other advanced tasks. 
The IBM on the other hand required operators to learn a 
lot of commands and concepts and type them without any 
mistake, in order to work. 

Those who preferred the IBM argued that it was less 
expensive than its Mac brother, and that a wider choice of 
programmes were available for it. While both reasons are 
valid, users tend to go to the MS-DOS/IBM system because 
they can choose from a huge number of manufacturers 
supplying it, and therefore don 't find themselves “ prison- 
ers ” of just one brand. Moreover in countries where 
copyright laws are not yet properly enforced, pirating 
(illegal copying) of MS-DOS programmes is widespread . 
easy and cheap. 

The good news is that both brothers are slowly but surely 
getting closer to one another. The MS-Windows system 
gives IBM users the Mac feel and famous MS-DOS 
programmes like dBase III (data base) are now available 
on the Mac. There has also been a question of joint 
ventures and cooperation projects between companies 
from both worlds who have recognised that the two systems 
present different advantages and that combining them 
would be in everybody's interest. 

Currently . worldwide and by number of units in use. the 
IBM/MS-DOS standard is, and by far. the leading one. But 


such a comparison should be weighted by the fact that, as 
said before, the IBM/DOS is manufactured by hundreds of 


strong points. 

Some computer professionals turned their back on the 
Macintosh saying that it was designed for children or 


companies while the Mac is made by Apple only. The one 
point to keep in mind is that both systems belong to the 
same family of personal computers. Will they become true 
twins one day? 


THIS WEEK IN HISTORY 


IBmsday, Jan. 28 


— Britain's parlia- 
ment declares that James II 
has abdicated; Germany s 
Baton Melas devastates the 
Paiatmate. 

9896 — East India Com- 
pany troops defeat Sikhs at 
A liwat in India. 

9879 — Paris surrenders to 
Germany in Franco-Prussian 
War. 

9885 — British relief force 
readies Khartoum, and the 
S udan is evacuated. 

9988 — U.S. control in 
C uba n s ended. 

1952 — Japanese troops 
occupy Shanghai in China. 

998 1 — First U.S. truck 
convoy travels reopened Bur- 
ma Road in World War II. 

9969 — Ruanda provision- 
al government proclaims re- 
public. 

9962 — U.S. unmanned 
spacecraft. Ranger III. fails 
fo Mr moon and passes it at 
distance of 22.000 miles. 

9964— Riots break out in 
Salisbury, southern 
Rhodesia. 

.9978 — U.S. Senate 
approves 200-mile fishing 
li mit of f American coasts. 

9988 — Islamic foreign 
ministers meeting in Pakistan 
pass resolution condemning 
Soviet military intervention 
in Afgh anistan. 

9983— Labour group Soli- 
darity's underground leaders 
caff on Poland’s factory’ work- 
ers to prepare for nationwide 
general strike as "the only- 
way to break down the ex- 
isting dictatorship. ” 

9984 — Dozens of Sikh 
militants are arrested in Indi- 
a’s troubled Punjab state af- 
ter terrorists kill three people 
and wound 31 others in gre- 
na de a ttacks. 

9986— Space shuttle Chal- 
lenger explodes moments af- 
ter liftoff from Cape 
Canaveral. Florida, killing all 
wen c rew members. 

99R9— Life in Azerbaijani 
capital of Baku is reportedly 
normalised as Armenian and 
Azerbaijani separatists with- 
draw from border regions. 

9999 — Soviet troops seize 
and shut down two Lithun- 


Mayerling. 

1916 — Germans stage first 
Zeppelin raid on Paris. 
France, in World War I. 

1919 — Czechoslovak 
forces defeat Poles at Galicia. 
Poland. 

1947 — United States 
abandons its mediation role 
in China. 

1949 — Britain grants de 
facto recognition to Israel. 

1950 — First series of riots 
occur in Johannesburg, pro- 
voked by South Africa's ra- 
cial policy. 

1963 — Britain is refused 
entry into European Com- 
mon Market by France's 
veto. 

1964 — Panama complains 
to Organisation of American 
States about alleged U.S. 
aggression. 

1973 — United States. 
Soviet Union and 17 other 
nations agree to meet in 
Vienna to try reaching accord 
on cutting strength of armed 
forces in Europe. 

1976 — Soviet Union 
makes it known that it is 
willing to accept political set- 
tlement in strife-torn Angola. 

1989 — Syrian and Iranian 
foreign ministers reach agree- 
ment on peace formula to 
end fighting between their 
Shiites surrogates in Leba- 


non. 

1990 — Ousted east Ger- 
man Communist Party leader 
Erich Honecker arrested and 
ordered to stand trial in 
March for high treason. 

1991 — South African poli- 
tical rivals Mengosuthu 
Buthelezi and Nelson Man- 
dela meet for first time in 30 
years and call jointly for ceas- 
efire in feud between ANC 
and Inkutha loyalists. 

1992 — Russian President 
Boris Yeltsin unveils his nuc- 
lear weapons reduction plan. 


1962 — U.N. Genera! 
Assembly adopts Asian- 
African resolution calling on 
Portugal to halt repressive 
measures against Angola. 

1964 — South Vietnamese 
General Nguyen Khanh 
seizes power in coup in 
Saigon. 

1970 — Two students are 
killed and more than 200 
wounded as demonstrators 
storm presidential palace in 
Philippine capital of Manila. 

1972 — British troops kill 
13 civilians during rioting in 
Londonderry. Northern Ire- 
land. 

1979 — White Rhodesians 
approve new constitution to 
eventually give blacks control 
of the nation. 

1984 — Libya's leader 
Muammar Qadhafi. in inter- 
view with French radio net- 
work. warns there could be 
military escalation in Chad 
because of France’s new de- 
fence line in that north- 
central African nation. 

1986 — President Ferdi- 
nand Marcos of the Philip- 
pines pledges to relinquish 
power peacefully if he loses 
to Corazon Aquino in the 
Feb. 7 election. 

1989 — United Stales 
closes its embassy in besieged 
Afghan capital of Kabul. 

1990 — Communist Party 
loses majority in Czechoslo- 
vak parliament, which it 
dominated for four decades. 

1991 — Iraqi forces attack 
allied positions in Saudi Ara- 
bia near Kuwaiti border, kill- 
ing eight to ten U.S. Marines 
and holding abandoned coas- 
tal city of Khafji for a time. 

1992 — U.S. military 
announces it will halt or cut 
tack operations at 83 addi- 
tional military sites in 
Europe. 


east Africa. 

1946 — Trygve Lie. 
Norwegian Socialist . is 
elected United Nations 
secretary-general ; Hungarian 
Republic is proclaimed. 

1956 — South Africa re- 
quests Soviet Union to with- 
draw all consulates. 

1959 — Swiss referendum 
rejects ’ female suffrage in 
federal elections. 

1972 — British embassy in 
Dublin is bombed as anti- 
British demonstrations sweep 
Ireland. 

1990 — Romanian Nation- 
al Salvation Front agrees to a 
power-sharing arrangement 
until national elections can be 
held. 

1991 — South African 
President F. W. De Klerk 
calls for repeal of Group 
Areas Act and Land Acts and 
modification of Population 
Registration Act in prepara- 
tion for its abolition. 

1992 — President George 
Bush and Russian President 
Boris Yeltsin sign Camp 
David declaration stating 
Russia and United States do 
not regard themselves as 
potential adversaries. 


Tuesday , Feb. 2 


Monday , Feb . I 


Saturday , Jan. 30 


man customs posts. 

9992 — Leadership of 
National Liberation Front 
that tlrnn Algeria's independ- 
ence and ruled for three de- 
codes resigns. 


Jan. 29 


9676 — Theodore III be- 
comes tsar of Russia on death 
of his father Alexis. 

9889 — France and Spain 
issue ultimatum to Portugal 
fo break allegiance to Bri- 
tain. 

. 9889 — Crown Prince 
Archduke Rudolf of A ustria- 
Hungary kills his mistress and 
himself at hunting lodge in 


1522 — Lubeck declares 
war on Denmark and lays 
waste to Bornholm. 

1641 — Portuguese surren- 
der Malacca in Malaya to the 
Dutch. 

1648 — Peace between 
Spain and the Netherlands is 
signed at Munster. 

1788 — Charles Edward 
Stuart, young pretender to 
British throne . dies in Rome. 

1902 — Britain signs treaty 
with Japan providing for in- 
dependence of China and 
Korea. 

1933 — Adolf Hitler is 
named chancellor of Ger- 


many. 

1943 — Soviets destroy 
German army southwest of 
Stalingrad in World War II. 

1948 — Mahatma Gandhi 
is assassinated by a Hindu in 
New Delhi, India. 

1957 — United Nations 
calls on South Africa to re- 
consider its apartheid policy. 


1587 — England’s Queen 
Elizabeth I signs warrant for 
execution of Mary Queen of 
Scots. 

1702 — Prince Eugene of 
Savoy raids Cremona. Italy. 

1775 — Peasants in Bohe- 
mia revolt against servitude. 

1881 — First signs of 
nationalist movement appear 
in Egypt as military officers 
stage uprising. 

1896 — Crete, inspired by 
Greece, begins revolution 
against Turkey. 

1899 — U.S. flag is raised 
over Pacific island of Guam, 
formerly under Spanish con- 
trol 

1908 — Portugal's King 
Carlos I and crown prince are 
murdered in Lisbon, and 
Manuel II becomes king. 

1924 — Britain recognises 
Communist government of 
Soviet Union. 

1935 — Anglo-German 
conference is held in London 
to discuss Germany's rearma- 
ment: Italy sends rroops to 


1806 — French force occu- 
pies Rome after Pope Pius 
VII refuses to recognise 
Kingdom of Naples and join 
alliance against Britain. 

1872 — Holland sells trad- 
ing posts on African gold 
coast to Britain. 

1878 — Greece declares 
war on Turkey. 

1905 — Insurrection 
breaks out in Welle district of 
Belgian Congo. 

1919 — Monarchy is proc- 
laimed in Portugal. 

1924 — Caliphate is abo- 
lished by Turkey’s National 
Assembly. 

1953 — United States 
announces that it no longer 
will block Chinese nationalist 
raids against China mainland. 

1974 — Communists out- 
side Phnom Penh bombard 
Cambodian capital, and offi- 
cials say 17 people are killed. 

1975 — Ethiopia's military 
government orders bombers, 
armoured units and troops 
into operations against guer- 
rillas in Eritrea province. 

1977 — West German gov- 
ernment approves delivery of 
$625 million worth of sub- 
marines. tanks and guided 
missiles to Indonesia and 
Turkey. 

1988 — Human rights 
group says it has documented 
“systematic campaign" of 
kidnapping, torture and mur- 
der of civilians by Nicar- 
agua's leftist Sandinista gov- 
ernment. 

1990 — South African 
President F.W. De Klerk lifts 
ban on African National 
Congress. 


By The Associated Press 


Censorship 
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By E. Yaghi 


Now the people say Vd never put such horrors into print 
If I wasn't too conceited to accept a friendly bint , 


And my dearest friends are certain that j Pd profit in the 
end. 

If Vd always show my copy to a literary friend. 

(My Literary Friend by Henry Lawson) 


At least once in their careers, most writers who are 
underpaid , overworked and seldom appreciated , face the 
threat of censorship. Censorship might be implemented 
because the writer treaded in the " no-write zone ” of 
sensitive forbidden political issues or it might be enforced 
by the sharp and scrutinising eyes of the ever alert eagle 
editor, but a more common kind of censorship comes from 
none of these sources, for it is suggested (sometimes not 
very tactfully) or even demanded by friends, acquaintances 
and well-wishers of the writer to be. 

Now on various occasions. Sir Author has been con- 
fronted with such purging comments as, "I don’t agree at 
all with your treatment of the topic you last wrote about. I 
thought it despicable. Why don’t you stick to your usual 
crummy and mundane articles instead?" 

" Thank you for this moment of truth, ” Author would 
moan. ”1 didn’t know my writing was that disgusting!” 
Another comment was: "Your articles are too long. Try 
to make them shorter!” 

But how can any writer bear to delete some of his 
precious words, the creation of his own "mega” brain? 
Anyway, Author would try to control his flow of words and 
write less lengthy pieces . whereas his editor would likely 
respond with . "well, it's a bit short, isn't it? What's wrong . 
having a problem with writer’s block?” 

Once, poor Author showed his pride and joy to an 
esteemed friend who scoffed: "Your beginning is all wrong. 
You use too much rhetoric and you are redundant! Why 
don't you ask a professional for help?” 

So he heeded this advice and took his wilting masterpiece 
to a professional critic (in other words . a faultfinder) 
known in literary circles as a word doctor who screamed 
when he saw it. "Oh my God!” and slapped his forehead in 
disbelief. "What a monstrosity! What a horror! It's beyond 
redemption! But wait a minute . perhaps with a lot of 
changes. I can be of some help. Sit down, you look sick! 
What's wrong, haven 7 been getting enough sleep lately?” 
Sir Author collapsed on the nearest chair, looking like all 
the blood had just drained out of bis face. He stared 
disbelievingly as the "pro” doctored up his ailing master- 
less piece with a bright red pen. He scribbled scarlet advice 
into the margins until not a space was left and underlined 
words and lettered their replacements above them. He 
even had the nerve to question . ” what the heck does this 
mean?” 


With hands as deft as a surgeon, he at last finished 
removing; exchanging and replacing words, phrases, 
clauses and even complete sentences and huffed a sigh of 
mollified relief as he shoved the by now wrinkled and worn 
manuscript at Author. "Here, go home , read the correc- 
tions thoroughly and write your story all over again. J. 
guarantee instant success and your name will become a 
by-word in literary circles!” • 

Consequently, Author trudged home appearing as if he'd 
lost his best friend in the whole world, for his own version 
of his story had just died. As soon as he entered his house . 
he tossed his doctored article on the dusty dining room- 
table and headed for the kitchen where he desperately 
brewed a strong, thick black cup of coffee to drown his 
sorrows in. Feeling minutely better, he dejectedly picked 
up his piece determined to improve his sagging talents. 
Under the light of a fading candle he rewrote his story. He 
worked until the late hours of the night and when his candle 
finally burned itself out he victoriously put down his quilled 
pen and went to sleep with a satisfied smile on his face. 

The next day be heard birds singing in the trees, the sun 
was bright and cheerful and he jumped out of bed with, 
confidence. He was so excited about what he had written. 
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He had followed the "pro's” orders to the letter and now 
thanks to expert advice, he knew he really had something 
great to show his editor, his readers, his esteemed friend 
and most important, the word doctor. He quickly dressed 
and gulped down something resembling breakfast and 
rushed to his publisher muttering to himself: "I've finally 
done it! I've written the greatest masterpiece of my life. Ill 
become famous and be an overnight success!” 

He bounced up the stairs of his publishing company with 
a rare smile. He flung his classic at the editor who seemed 
rather taken aback by such a rash display of confidence. 
And Author didn't even wait for his editor’s or publisher's 
opinion, so assured was he of his literary excellence. A 
week later, when his piece came out in print, he beamed in 
conceited jubilation to his friends, waiting for deserved 
words of praise to gush forth. 

But all he got was. "It should have been longer.” 
Or. "It should have been shorter 1” 

Or. “ You could- have said it better in a different way . " 
But the last and final blow was when his esteemed friend 
exclaimed. "I told you to get the literary advice of an 
expert! If you had, this horror would never have been put 
into print in the first place!” 

Frustrated to the maximum. Author began to pull out 
the rest of what hair he had /eft. and bang his head against 
the wall. When his nerves finally calmed down some, he 
gasped: “ It's the hardest thing in the world to please 
others. Especially confusing is when their advice leads to 
the river of no return. " 

Well, better luck next time . Author! 
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ON THE LIGHTER SIDE 


By Mohammad. /U Shuqair 


PARTS OF SPEECH. 

HOWLERS 


Right next to the address she pasted a label upon which 
was inscribed in large red letters. "Glass-Handle With 
Care.” 
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* * * 


VERB: — A word that enables a sentence to get 
somewhere. 


— A passive verb is when the subject is the sufferer, as in 
"I am loved.” 

— Active verb. One that shows action. 

NOUN: (Abstract) — Something you can 7 see when you 
are looking at it. 

ADJECTIVE: An adjective with a tail on it. 
ADVER B: A word hanging down from a verb. 


j* "Darling, ” gushed the young swain ardently, "your eyes 
are so sparkling and bright that-well-they make me dizzy. ” 
“ Are you sure it's my eyes?” she inquired. 


* * * 
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AJJ VER B: A word hanging down from a verb. 
CONJUNCTION: A place where two railway lines 


meet. 


LET’S CHAT IN ARABIC 
At A Restaurant 


A- Josephine was getting on the twenties and she was 
beginning to despair of Pete’s proposal. They had been 
meeting at Hope Street for their dates for almost a year and 
a half. One night she suggested: 

"We always meet on Hope Street, don’t we?” 
“That's right,” he said. 

"Well,” she suggested slyly,” why don't we try Union 
Street for a change?” 


YOUR DREAMS INTERPRETED 


- Do you know a good restaurant? 

Taraf mat'am kway'yes? 
[want to eat local food. Ayez akol to ’am mabaBi. 

Oriental Sharks 

Western-style Gbarbi 

I’m looking fora French restaurant. 

Badawwir ala mat'am Faraosawi. 
Italian Italian! 

Indian Hindi. 

1 want to have lunch soon. Ayez ei-ghada fH-bal. 

I want to have supper at ten. Ayezd-asha el-sa'a ashra. 
Is it expensive? HowaghaU? 

How much (roughly) for two people? 

Bikam (takriban) B-shakhseyn? 
I’d like a table for three, please. 

Ayez tawla Utalata , mio-fadlak. 
Waiter! Could I have the menu, please? 

Ya garson! Momken ashoof ka'imet el-ta'am? 
What do you recommend? 

Eib biya absan at'bak indokum? 
/ 'd like something light. Ayez baja khaGfa. 

Is it fresh ? Hot? Howa taza? Har? 


DOCTOR: He's a good man or woman to have in your 
dream because he or she forecasts an improvement in all 
departments of your life. 

ENGINEER: Whether civil, electrical, mechanical, etc. 
you have been dreaming, you’ll have happy happenings 
aplenty if your dream involved engineering works or 
engineers at work. 

KING: Happiness, prestige, and prosperity are forecast 
in a dream of being, seeing or meeting royalty . unless the 
dream had some embarrassing or unpleasant element in it, 
in which case it is a warning that you could be victimised bv 
underhanded gossip, so keep your private affairs to 
yourself. 

OFFICER: If your dream featured a police officer, it 
forecasts an embarrassment due to the financial careless- 
ness of a friend or relation: however, a dream featuring an 
officer of any of the armed services signifies security and 
protection. 

TEACHER: A dream of being a teacher is telling you 
that if you want to avoid unpleasant repercussions, you 
must control your tendency to "hunt with the hounds and 
run with the hare.” 
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TEST YOUR KNOWLEDGE 


PUZZLES 

(1) Which number gives the same result when it is added to 
4 as when it is multiplied by 4? 
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‘Woman's world 


* * * 


1. What is done with a crinoline? 

2. Apart from a dance, what is a bolero? 

3. What is a poncho? 

4. What do the initials S.R.N. denote? 

5. In which year was margarine invented? 

6. What flavour has a chive? 

7. What is paprika? 

8. What, in cooking terms, is a griddle? 

9. For what purpose are scateurs used? 

10. What is pumpernickel? 


2. A gardener left to his four sons a square garden 
containing four trees-as illustrated in the accompanying 
diagram. By the terms of his will, each son was to have 
the same area of land, of the same shape, and each piece 
containing one tree. 

Can you work out the best way of parcelling out the land 
to the four sons? 


JOKES 


jS" Only an embittered and vengeful mind would have 
thought up anything like that. She was angry enough to do 
it. She wrapped the engagement ring very carefully in wads 
of wadding, fucked if in the box, and addressed it to the 
one she had severed relations with. 
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I Arts Er Fashion 



New films promise to deliver lofty stories , low budgets 



Eddie Murphy (left) in Beverly Hills Cap II 


By John Horn 
The Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES — The first 
of 1993 f s movies — a collec- 
tion of predictable sequels, 
costly star vehicles and low- 
budget offerings — arrived 
with a most unusual pairing: 
The Walt Disney Co. and 
cannibalism. 

Disney this month released 
Alive , an account of airplane 
crash survivors who must 
either feed on dead passen- 
gers or perish in the Andes 
Mountains. In a rare though 
not unprecedented move. 
Disney and Paramount Pic- 
tures' normally bitter rivals . 
co-produced the film. Both 
studios held competing rights 
to the story, but the strange 
union was also motivated by 
concerns oyer production 
costs and its commercially 
risky theme. 

Beyond Alive, the upcom- 
ing film year will feature 
calculated fare from the likes 
of Tom Cruise, Eddie Mur- 
phy, Harrison Ford and 
Sylvester Stallone, and 
Wayne's World and Hot 
Shots sequels. 

And penny-pinching will 
be evident throughout, as 
Alive proves. 

The domestic rights to the 
movie were awarded to Dis- 
ney in a coin toss: Paramount 


will claim the international 
market. 

Disney is trying to sell 
Alive as a heroic saga. Canni- 
balism, said Disney executive 
Dick Cook, “is not really 
what it's about. The feeling 
of the movie is much more 
spiritual than that.” 

Whatever the interpreta- 
tion, Alive as a business 
proposition reveals much ab- 
out the entertainment indus- 
try, where revenues are 
slumping and international 
markets no longer are grow- 
ing. 

Like many other movies to 
be released this year , the 
modestly budgeted Alive 
(made for about $25 million) 
represents an alternative to 
soaring production and 
marketing costs of about $40 
million a movie. 

Universal Pictures, for ex- 
ample, says its 1993 releases 
will be on average 25 per cent 
cheaper than its 1992 films . 
although its lineup includes 
Steven Spielberg's $60 mil- 
lion dinosaur story Jurassic 
Park (June 11). 

“ Obviously , if we're mak- 
ing Jurassic, you spend. '* said 
Tom Pollock, chairman of 
the MCA Motion Picture 
Group, Universal's parent. 

The studio's most profit- 
able films last year, Mr. Pol- 
lock said, were not the extra- 


vagant Far And Away or 
Robert Redford in Sneakers. 
Rather, they were Fried 
Green Tomatoes, bought for 
about $4 million, and Beeth- 
oven, produced for less than 
$20 million. 

The challenge is to save 
money and not skimp on 
quality, he said. 

" The audience will only go 
to see good film , period," 
Mr. Pollock said. “ The audi- 
ence doesn’t care what the 
cost of the movie is. What the 
audience cares about is, ‘is it 
good?"’ 

Among Universal's budget 
offerings are John Goodman 
in Matinee (Jan. 29) and the 
horror film Army Of Dark- 
ness (Feb. 12). 

Of all the studios, Sony 
Pictures probably will release 
the most titles. Counting the 
company's Tristar and Col- 
umbia Pictures and the art 
divisions Sony Classics and 
Triumph Releasing, Sony will 
unveil about 40 films. 

One of the highlights will 
be Anthony Hopkins and 
Emma Thompson in The Re- 
mains Of The Day (Nov. 5). 
from Merchant Ivory Produc- 
tions. makers of Howards 
End and A Room With A 
View. The film probably will 
cost about $12 million and be 
a favourite for awards. 

Without question, the 


year's cheapest release is Col- 
umbia’s El Mariachi (Feb. 
26). The border-town drama 
was made by writer-director 
Richard Rodriguez for an 
astonishing $7,000. 

■ “ You're trying to see peo- 
ple be sensible and prudent 
about their business 
Jonathan Dolgen. president 
of Sony’s motion picture 
group, said in describing 
Sony's mix of 30 major re- 
leases and a dozen or so 
lower-priced features. 

Among pricey works, the 
studio is banking on The Last 
Action Hero with Arnold 
Schwarzenegger (June 18), 
Martin Scorsese's The Age 
Of Innocence (fall) and 
Sylvester Stallone's $75 mil- 
lion drama Cliffhanger (May 
28). 

Even though former televi- 
sion programmer Brandon 
Tartikoffbas left Paramount . 
the studio's slate has his 
boob-tube hand prints all 
over it. 

After the success of last 
year's Wayne’s World, 
another lowbrow movie 
based on a Saturday Night 
Live script is due: The Cone- 
heads (July 23). 

“ The Addams Family 2 
(Nov. 19) and Wayne’s 
World 2 (Dec. 10) are among 
the Paramount sequels. A 
Hill Street Blues mo\ie was 


axed, however. 

The big Paramount films 
are Tom Cruise in the 
adaptation The Firm (July 2) 
and Sharon Stone in ( what 
else?) a sexy thriller called 
Sliver (May 21). 

Among the lower-budget 
Paramount releases: Johnny 
Depp in What’s Eating Gil- 
bert Grape?, an offbeat, in- 
dependently produced story 
about a strange family from 
My Life As A Dog director 
Lasse Halls trom. 

“i could not describe it in 
one sentence. Jt took 1 hour 
to explain to Paramount.” 
said Gilbert Grape co- 
producer David Matalon, 
who said studios no longer 
ignore unusual (and inexpen- 
sive) options. “ Now it’s 
easier for us to sell the 
oddball.” 

20th Century Fox will try 
to duplicate the successful 
spoof Hot Shots with Hot 
Shots 2 (May 21). 

Besides Alive. Disney will 
release director Tim Burton *s 
The Nightmare Before 
Christmas (at Christmastime) 
and the video game-inspired 
Super Mario Brothers (May 
18). 

Of course, there will be a 
wealth of expensive star vehi- 
cles. 

They include 20th Century 
Fox's Rising Sun (May), from 


Michael Crichton's novel and 
starring Sean Connery: Para- 
mount's $65 million Beverly 
Hills Cop 3 (fall, maybe) with 
Eddie Murphy; and Harrison 
Ford in Warner Bros. ' The 
Fugitive (August). 

The struggling Orion and 


MGM Studios will try to re- 
bound, with Orion banking 
on Married To It (March) 
with Beau Bridges, and 
MGM hopeful about Son Of 
The Pink Panther (May). 

Among the independent 
studios. Fine Line Features 


will release The Last Days Of t 
Chez Nous (Feb. 24 in li- 
mited markets). Even Cow- 
girls Get The Blues (July 23) and 
Short Cuts (Sept. 24). . 
directed by Robert Airman. . 
who's coming off his critical 1 
and box-office success. The . 
Player. 
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Bv Jon Parties 


NEW YORK — There was 
no reason to think that popu- 
lar music would survive the 
. 980s with a shred of dignity 
or intelligence. 

Increasingly distant from 
its roots, swallowed by ever- 
expanding media conglomer- 
ates, upstaged by video imag- 
ery and marketed with unre- 
lenting repetition, rock could 
easily have become as glit- 
- ;ery, superficial and dispos- 
_ able as other consumer pro- 
i fuels. 

But despite — and some- 
times because of — those 
.hanges, as 1993 begins . it is 
dear that the early 1990s 
have brought better popular 
music than anyone might 
have expected. 

Rock of the 1990s is shap- 
ing up as a polymorphous 
mess — dozens of categories 
end subgenres and recom- 
binations — with a core of 
gemi/ne innovation and sur- 
prising seriousness. 

The best 1990s rock (a 


term I'll use to encompass 
hip-hop dance music and the 
rest of the mess) often rejects 
prettiness, but it has the se- 
vere beauty of passion in- 
venting its own structures. It 
also has the kind of visceral 
kick that puts bodies in mo- 
tion and demands a reaction . 
the way rock should. 

Bands like Nirvana. 
Arrested Development, My 
Bloody Valentine and Nine 
Inch Nails defy the aesthetics 
of the baby boomers who 
have dominated rock for a 
generation. 

The standard lineup for a 
rock band — guitars, bass, 
drums, maybe keyboard — is 
now up for grabs, challenged 
by the virtual realities of 
computerised sounds and 
subverted by guitar bands 
that play distortion instead of 
harmony. 

True to the music’s punk 
and hip-hop heritage, no- 
thing else can be taken for 
granted, either: not the song 
forms of Tin Pan Alley or 
even Motown, not seductive 
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sounds, not clarity. 

For better and worse, the 
music is rootless; even the 
current popularity of country 
music — boomers' last 
chance to enjoy melodies and 
straightfbward storytelling — 
looks back only as far as the 
Eagles and Linda Ronstadt. 
relying more on synthesizers 
than on fiddle. 

To some listeners, all those 
changes mean that rock has 
lost touch with eternal veri- 
ties derived from the blues, 
gospel and honky-tonk. 

Rock 's job . however, is not 
to preserve continuity with 
the past but to empathize 
with the present; it's sup- 
posed to shake things up. to 
blast away evasions and find 
a direct expression of the 
moment. Forward-looking 
1990s rock does that, restor- 
ing an honesty and fervour 
that too much 1980s rock 


glossed over. 

Instead of trying to project 
sincerity, new 1980s rock 
assumes a world of artifice, 
then chooses carefully among 
postures, from the slackers of 
collegiate rock to the sexual 
supermen of dancehall reg- 
gae. 

It's hype rspedalised. with 
some dance music that’s little 
more than a rhythm track and 
some songs that dissolve into 
pure atmosphere; it usually 
prefers a good beat to a good 
tune, sometimes to any tune 
at all.. 

The music is guarded 
rather than open, noisy 
rather than lucid, angry and 
cynical rather than hopeful or 
moralistic; it uses abrasion, 
diversionary tactics and irony 
to keep outsiders from get- 
ting too close. 

Yet a startling frankness, 
only occasionally exploited 


for simple shock value, often 
hides within the mayhem and 
misdirection, as singers and 
rappers mull over commun- 
ity. sexuality, private fears 
and public interests, getting 
into details with rap. ventur- 
ing obliquely into unexpected 
areas with rock. It's music for 
an era of too much informa- 
tion and too little truthful- 
ness. 

The glossy, meticulously 
calibrated images of 1980s 
pop stars have gone out of 
style . as if audiences sudden- 
ly grew tired of performers so 
sharply focused that there 
was nothing left to imagine or 
interpret. 

New groups, weaned on 
camcorders and computer 
icons, are more cunning ab- 
out video and media specta- 
cle than previous generations 
were, and more jaded and 
self-conscious after a decade 


of MTV ; they hide behind 
obscure lighting, smoke, odd 
camera angles' 

The best use video not just 
to sell themselves, but to stir 
up ideas. Visually and aural- 
ly. in 1990s rock messages 
arrive in video-age fragments 
and jump cuts though perfor- 
mers still think they can say 
something important. 

To stare down the demons 
of drug addiction. Alice in 
Chains reworks 1990s hard 
rock with irregular metres 
ind bleak dissonances on its 
album Dirt : Nine Inch Nails' 
frantic, brutal songs on 
Broken simultaneously lash 
out at tormentors and torture 
themselves. 

The pendulum is swinging 
away from plushness and 
preftiness, inviting projects 
like P.J. Harvey’s Dry . an 
album recorded for $5,000. 
On it. Polly Jean Harvey s 


arrangements swerve within 
seconds from musing to 
assault. 

Dry is only one among 
scores of cheaply made, sub- 
stantial albums that would 
sound far worse if they were 
made more “ professionally . " 
Both punk and hip-hop 
brought a do-it-yourself alti- 
tude to rock, and a large 
audience is happy with unvar- 
nished productions, even if 
that just means Eric Clap- 
ton’s Unplugged. 

Music from the margins 
has grown more important as 
the popular music audience 
has fragmented by age, 
geography, class and inclina- 
tion. 

Entertainment moguls can 
still score blockbusters with 
heavily marketed movie tie- 
ins and, away from the 
coasts, with good-hearted 
Garth Brooks. But they be- 
moan the absence of across- 
the-board hit-makers like the 
Beatles in the 1960s or 
Michael Jackson in the 1980s. 

The advance of 1990s rock 


arrive with drawbacks. 
Careers are short, audiences 
flighty;- cults sometimes 
abandon their favourites as 
soon as the rest of the world 
catches on. As the buying 
public subdivides, the 1 0-mil - ■ * 
lion-selling albums that sup- 
ported chancier releases are t . it 
learning to be happy with 
American sales of 4 or 5 #1 » 
million. 

Will the current burst of. ’ 
creativity last? Good things \r- 
rarely do. The music business 
has learned to ferret out for- . 
mulas and reduplicate them ,v m 
until long after their useful- 
ness has faded: innovations 
will be annealed into genres ,, t 
and recdrd-companjf 
sions and. eventually,' “ 

formats." 

Any week now. the U2 . 
imitators of the 1980s will . .. 
have been replaced by the / 
Pearl Jam imitators of the % 
1990s. The time to plunge >%r 
inro the mess is now. before • 
anyone has figured out exact- v- 
ly what's going on — New j,* 
York Times. • 



JTV CHANNEL 2 
WEEKLY PREVIEW 


Thursday, Jan . 28 

V30 Uncle Buck 

The a tries to be a Model. 
Wiil she succeed? 

S :I0 The Human Factor 

Vrongful Life 

What are the limits of the 
lector's responsibility and 
jo»- far should the doctor go 
n telling the patient all the 
letails 

0:00 News In English 

0:20 Movie Of The Week 

\mazing Grace Of Chuck 

tarring: Jamie-Lee Curtis 

l young boy's protest turns 
tto a nationwide campaign. 
Athletes from alt over the 
■’Orld respond. He even 
rouses the president's in- 
vest. 


riday, Jan . 29 

30 Coach 
W E.N.G. 

Of Fire 

ople have the right to 
ow and see the truth and 
chad believes in fetting 
1 picture tell the story and 
* Truth. 


10:00 News In English 
10:20 Columbo 

Candidate For Crime 


8:30 America's Funniest 
Home Videos 

9:00 Perspective 

9:30 Science Workshop 

10:00 News In English 

10:20 Feature Film 

Cry In The Wild 

The taking of Peggy Ann 

Starring: David Morse 

A true story about the kid- 
napping of a young school 
girl. Peggy Ann. in 1955. 

Sunday, Jan „ 31 

830 Who’s The Boss 
You Can Go Home Again 
Samantha comes home from 


university and pretends to be 
sick to get spoiled by the 
family. 

9:10 Documentary — Nation- 
al Geographic 


10:00 News In English 
10:20 Law And Order 

Intolerance 

A bright young student of 
Chinese origin is murdered 
and the D.A. accuses a fami- 
ly with a history of intoler- 
ance towards Chinese- 
Americans. 


Monday, Feb . 1 

8:30 Step By Step 

Into The Woods 

The family goes on a vacation 
but new problems arise. 

9:10 Sherlock Holmes 

The Creeping Man 

10:00 News In English 

10:20 Jordan Weekly 
10:40 Vietnam 


Tuesday , Fab. 2 

8:30 Perfect Strangers 
Strangers Car Tunes 
9:10 The Dirtwater Dynasty 
10:00 News In English 
10:20 Big Man 
Boomerang 

A gang steals a sophisticated 
weapon but Jack uncovers 
this case and returns the 
weapon. 


Wednesday , Feb. 3 

8:30 Saved By The Beil 

9:00 One Step Ahead 

A local programme pre- 
sented by Nisreen Al Tal and 
directed by M. Hamoud. 


9:30 Classic Cars 

Wheels Of Gold 

Motives vary at classic car 
auctions. With a passion, in- 
vestors. dealers and amateur 
collectors all come for the 
same reason: to acquire the 
car of their dreams. 

10:00 News In English 

10:20 Body line 


There are all sorts of candi- 
dates in tonight's story on 
Columbo. A man starts as a 
candidate for the Senate and 
something else develops. 


Saturday, Jan . 30 


The Life And Legend of Jane 
Goodall 

The life and legend of Dr. 
Jane Goodall who spent a 
lifetime in Tanzanian forests 
studying and observing the 
chimpanzee. 


Rome out as fashion capital 



A model shows a dress designed by Marella 
Fen-era daring a recent spring/summer 1 993 
collection show in Rome (AFP photo ). 


By Daniels PetrofT 

The Associated Press 
ROME — All roads may lead 
to Rome , but where fashion 
is concerned, it is a dead end 
street. 

Long gone are the go-go 
days of the 1960s when the 
rich and famous came to be 
wined, dined and clothed in 
best " dolce vita" style. 

The “Roman Holiday, ” as 
lived by a bright-eyed prin- 
cess, whose wonderment at 
life in the eternal city earned 
the late Audrey Hepburn an 
Oscar . is over. 

Lights go our at eleven on 
the Via Veneto these days, 
grand hotels have signs up in 
the lobby telling tour groups 
when their bus will leave, and 
breaking with tradition, Guc- 
ci has joined the January 
sales. 

The limelight has dimmed - 
on the runway too. relegating 
the fame of Italian couture 
and names like Fabiani, Biki 
and Sorelle Fontana, who 
dressed Miss Hepburn in Ro- 
man Holiday, to a glorious 
.past. 

The biggest blow game a 
few years ago when Italy's 
No. 1 couture designer, 
Valentino, took his collection 
to Paris. 

“What’s the point of put- 
ting on a show for two-bit 
actresses and has-been con- 
tessas,” Giancarlo Giammet- 
ti, Valentino's right hand 
man, said at the time, refer- 
ring to the absence of jet set 
names and the international 
press at the semi-annual 
Rome collections. 

Valentino still maintains 
his headquarters in Rome, 
where he has set up a cultural 
centre whose proceeds go to 
AIDS victims. 

Valentino is not the only 


designer to have abandoned 
Rome. Gianfranco Ferre also 
show's in Paris, while Roberto 
Capucci, Roman couturier 
par excellence, absent from 
the capital's runway for the 
past five years, has recently 
shown in Florence, and Ber- 


lin. In the spring his clothes 
nill be pari of a Paris exhibit 
dedicated to women. 

“Rome has fallen apart , 
and doesn’t seem to be able 
to pick up the pieces." the 
designer said in a recent in- 
terview in the Rome daily II 


Messaggero. in which he ' 
pointed out that Rome — V.- 
unlike Paris — does not have 
a permanent fashion centre. * 

The most recent high ’ n 
fashion shows for spring-sum- * ■' 
mer 1993, which ended in ■" 
Rome Thursday, produced 
little hope for the future. 

Not that the clothes we- '* 
ren’t well made and elegant • 
— in fact the quality seemed ’ • 
to be up from a few seasons 
ago — but there was nothing ■ 
new on or off the runway. 

Ionian dowagers in basic ' 
black and pearls applauded 
their fa vourire designers from ■ 
Barocco to Balestra. from ' 
Laug to Lancetti with enthu- '■ ’• 
siasm. But their loyalty won 't " 
ring bells on the cash register. 

The young designers, many •’ •' 
of whom are noblemen them- ■ ‘ ' 
selves, like Roman Prince - 1 
Alessandro Tor Ionia, have '■ 
surrounded themselves with ? 
blue-blooded fans who show 
their support in the purchase 
of wedding and ball gowns. 

In order to make their 
clothes more attractive, the 
Rome designers have prom- 
ised to hold prices down. *• r - 
meaning a custom-made suit * 
will cost around $5,000, while ■ 
ball gowns carry a starting 
price of $10,000. ** ' 

The style proposed by the ■* • 
Italian couture designers is a 
mixture between the sophisti- ’ 
cated and the ethnic. Sarong 
skirts and pajama pants in ■ 
gay silk prints share the run- 
way with trim suits and de- 
murely ruffled party dresses. t 

The garden party look , 
completed by the ever-pre- 
sent bag, gloves and wide .• 
brimmed hat is reminiscent of \ 
the outfits from the film 
Breakfast At Tiffany's. : ,i» 
which turned Miss Hepburn 's 
elegance into a legend. 





The development of organ transplants 


By Patrick Olivier 

Thanks to the discovery of cyclos- 
porin, which makes it possible to 
control rejection , there has been 
an increase in organ transplants . 
Today , new methods creating tis- 
sue tolerance represent a 
tremendous leap forward for grafts 
and make it possible to envisage 
using animal organs . 


PARIS — it all began with a 

- veritable national drama. Af- 

- ter days and days of desper- 
' ate hope and anguished wait- 


in the 1950s. 

This waiting was finally re- 
warded. much later, in 1968. 
After the failures, success 


“ ing , Marius Renard, a child finally triumphed. In France, 
of seven, the first person to all eyes were upon Emma- 


receive a transplant in 
, France, suddenly died. There 
' was tremendous disappoint- 
ment. The organ had been 
•* rejected . So many people had 
been waiting for the success 
of this kidney transplant, for 
this child of course, but also 
for so many other sick people 
who were doomed. That was 


nuel Vitria. the man with the 
heart transplant “ who was in 
the best of health " and defied 
rime. With this man who. 
thanks to his new heart, was 
able to carry on a normal life, 
organ transplants became a 
part of life. 

The major turning point in 
organ transplants, that is to 


say the moment when chance 
went permanently over to the 
side of the surgeons and the 
receivers, only really came a 
dozen or so years ago, whena 
miracle drug was discovered 
by chance. This was cyclos- 
porin. The latter contained a 
substance making it possible 
to overcome a major obstacle 
to grafts, for good: The phe- 
nomenon of rejection. From 
then on, the success of a 
transplant only depended on 
the skill of the surgeons and 
the organs available. 

To date, more than 
250.000 kidney transplants 
have been carried out in the 
world. 30 specialised centres 
have been created in France 
in the last ten years. The 
success rate of kidney trans- 
plants is 80 per cent and the 
longest transplant patient has 
lived with somebody rise's 
kidney for more than 29 
years. 

Transplants and grafts 
have not only become com- 
mon practice, but they have 


also extended to all the essen- 
tial organs. Kidney trans- 
plants, together with heart 
transplants are the most 
widespread, but lungs and 
the pancreas are also grafted. 
The liver, a complex organ, 
can be grafted too. 

Medicine has made such 
great strides in the area of 
organ transplants that soon it 
will no longer be necessary to 
administer anti-rejection 
drugs. New methods are 
being considered. 

Hew methods 

By making anti-rejection 
substances unnecessary, 
these new methods have the 
enormous advantage of can- 
celling any harmful side 
effects (such as neurological . 
Kidney or diabetic complica- 
tions) and of maintaining the 
organism's defence mechan- 
isms. 

Two new directions are 
thus being taken today . each 
of which aims to familiarise 
the receiver's organism with 


that of the donor. This is the 
so-called “tolerance induc- 
tion' 1 principle through which 
an attempt is made to initiate 
reciprocal tolerance between 
the two organisms. 

The first method consists 
of inserting grafts from the 
donor in die receiver's thy- 
mus. The thymus is the place 
in which certain cells of the 
immune system , the lympho- 
cytes. are “trained". By pro- 
ceeding in this way , the re- 
ceiver’s lymphocytes recog- 
nise and accept foreign anti- 
gens , that is to say those of 
the donor. Animal experi- 
ments show that this man- 
ipulation is perfectly effec- 
tive. The lymphocytes of the 
receiver animal no longer 
recognise the graft as a fore- 
ign substance. 

The second method is to 
encourage tolerance by swap- 
ping cells between the donor 
and the receiver. Some of the 
donor's cells (those known as 
“ dendritic ") “ colonise " the 
receiver's cells. 


This "microchimerism" 
(the combination on a tiny 
scale of the genetic features 
of two distinct organisms) 
make the receiver tolerant of 
the foreign graft. 

These new methods open 
up extraordinary prospects,; m 
particular with xenografts , 
,that is to say the use of 
animal organs, at a time 
when , with the increase in the 
number of transplants and 
grafts bring performed, there 
is a dearth of organs. This 
could be a great step forward 
with the impossible , a graft 
between different species,' 
becoming possible. 

Professor Henri Kiris, the 
organiser of the last Interna- 
tional Transplant Conference 
in Paris , concludes: '‘If. in 
the near future, we succeed 
in including tissue tolerance, 
it will be fabulous. Trans- 
plants will concern every- 
body. It will become possible 
to perform more operations 
and compensate for the great 
lack of organs available. A 
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Prof. Christian Cabroi has performed oiror 900 
heart transplant operations 

seventy-five year old suffer- Then , only one kind of death 
ing Grom a heart attack could would exist: Brain death" — 
be given a heart transplant. ■ L’Actualite En France. 


U.S. study finds passive smoking kills 3,ooo a year 


By Jerry Stilkind 

' WASHINGTON — The 
U.S. Environmental Prolec- 
tion Agency (EPA) has 
found that as many as 3.000 
non-smokers may die a year 
from lung cancer because 
they inhale the smoke of peo- 
ple they live or work with. 

; William Reilly. EPA admi- 
nistrator, told a recent news 
conference that "smoking is 
hot just a health danger for 
smokers, but a signficiant risk 
for non-smokers, particularly 
children who are exposed to 
secondhand smoke." 

■ Louis Sullivan, secretary of 
health and human services 
and a physician. Joined him 
at the news conference and 
Announced the launching of a 
Campaign to urge the public 
to demand bans on smoking 
at plants, offices and res- 
taurants because of the 
■ poison ” of secondhand 
tobacco smoke. 


As with past government 
studies linking smoking to 
cancer, the tobacco industry 
strongly objected to the con- 
clusions. while non-govem- 
ment health organisations 
urged the federal and local 
governments to take stronger 
action against smoking in 
public places. 

This latest report, four 
years in the making, has 
generated so much heat that 
its conclusions were leaked to 
some newspapers two days 
before its release and tobacco 
manufacturers and health 
groups had news conferences 
condemning and praising it 
the day before its publica- 
tion. 

One concern of tobacco 
makers is the possibility of an 
increased number of law suits 
by persons claiming to be 
harmed by secondhand 
smoke now that they are 
armed with a comprehensive 
530-page report. An EPA 


official said in an interview 
after the Reilly-Sullivan news 
conference that the possibil- 
ity of such suits might turn 
out to be a major reason for 
private employers and res- 
taurants to ban smoking. 

Officials of Philip Morris 
USA. a major cigarette 
manufacturer, said at their 
news conference that the 
EPA study does not " convin- 
cingly support" the conclu- 
sion of increased risk of can- 
cer from secondhand smoke. 
They also arguec/ that the 
newest and largest study of 
the effects of tobacco smoke 
was not considered by EPA. 

Dr. Reilly said in reply to a 
question at his news confer- 
ence with Dr. Sullivan that 
scientists studied 30 reports 
from around .he world in 
coming to the conclusion that ■ 
secondhand tobacco smoke 
produces cancer. EPA analy- 
sed 11 U.S. studies, six done 
in Japan, four in China, four 


in Hong Kong, two in 
Greece, two in Sweden, and 
one each in England and 
Scotland. 

Dr. Sullivan added that the 
large study cited by Philip 
Morris was completed only 
several months ago. leaving 
too little time for inclusion in 
the EPA study. However, its 
findings are in complete 
accord with those of the 30 
other studies consulted, he 
said. 

“/ know of no industry that 
has so little credibility as the 
tobacco industry." he said. 

The EPA report states that 
about 434,000 persons die 
each year in the United 
States from cancer, heart dis- 
eases and respiratory ail- 
ments caused by smoking. 
“ Smoking is the leading pre- 
ventable cause of death in 
our society today. " Dr. Reil- 
ly. stated injopeping remarks^. 
.. About 140JJ00 of these 
death are from lung cancer. 
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according to the report. Ab- 
out 3.000 of these deaths are 
among non-smokers who in- 
hale tobacco smoke. 

Both the smoke rising from 
cigarettes and that exhaled by 
smokers contains a complex 
mix of more than 4.000 com- 
pounds. a mix that "contains 
many known or suspected 
human carcinogens and toxic 
agents the report stated. 

Passive smoking is particu- 
larly hard on children, the 
report states . contributing to 
150.000 to 300,000 cases 
annually of respiratory illnes- 
ses such as pneumonia, bron- 
chitis and bronchiolitis 
among children less than 18 
months old. That results in 


7.500 to 15,000 hospitalisa- 
tions a year, it estimates. 

In addition, the report says 
that passive smoking worsens 
the condition of 200.000 to 1 
million asthmatic children. 

This report did not ex- 
amine the relationship be- 
tween passive smoking and 
heart disease. Some news ser- 
vices articles charge that such 
a study was killed by EPA 
officials because EPA was 
finding that there are more 
than 10 times as many heart- 
disease as lung-cancer deaths 
caused by passive smoking. 

Dr. Reilly called the 
charge “ wholly unjustified." 
The heart disease study is 


continuing and is not ready 
for publication, he said, 
adding that "we have far 
better data and more persua- 
sive data on lung cancer than 
heart disease." 

Michael Eriksen, director 
of the office on smoking and 
health of the U.S. Centres for 
Disease Control,’ said in an 
interview after the Reilly-Sul- 
livan news conference that 
smoking has dropped the past 
30 years to a low of 25 per 
cent of the population. 

In Eastern Europe . howev- 
er, the current proportion of 
smokers is 70 to 80 per cent. 
Smaller proportions smoke in 
developing countries but the 


rate is rising. 

"China has a great prob- 
lem because its population is 
large and smoking is rising. 
In the Far East, 'smoking may 
lead to millions of deaths a 
year," be said. ■*.' "< •' 

Only a few developed 
countries — the United 
States. United Kingdom and 
Australia — have, effective 
anti-smoking programmes, 
he said. Even fewer have 
begun to worry about the 
effects of passive smoking. 

France is an exception.bat its 
regulations protecting non- 
smokers have not yet' been 
effective, he said — U.S. 
Information Agency. ' • 


Smoking inhibits radiation 


cancer 


aril •**» «*•••* 
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BOSTON (R) — Patients with bead or neck cancer who 
continue to smoke while receiving radiation treatments 
considerably inhibit the effectiveness of tbe life-saving 
therapy, according to new research . 

Tbe study , which appears in tbe latest issue of New 
England Journal of Medicine, concludes that not only are 
smokers at higher risk for developing head or neck cancers 
but that they thwart the best means of treating tbe disease 
by continuing to smoke. 

Tbe study, by doctors Grom McMaster University in 
Ontario, Canada, found that tbe longer tbe cancer patients 
bad sworn off cigarettes tbe more efficiently radiation killed 
their tumours. 

"Tbe results suggest that patients with bead and neck 
cancer who continue to smoke during radiation therapy are 
less likely to respond to therapy and have a lower rate of 
survival than patients who do not smoke during treatment, " 
they said. 

Tbe cancers disappeared in only 45 per cent of tbe 
smokers compared with 74 per cent of the non-smokers. Tbe 


Gene found that causes 
immune disorder 


LONDON (R) — Resear- 
chers have cloned the gene 
responsible for a rare inher- 
ited disorder that cripples the 
immune system, according to 
a recent report. 

Their work may also shed 
light on certain types of 
cancer. 

The inherited disorder is 
X-Linked Agammaglobuli- 
naemia. or XLA. Its main 
symptom is lack of a kind of 
white blood cell — the B 
Cells, that make antibodies. 
Sufferers live under the con- 
stant threat of contracting 
infectious diseases. 

The gene the researchers 
have found is located on the 
X- Chromosome, a sex 
chromosome, which explains 
why the disorder is found 
only in men. 

It also appears to be linked 
to the proper development of 
B Cells. People with mutant 
versions of the gene have 
XLA because immature B 
Cells fail to become mature 
and active . 

In a report published in the 
British scientific journal Na- 
ture. researchers from Guy’s 
and St Thomas's Hospitals in 
London and the Karolinska 
Institute in Huddinge. 
Sweden, said the evidence 
suggests that the norma/ gene 
encodes a kind of enzyme 
called a Tyrosine Kinase , one 
of a family of similar enzymes 


known to be involved in the 
communication of biochemic- 
al signals within cells. 

If the enzyme is defective, 
young B Cells may fail to 
receive the signals that in- 
struct them to develop. 

Mutant forms of other 
members of this family of 
genes are associated with 
cancer. The researchers said 
it will be interesting to see 
whether the XLA gene is 
associated with B Cell lym- 
phomas. 

The researchers said XLA 
is also a candidate for gene 
replacement therapy. 

"Hie work has diagnostic 
and theraputic implications. " 
says Stephen Desiderio of the 
Howard Hughes Medical In- 
stitute. John Hopkins Medic- 
al School in Baltimore, Mary- 
land. in a companion article 
commenting on the work. 

"It will now be possible to 
detect carriers and perform 
prenatal tests by direct analy- 
sis of mutations. 

“ Because the B-Cell 
lineage is selectively affected . 
it is conceivable that XLA 
may one day be treated by 
gene replacement therapy. 

“ The fact that protein 
Tyrosine Kinases have also 
been implicated in tumour 
development, however , will 
temper enthusiasm for this 
approach until more is known 
about their normal function. " 




likelihood of being alive two years after tbe cancer treatment 
was 39 per cent, for . smokers and 66 par cent far the 
Boosmokers. 

For patients who bad quit less titan 12 weeks before then- 
cancer was discovered, tbe death rate was 40 per cent tower 
than for people who continued to smoko. 

Among people who bad been off cigarettes for more than 
a year, tbe risk of death was 70 per cent lower. ’ 

The advantage of quitting may be evengreater titan tikfce 
remits suggest. 

Tbe Browman team said radiation treatments might be 
less effective in smokers because tbeir blood carries fewer 
immune ceBs known as natural Jcffler cells. 

Tbe tissues of smokers may get less oxygen, i pftieft could 
interfere with tbe effects of tbe radiation , they said. . 

"These results should encourage therapists, to advise 
patients to stop smoking, and investigators should be aware 
that smoking behaviour may be an important *? factor in 
judging if radiation treatment fora tumour is effective, they 
said. ■: 


ANSWERS 


TEST YOUR KNOWLEDGE 

Woman's world 

1. It's worn; springs form a cage or hoop for extending 
skirts. 

2. Short jacket of Spanish type. 

3. Straight piece of fabric with an opening for the head. 

4. State Registered Nurse. 

5. 1870. 

6. Onion. ' : 

7j Pepper. ... 

8. Flat iron plate on which things are baked. ■ : - J 

9. Gardening, pruning shrubs, plants. 

10. German name for malted wholemeal rye bteatf. 


1. 1 1/3 


PUZZLES 


& -a- * a- £ 


2. The land should be divided like this: 
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Deputies call for obligatory voting 


(CsntiMsd from page I) 

Home meanwhile asked the gw- 
ennoent to lower to 18 from 20 
legal age for voting and delete 
Item (E) of Article 18 of the 
dtectiots law for 1986, which bans 
“members of. illegal organisa- 
tions'* from running for Pariia'- 

’Jh a nsport to die House, the 
Jotfciary Committee said citizens 
Shook! become eligible for voting 
aLthc age of 18 since fins is the 
age in the country. 
..^cdumritiee said that main- 
hem (E) of Article 18 of 
the Iaw”c 0 nflicts with the demo- 
eratfcbrien ration” of the coim- 
toy„ Shine deputies argued against 
detatisg the article on the 
etounefe that “nothing in it con- 
Sets With democracy." 


"Item (E) says that candidates 
for Partiament should not belong 
to an illegal organisation. That 
means parties and groupings that 
(do not uphold) the Constitution. 
Does tins contradict the democra- 
tic orientation?” Deputy Moham- 
mad Oweidi A! Abbadi said. 

Deputy Hussein Mjalli said the 
item violates Artide 24 of the 
Constitution because it gives 
administrative governors and not 
the jndidaiy the right to decide 
on the eligibility of candidates for 
Parliament 

The House then voted 41-54 to 
delete the item. 

The government did not en- 
force the item during the par- 
liamentary elections of 1989 when 
members of then illegal parties 
contested the elections. 


Enforcement of firearms rules deferred 


(Coattncd from page 1) 

entod, the government said. 

During sts two-and-a- half-hour 
session, the House also approved 
a revised draft law on youth 
welfare and asked government to 
amend the elections law of 1986. 
. Also on Sunday, the House 
asked the government to draft a 
law banning freemasonry from 
the country. Freemasonry is de- 
, fined by the Oxford dictionary as 
“an international fraternity for 
mutual help and fellowship” with 
elaborate secret rituals. Deputy 
Mohammad Oweidi A] Abadi, 
who championed the demand for 


the draft law, said the movement 
was part of the international 
Zionism organisation. 

The House also listened to. 
ministers' replied to deputies’ 
questions on a number of local 
issues and referred some recom- 
mendations of the Administra- 
tion Committee to the govern- 
ment 

In its next session on Sunday, 
the House will “exchange views" 
with the government on civil ser- 
vice appointments for the last 
three years to check “injustices" 
in granting work opportunities to 
job seekers. 


Expellees to observe hunger-strike 


(C onfined from page 1) 


enemy's barbaric practices 
through the killing of our children 
and destruction of oar homes, we 
announce that we shall go on a 
24-hour hunger strike as of 
Thursday,” Dr. Rantisi said. 

The evictees have been living 
in a tent camp between territory 
controlled by the Lebanese army 
and Israel’s self-proclaimed 
“security zone" since Dec. 18. 

Dr. Rantisi also called on 
Wednesday to withdraw a prop- 
osed Security Council resolution 
because tougher U-N. sanctions 
were needed against Israel for 
refusing to take the evictees back. 

The evictees initially welcomed 
tbe proposal but reversed posi- 
tion as signs mounted that the 
Security Council would not vote 
for sanctions. 

"We call on tbe PLO to with- 
draw its proposal because we see 
it doesn’t meet what is required” 
Dr. Rantisi said. 

“On the contrary it barms our 
case. .We see that sanctums im- 
plemented against Arab states 
like Iraq and Libya are very harsh 
and include economic boycotts. 


bans Co flights and aerial bom- 
bardments. 

“So why should sanctions 
a gains t Israel be so mild to the 
extent that Israel would not even 
feel them?" Dr. Rantisi added. 

The PLO in New York circu- 
lated a proposed resolution Tues- 
day to impose sanctions against 
Israel for failing to obey demands 
to take back the evictees. 

Nasser A1 Kidwa, the PLO’s 
observer at the United Nations, 
said in the event of continued 
non-compliance by a deadline,' 
tougher sanctions could be ap- 
plied against the Jewish state. 

Tbe proposed resolution would 
ban all states and their nationals 
from any dealings with Israeli 
companies Or public establish-' 
merits involved in violations in 
the Israeli-occupied Gaza Strip 
and West Bonk of the Fourth 
Geneva Convention. 

Israel would also be barred 
from any conference or meeting 
dealing with human rights that 
was sponsored by tbe United 
Nations, any inter-governmental 
organisation or by any state. 


Israeli court ruling due, today 


(Cammed from page 1) 

was also quoted by Israeli media 
as saying that talking to Dr. Ghali 
was "like talking to tbe wall.” 

A phone-in poll to a popular 
television talks show, which drew 
more than 5,000 responses from 
Israeli viewers Tuesday night, 
showed opinion running three-to- 
one against repatriating the evic- 
tees. 

Tbe Clinton administration 
Tuesday declared that “active di- 
plomacy" was the best way to 
reverse the Israeli expulsions of 
Palestinians. 

As the administration moved 
to resolve its first Mideast chal- 
lenge, the State Department all 
but threatened to veto any effort 
in tire Security Council to punish 
Israel for the expulsions by im- 
posing sanctions. 

“We wouldn’t see any con- 
structive purpose in a security 
council debate,” spokesman 
Richard A. Boucher said. He also 
made a point of Israel’s "difficul- 
ties" with '’extremist” groups. 

“We believe there is an oppor- 
tunity to resolve the issue through 
active diplomacy” Mr. Boucher 
said. “We would like to see those 
efforts exhausted before the 
Security Council considers taking 
action." 

The administration hopes to 
keep tbe dispute from interfering 
with its drive to reopen Arab- 
Israeli negotiations on a Middle 
East settlement. 

"We continue to believe in the 
importance of the peace pro- 
cess,” Mr. Boucher said at the 
department's daily news briefing. 
"We’ve {focussed here before the 
importance of resolving this issue 
with the deportees and not allow- 
ing it to derail tbe peace pro- 
cess." 

The Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) probably will de- 
lay until next week an appeal to 
:tiie Security Council for farther 
action bn the Israelis expulsion of 
PakstuuanSi a FLO official said 
Wednesday. 

PLO Executive Committee 
member Yasser Abed Rabbo said 
in Tutu consultations between 
the PLO and Arab and non- 
aligned countries were still under- 
way about a draft resolution 
asking for sanctions against 


“There will be a call by the 
Arab countries for a (Security 
Council) session during the next 
week," Mr. Abed Rabbo toW 


Reuters. 

Tbe PLO circulated a draft 
proposal at the United Nations in 
New York for a Security CoandT 
resolution to impose economic 
sanctions on Israel for failing to 
comply with Resolution 799 call- 
ing for the evictees to be brought 
home. 

Israel Radio reported on 
Wednesday that tne United 
States and Russia have told Israel 
the issue of sanctions will not be 
raised at the U.N. Security Coun- 
cil session. 

Asked to comment on tbe re- 
port, Mr. Abed Rabbo said: “We 
have no knowledge of that” 

Israel is counting on the United 
States, its closest friend, to block 
sanctions and to delay any council 
meeting until after the high court 
rules on the legality of the expul- 
sions. 

The Security Council never im- 
posed sanctions against Israel for 
violations of more sweeping re- 
solutions, demanding withdrawal 
from the Arab land seized in the 
1967 war. 

Still, the PLO’s U.N. observer 
was hopeful President Bill Clin- 
ton would go along, considering 
his campaign pledges. 

“We have a new administration 
now which imficated repeatedly 
its respect for human rights, in- 
ternational law and obligations of 
the United States under interna- 
tional treaties” Nasser A1 Kidwa 
said. 

Tbe resolution, copies of which 
were provided by the PLO, stops 
short of the sweeping, broad 
sanctions imposed against Libya, 
Iraq and Serbia. But it would bar 
foreign countries or companies 
from trading with Israeli firms 
doing business contrary to council 
resolutions in occupied territor- 
ies. 

Mr. Kidwa told reporters tbe 
boycott would apply to Israeli 
companies building settlements 
on occupied land and transporta- 
tion companies which drove the 
expelled Palestinians to Israel’s 
border with Lebanon. 

Tbe draft resolution would also 
bar Israel from participating in 
international meetings on human 
rights. It calls for the council to 
“consider further measures” on 
Feb. 9 if Israel does not comply 
and repatriate the Palestinians. 
Mr. Kidwa said those measures 
would be sanctions covering a 
broader range of trade with 
Israel. 


Israel , Palestinian informants and activists play deadly game 


By HaHham Hamad 

Tbe Associated Press 

GAZA CITY, Occupied Gaza 
Strip — Tbe six men who came to 
Jasem’s tiny borne gave him a 
-blunt choice: Stop informing on 
Palestinian activists or free death 
like hundreds of other collabor- 
ators with Israel. 

The men had guns and wore 
masks over their faces. Jasem, 
unemployed with three mouths to 
feed, feels he got off luckv. They 
let him live. 

"When I saw the guns, I knew 
they meant what they said” he 
explained, asking that his full 
name or hometown not 'be used 
, to prevent another visit by 
Palestinian enforcers — or Israeli 
agents. 


Palestinians militants have 
been killing suspected informers 
since their uprising began five 
years ago. But the pace of the 
killings has increased, and the 
methods have become more brut- 
al, in the last few weeks. 

One reason is Israel's intensi- 
fied hunt for activists, who attack 
those they fear could betray 
them. 

'The activists are nervous and 
paranoid. They do not trust 
anybody,” said Tawfiq Abu 
Khusa, a journalist who has 
spoken out against the killings 
despite threats on his life. 

Raji Sou rani, a Palestinian hu- 
man rights lawyer, says the kill- 
ings are a response to Israel's 
recruitment of thousands of infor- 
mers, whose assistance wins them 
the army-issued permits to work 


in Israel that are often the only 
avenue to a job. 

Jasem said he applied for such 
a permit eight times before he 
agreed to supply the names of 
activists in his neighbourhood. 

“There were two choices ahead 
of me. either 1 see my children 
starve to death or work for the 
Israelis," he said. After agreeing 
to collaborate, Jasem got his per- 
mit. 

Mr. Sourani said that Israel 
agents, after coercing people into 
collaboration, do little to protect 
them. 

“The collaborators are like 
toilet paper — you only use it one 
time," he said. 

This month alone, 12 Palesti- 
nians were slain as informers in 
Gaza. More than two-thirds of all 
Palestinians killed by fellow Arab 


Russia may veto new attacks on Iraq 


(Continued from page 1) 
has revived Iraqi hopes of re- 
building ties with Moscow and 
splitting the international coali- 
tion standing against it. 

Tbe' ruling Baa til Party news- 
paper A1 Thawra portrayed the 
presence of the delegation from 
Vladimir Zhirinovsky's national- 
ist liberal Democratic Party as a 
sign of Russian opposition to “a 
U.S. -Atlantic aggression against 
Iraq.” 

But with the Russian Foreign 
Ministry calling for legal action 
against the man who sent them, 
such hopes may be premature. 

An aide to President Yeltsin 
has denied a report that the Rus- 
sian leader had ordered the Fore- 
ign Ministry to talk to Iraq about 
resuming oil supplies to Russia. 

Iraq is still banned from trading 
by United Nations economic 
sanctions slapped on Baghdad in 
1991 after the invasion ofKuwait. 

Interfax quoted diplomatic 


sources as saying Mr. Yeltsin, on 
the eve of an official visit to 
India, had ordered the ministry to 
Step up efforts to create condi- 
tions for resuming Iraqi oil sup- 
plies to Russia. 

“The president did not sign any 
such directive,” presidential 
spokesman told Reuters. 

Interfax said that before the 
1991 Gulf crisis the former Soviet 
Union reexported to India a large 
amount of Iraqi oil which Bagh- 
dad supplied to help pay ofF its 
debts to Moscow. 

Russia sharply reduced the 
shipments to India after the 
embargo was introduced. Last 
year it supplied India with only 
around 1.4 million tonnes com- 
pared with a planned four million 
tonnes. 

Interfax quoted Foreign Eco- 
nomic Relations Ministry sources 
as saying Russia was due to supp- 
ly India with two million tonnes 
of oil in 1993. 


U.N. reports 
no problems 


(Continued from page 1) 

cooled before the collapse of the 
Soviet Union, its ally and former 
chief armourer. 

State newspapers have high- 
lighted expressions of concern 
from leading Russian politicians 
following the U.S.-led air and 
missile strikes. 

But Moscow has distanced it- 
self from the liberal Democratic 
Party delegation in Baghdad with 
its Foreign Ministry calling for 
legal action against the man that 
sent it, party leader Vladimir 
Zhirinovsky. 

Kuwait's crown prince has 
meanwhile dismissed a suggestion 
by Iraq that its territorial claim on 
ther emirate was a thing of the 
past and said Baghdad remained 
a threat two years after the Gulf 
war. 
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On Friday January 29th thru Sunday 31 st 1 993, from 1 0 a.m. to 8 p.m. 

A collection of uniquely hand crafted home furnishing 
fashion accessories and traditional products: 
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At Jordan River Designs showroom, Jabal Weibdeh, near the former 
Civil Defence . For more information, please call 6 28760 or 656872. 









since 1987 — 513 out of 695 — 
died in the Gaza Strip, though its 
population is less than that of the 
West Bank. 

No-one knows bow many of 
tbe dead were really guilty. Some 
were known collaborators. 
Others were accused of prostitu- 
tion or drug dealing, considered 
offenses against Islam. But in 
many cases, the only evidence is 
rumour or an accusation scrawled 
on a wail. 

The brutality of the killings has 
embarrassed Palestinian leaders. 
Victims have been beaten, shot 
and axed to death. Some were 
lynched. A few, taken for treat- 
ment after being attacked, were 
finished off by gunmen inside 
hospital rooms. 

Israel maintains few of the 
dead were collaborators. Army 
Chief of Staff Lieutenant- 
General Ehud Barak recently 


told visiting American Jews that 
Israel’s expulsion of some 400 
alleged radicals was meant not 
just to protect Israeli lives, but 
those of Palestinians. 

While Gazans distrust Israel's 
explanations, many agree thar 
not all victims were guilty. 

“Some are innocent victims 
who were never given the chance 
to defend themselves” Mr. Abu 
Khusa said. “It is very easy to 
label somebody a collaborator.” 

He said the killings, by sowing 
dissension among Palestinians, 
help Israel keep its hold on the 
occupied territories. 

“Do not expect the son whose 
father was killed in front of his 
eyes to love this revolution. He 
will hate it and will definitely 
revenge the death of his father,” 
said the 34-year-old journalist. 

Mr. Abu Khusa said Palesti- 
nians must take responsibility for 


stopping the killings by armed 
youths. 

“There is no law on earth thpt 
gives the right to any activist to be 
the interrogator, judge and ex- 
ecutioner” he said. 

When Mr. Abu Khusa publicly 
condemned the killings last May, 
masked men dumped the bodies 
of two suspected collaborators on 
his doorstep, telling his 16-year- 
old sister they were a "gift" for 
him. • 

Mr. Abu Khusa fears that un- 
warranted killings are damaging 
the Palestinians' society and even 
their ability to negotiate peace 
with Israel. ( 

“How can the head of the 
Palestinian team to the peace 
talks protest Israeli violations 6f 
human rights in the West Batik 
and Gaza Strip while the Palesti- 
nians are violating them too?" he 
said. 


POWER HUT GYM 



i.i‘. 


Three of Jordan’s best 

AEROBICS INSTRUCTORS 

are now apart of the Power Hut. 

□asses are now open for registration. A daily fee 
as well as a monthly membership is available. 

For more information, please call: 

686349 


JORDAN MARKET PLACE 
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THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACKING, AIR FREK3H1 
FORWARDING, DOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES .CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 


AMIN KAWAR ISONS 

604676 604696 
I P.O.BOX 7806 



B CROWN 

i INTX EST. 
m Packing, shipping, 
b forwarding, storage, 
1 clearing, door-to-door 
i service 

Air. Sea and Land 


B 




UBBRisnBinSsBncB 
YOUR BEST CHOICE 
IN JORDAN^. 

Kais Dryclean, 1 Hr. Service 

☆ Shoes repair * Engraving 
* Keys Service 

☆ Upholstry, curtains & carpets 
cleaning 

6 Branches af YOUR Service 

Mecca Street, behind Pizza 
Hut, phone 821856, Fax 
828183 
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FIRST CLASS INDIAN 


Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 12.30- 3.30 pm 
7.30-41.30 pm 

Alter the Philadelphia Hotel 

Towards 3rd circle 


Tel: 659519 659520 


SUIRN NRTIONRL 
Rent a Car 


JEC % ¥ ^ JT 


120 

Authentic 
} % Chinese dishes, 
from alt great re- 
.'•( gional cuisine 
' styles of China. 


CHINA 

HOUSE 

Restaurant 


Cbn chefs 
Open daily lor 
lunch & dinner 

T*r mj seme 

Jabal Ai Hussein 

Ministry of Trade 

& Industrial Rd. 
TeL 867755 
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CHEN'S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 

specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
■ p.m. 

\ 6:30 - Midnight 


4 RENT & SALE 

- Many villas and apart- 
ments are available for 
rent and sale, furnished 
or unfurnished. 

- Also many plots of land 
are available for sale. 

For further details, 
please call: 
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MANDARIN RESTAURANT! : 


Special Chinese Foods 
Soiled Chinese Chefs 

\Opea llbo-3-JO A o:iO-ttJO 

Take away is available 

Wadi Saqra Road 
near Philadelphia Hotel 



Car-Rental 

Pick up-delivervJ^LJ 
8:00 - 24:00 


Safety Rnd Style 

S 694-882 





CHm 

Town 

fi^estourtml 


Every great city in the world has its China 
Town and Ammap-now has its own. 

•5R'. 

Where you can einSgie most exquisite 
Chinese dia^e§|p^J^eji end dinner 

All chefeeftom Peking, China 

5 ;; 

at the Hotel 

Tel. 674295 of E741 11 - ext. 6338 


I The First Class Hotel in | 
" Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room*.! 


DAIEWTEL 

,|j£<|l|lB 


Amman- Tel. 668 193 
P O Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 


yc 



French 


(Euisin 


i 




RESERVATION 
TEL 819564 
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r sends message 
emifinal rivals 


MELBOURNE lAgencies) — 
Jim Courier hammered out a 
ruthless message to the three 
pretenders for his Australian 
Open title with a quarter-final 
demolition of Czech seventh seed 
Petr Korda Wednesday. 

The world number one copied 
the earlier deeds of Michael 
Stich. Stefan Edberg and Pete 
Sampras by marching into the last 
four without dropping a set. leav- 
ing Korda to pick up the pieces 
after a dismal ol b-U 0-4 pasting. 

Courier now faces Srich in a 
heavv-duly battle in one semifin- 
al. while Sampras and Edberg 
stage a repeat of last year's U.S. 
Open final in Friday's other con- 
test. 

Both matches look potential 
thrillers, something which could 
scarcely be said about a succes- 
sion of cardboard quarter-finals 
which raised the same questions 
about the depth in men's tennis as 
2 pply to the women's game. 

Germany’s Stich exploited 
Frenchman Guy Forget's big 
■ occasion nerves to drum out a 64 
6-4 6-4 victory which look him to 
his first Grand Slam semifinal 
since winning Wimbledon in 
1991. 

Edberg’s bad back again be- 
haved itself as the Swedish star 
eased past compatriot Christian 
Bergstrom 6-4 6-4 6-1 , while Sam- 

* pras disposed of New Zealand 
Brett Steven 6-3 6-2 6-3. again 
with the minimum of fuss and 
effort. 

Courier has been forced to 

- listen for weeks to people sug- 
-gesting either Sampras or Edberg 

* Iwin replace him at the lop of the 

• "world rankings before 1993 is 
•much older. 

His response at Flinders Park 
>.'has been typically unequivocal 
. -with nv; wm, not a set conceded 
’-and no sigr. vf any acbi*s anil 
■ 'pains to encourage the opposi- 
tion. 

The miotionrilc Xordr who 
bad face;; hoping*::- r,isJ :2 
. tor his French Open anal defeat 
to Courier last year, was blasted 
out of sight for lengthy periods, 
losing 13 games in a row in one 
nightmarish sequence. 

An unforced error count of 
50-7 tokJ the story. 

The American, chasing his 
fourth Grand Slam title, said: 
“Seven unforced errors in three 
sets is about the lowest I’ve every 
heard of for me. 

‘ “1 feel great... I'm realty hap- 
py. When I’ve got a fresh mind. 

" people are going to have to play 

- great tennis to beat me.” 

* Had Korda been an amateur 
player on a public court he would 
have probably thrown his racket 

- fn the river and gone in search of 
. a drink. 

”No one has played against me 
'like this in die Iasi two years.” 
Korda said. “1 was trying to do 
everything today but had no 
answer. 1/ jim plays like this he's 
.got a great chance to win it 
again.” 

Much the same sentiments 
were expressed by Forget and 
Steven, except they were tipping 
-Stich and Sampras respectively. 

Forget, the 11th seed, never 
really recovered from dropping 
his serve in the opening game 
against Stich who he rates as a 
potential equal to Courier. 


"He is maybe not as consistent 
as Jim Courier but when his game 
is there he's just as good.” was 
Forger's assessment. 

World number three Sampras 
is not under-rating the size of his 
task against Edberg. particularly 
after his defeat to the same man 
in last year's U.S. Open final. 

"It took me a couple of weeks 
to get over that loss," he said. “I 
think about it every now and 
again and it would have been 
sweet if 1 had won it. On the 
other hand. I'm 21 and I still have 
a good long career ahead of me.” 

Edberg. who has cut the num- 
ber of baths he takes per day to 
relax his back from six to four, 
also remembers that four-set win 
at Rushing Meadow clearly. 



Stefan Edberg 

“It was maybe my best per- 
formance ever.... I thought about 
it for a long time and I still do. 

“Nowadays I try and peak for 
the big ones....! like to play best 
of five sets because it's an advan- 
tage to the better player.” 



Pete Sampras 

The Swede, for once, may not 
be able to count on the most 
vocal supporters as Sampras is 
hoping his heritage will draw 
plenty of support in what is the 
third-la rgest Greek- populated 
city in the world after Athens and 
Snionika. 

Spectators of all nationalities 
will simply be hoping for a touch 
more spice as the tournament 
reaches its final stages. 

This" has been the First Austra- 
lian championship in the Open 


era where all four men's quarter- 
finals have ended in straight sets. 
The last time it happened at any 
men's Grand Slam tournament 
was the 1985 U.S. Open. 

Top four face off again 


Monica, Steffi, Gabriela and 
Arantxa. They've become such 
fixtures at the Grand Slam semi- 
finals that any tennis fan knows 
them by their first names. 

They took 12 of the 16 semifin- 
al spots at the top four events last 
year, and they will be facing off 
again Thursday at the Australian 
Open, where they're the top four 
seeds. 

Monica Seles, the top seed 
and defending champion, will put 
her 19-match Australian winning 
streak on the line against thrid- 
seeded Gabriela Sabatini of 
Argentina, while No. 2 Steffi 
Graf of Germany tries to use her 
forehand power to beat speedy 
Arantxa Sanchez Vicario of 
Spain, the fourth seed. 

All four had tough time in 
their quarterfinal matches Tues- 
day. 

The graceful Sabatini had to 
fight off three match points to 
down lOth-seeded Mary Pierce of 
France in a three-set match that 
lasted nearly three liours and 
didn't end until 1:45 a.m. 

A hoarse Sabatini called her 
comeback one of the best of her 
career. But while Pierce certainly 
had sting in her shots, Sabatini 
knows that Seles* two-fisted 
blasts and ability to concentrate 
wiD be even tougher. 

i’m really looking forward to 
this match,” Sabatini said. ”1 feel 
Tin ready to play against Monica. 
Pm going to have to be pretty 
aggressive and just try to fight 
each point because that's how she 
plays.” 

Graf wore down seventh-seeded Jenn ifer 
Capriatti in the qnarterfianls 
with a barrage of groudstrokes 
(hat had the 16-year-old Amer- 
ican running from side to side. 
She can’t be sure that will happen 
, .against Sanchez . Vicario, who 
' seems capable of retrieving shots 
all day. 

Graf, who hasn't lost a set in 
her five matches and has reach at 
least the quarterfinals of 26 con- 
secutive Grand Slam tourna- 
ments, says a little help from 
some male friends, particularly 
Sweden's Lars Wahlgren, has 
prepared her for the female 
heavy hitters. 

Sanchez Vicario, who like Graf 
had to come back from down a 
service break in both sets against 
fifth-seeded Mary Joe Fernandez, 
just keeps quietly rolling dong 
with a baseline game that shows 
virtually no weaknesses. It's like 
hitting against a wall — the ball 
just keeps coming back. 

”1 am just going to play my* 
own game and let’s see what 
happens. I am not going to 
change anything.” she said of her 
match against Graf. “I know the 
way she plays, and she knows me 
very well. I don't have anything 
to lose.” 


Auriol 

wins 

Monte 

Carlo 

Rally 

MONTE CARLO (R) — Didier 
Auriol conjured up a breath- 
taking performance to win the 
Monte Carlo Rally Wednesday 
and then calmly confessed he is 
not really interested in the sport. 

'Tm certainly no rally fan,” 
the French Toyota driver said 
after his third triumph in the 
principality. “I would never go to 
an event in which I wasn't com- 
peting. 

“What interests me is pure 
driving skill. I'm obsessed by the 
search for perfection.” 

Auriol's obsession carried him 
from a seemingly impossible posi- 
tion to a highly acclaimed victory 
as he took barely conceivable 
risks to win the last four stages in 
a row. 

Fellow-Frenchman Francois 
Delecour, whose Ford was pip- 
ped for victory by Auriol's late 
surge, described him as definitely 
the best driver in the world at the 
moment.” 

Auriol's spectacularly aggres- 
sive style as he homes in impa- 
tiently on hairpin bends, skids 
hair-raisingly round and roars 
away again makes many of the other 
driver look timid in comparison. 

“The pleasure in it comes from 
the feeling of skidding," he said. 
"But it's also in looking for the 
limits.” 

“There are at least seven driv 
ers capable of winning world 
championship rallies. It promises 
to be a great fight.” 


Super Bowl 
to attract 
1 billion viewers 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — 
Michael Jackson, about 3,500 
children and more than a tonne of 
pyrotechnics add up to the largest 
and splashiest halftime show ever 
for the Super Bowl. 

More than 260 people assem- 
bled by Radio City Music Hall, 
productions, began ' -planning- 
months ago for. Sunday’s show in 
the Rose Bowl at Pasadena, 
where the Dallas Cowboys will 
play the Buffalo Bills. 

Jackson's presence and the 
sheer enormity involved puts thi 
first Super Bowl halftime • show to 
shame. In 1967, marching bands 
from the Universities of Arizona 
and Michigan entertained at the 
Los Angeles Coliseum. 

Organisers say Sunday's show 
will be the grandest to date, 
highlighted by Jackson's mini- 
concert. 

He will perform on a stage 
weighing more tha., 10 tonnes 
specially created for the show. 

More than 250 off-duty police 
and firefighters will set up and 
tear down the 22-piece stage in 
five minutes before and after the 
show. The stage is equipped with 
all-terrain tires to protect the 
playing field. 

The NFL estimates Sunday’s 
game will attract more than 1 
billion viewers in the United 
States and 86 other countries. 
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A1 Ahli protest their 
loss to A1 Orthodox! 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A1 Ahli Wednesday presented a memorandum to 
the Jordan Basketball Federation in which it objected to “obvious 
technicalities and mismanagement by referee” which led to their 
84-81 loss to Al Orthodox! Tuesday m the first division Basketball 
Championship match. 

Al Ahli based their objection on a video record of the match which 
showed that Al Orthodox! were awarded two extra points that were 
ruled out by the referee. However, the score sheet and score board 
did not eliminate the two points. 

Furthermore, one of the referees gave A] Orthodoxi's Muntaser 
Abu] Tayyeb' and Al Ahli's Marwan Al Saeedi simultaneous fools 
when Al Ahli was leading 75-74 with only 15 seconds remaining of 
the match. In addition, the referee gave Saeedi a technical foul and 
awarded Al Orthodoxi two free shots. Although Abut Tayyeb was 
granted his fifth foul at the moment, he was allowed by the referee to 
shoot for Al Orthodoxi, thus scoring one point. This made the score 
75-75 and led to extending the match by five minutes. 

Al Ahli demanded that the federation consider them the winners 
of the match and tins; the holders of the championship title. 

The federation was expected to decide on the issue late Wednes- 
day. 


Daly gets 500th win 
as Nets beat Lakers 


EAST RUTHERFORD, New 
Jersey (R) — Chuck Daly be- 
came the 15th coach in National 
Basketball Association history to 
record 500 career victories when 
his New Jeisey Nets beat the Los 
Angeles Lakers 106-91 Tuesday. 

Daly owns a lifetime -record of 
500-320 with New Jersey, the 
Detroit Pistons and Cleveland 
Cavaliers. 

The Nets remain in second 
place in the Atlantic Division, 
two games behind the New York- 
Knicks, who also won Tuesday. 

Patrick Ewing poured in 26 
points and grabbed 21 rebounds 
and the Knicks held off a late 
Philadelphia surge to record a 
98-90 win over the visiting 76ers. 

Hie win was the fourth in a row 
for New York and the 609th for 
coach Pot Riley, who is 12th on 
the all-time victory list. 

In Portland, the red hot Trail 
Blazers took over sole possession 
of second place in tire Pacific 
Divison with their sixth consecu- 
tive victory, a 143-133 win over 
Golden State in a contest in 
which defence took a back seat to 
scoring. 

Clyde Drexler scored 31 points 
and Cliff Robinson added 26 to 
lead the sneaking Blazers, win- 
ners of 11 of their last 13 games. 


Chris Mullin had 31 points anil 
Latrell S prewell chipped in with 

27 for the Warriors, who lost for 
the seventh time in eight games. 

The two-time defending NBA 
champion Chicago Bulls took on 
the League's worst team and 
crushed the Mavericks in Dallas 
by 35 points with a 123-83 rout. 

Scottie Pippcn collected 19 
points, 11 rebounds and seven 
assists to lead eight Bulls in dou- 
ble figures. 

In Orlando, Rookie centre 
Shaquille O’Neal scored 27 points 
and Tom Tolbert had 24 points 
and 16 rebounds to lead the 
Magic to a 120-106 triumph over 
the Atlanta Hawks. 

At Washington, Michael 
Adams drove to the hoop for a 
buzzer-beating lay-up that gave 
the Bullets a 104-102 overtime 
victory over the Miami HeaL 

At Utah, Karl Malone scored 

28 points and pulled down 13 
rebounds to lead the Jazz past the 
Cleveland Cavaliers, 113-96. 

Jeff Malone added 16 points 
and John Stockton collected 14 
points 14 assists for Utah. 

The Milwaukee Bucks snapped 
a five-rgame.. losing. streak at ! 
home, paced by Blue Edwards 4 : 
24 points, in a 100-86 victory over 
the Houston Rockets. 


HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR FRIDAY JANUARY 29, 1993 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righler Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Thoughts that prevail today are 
best utilised in future and need not 
necessarily be acted at this time. If 
you need dependable advice of 
financial assistance, plot your 
course tonight. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Whatever your cask whether at 
home, on the road, at shops or 
places of business, in sales- 
manship. etc you need to have a 
more perfected plan for doing. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
The talent you are most anxious to 
express or do better is the one in 
which you should spend your time 
so get it in condition to use openly. 
GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Certainly you need to use more 
thought about your dwelling and 
just how you can do without ado to 
lighten and improve conditions at 
your home. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) It's important that you use 
care on the highway and in motion 
in anyway or you could find it to be 
very costly in mare ways that one 
now. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) All 
sorts of little details of property 
and money matters are apt to 
confront you now but don’t lei 
them get you down but handle 
them efficiently. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) You are disgruntled today and 
are apt to lash out in directions that 


have nothing to do with the cause 
of your discontentment so think, 
be silent. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) Consider well the various tasks 
awaiting your attention and utilize 
this day to your advantge by get- 
ting them in back of you by your 
own operative ability. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Some friend or acquaint- 
ance who is very discriminating 
and particular can see the flaws in a 
plan you have to gain your hopes 
so Listen with care. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
to December 21) Take no chances 
whatever where your reputation or 
any vocational activities are con- 
cerned for criticism is ripe in the 
outside world today. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Trying to make a new 
course of action unfold as you wish 
can be quite difficult today so put 
your efforts in better understand- 
ing motivations. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) You feel you have more 
obligations that you can attend to 
but take the bull by the horns and 
you fmd you get them done and 
enjoy doing them. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) You want to have a dawn to 
earth and serious conversation 
with an important partner but the 
time is not quite ripe so maintain 
a light-hearted stance. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
A TANNAH HIRSCH 

4 1992 riOun* Mail Semoev tae 

SPOT THE LEAD 
Both vulnerable. South deals. 

NORTH 

♦ A 10 9 6 5 3 
V a 10 
.8632 

* 7 

WEST EAST 

♦ K 8 * J 7 4 2 

‘ KQJ73 : 5 
J 4 K 10 9 5 

9 J 10 9 6 *8543 

SOUTH 

.986 4 2 
A Q 7 
+ AKQ2 
The bidding: 

South West North East 

1 ”• Pass 1 * pass 

2 * Pass 3 •; pass 

4 . Dbl Pass Pass 

Pass 

Opening lead: Jock nf ' 

Youth will be served. Yuung New 
^nrk star Blair Seidler. given a re- 
prieve at the very first trick, showed 
that trumps aren't everything on 
this deal from the recent Spring 
North American Champinnships in 
Pasadena. Calif. 

North was caught in a systemic 
trap on the second round of the 
auction. Two spade* would have 
been regressive, and two diaunnn^ 


would have been fourth-suit forc- 
ing — obviously the North hand was 
not nearly strong enough for such 
action. Since a preference to two 
hearts also would have been dis- 
couraging. North gambled on an in- 
vitational jump preference to three 
hearts despite being a little short in 
the trump department. 

After a diamond lead. West soon 
learned it does not always pay to 
double on length and strength in 
trumps. Declarer won the first trick 
with the queen and cashed three 
rounds of clubs for two diamond 
discards. The queen of spades went 
to the Hce, a spade was ruffed and 
the last club was ruffed with the ten. 
Ace of diamonds and another fnrred 
West m ruff and dummy overrufTed 
with the oce. When declarer next 
ruffed a spade with the eight. West 
could over ruff, bui at the end was 
forced to concede the fulfilling trick 
to declarer's nine of trumps. 

West could have defeated the 
contract with a different opening 
lead- Can you spot it? 

Not just a trump, but a low heart. 
Dummy can win with the ten. but 
declarer must either concede three 
trump tricks and a dub or four 
trump tricks. Try it 


HOROSCOPE 


-FORECAST FOR THURSDAY JANUARY 28, 1993 

By TTiomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 

some restriction can make it even 
more difficult to bear so accept. if 
and tonight do what you person a8y 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: If 
there's passion or anger around an 

■ issue with a loved one or family 
member, h could come up today. 
Unresolved past errs could surface 
in hostile circumstances unless dis- 
cretion in word and deed is used. 
Simple cuisine best in p.m. 

• ABIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
i Pause before you commit yourself 
\ to some outlet with appeals to you 

■ in idea but that you do not yet 1 
; know enough about to take it on at 
'this time. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
You need to be careful not to get 
into an argument at home over 
something that has not much to do 
’with family life but tonight enjoy 
longtime outside pleasures. 
GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Getting into a confrontation with 
an outsider who knows it all helps 
no one so just keep silent and 
; tonight you can have a happy time 
<at home. 

'MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Steer dear of arguments 
.and discussions over financial or 
business matters during the day- 


enjoy most. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) Avoid the social whirl during 
the day and put efforts into quietly 
making your personal dreams 
come true, tonight plan for| ex- 
pressing new ambitions. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Outside interest can prove 
a snare and a delusion during the 
day while tonight you see just bow 
you can make your personal wishes 
become yours. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
to December 21) Stick to courses 
of action already put in motion 
though pressured to be off to hew 
places, experiences and tonight en- 
joy yourself out on the town. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Your attachment does 
not seem to see eye to eye with. you 
in a matter of importance tojyou 
but bold your tongue, tonight new 
views can exist. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) You find an associate in a 


time and tonight get out with con- , slrangc mood during the day so 
denial cnmran££. j : 


genial coinn 
LEO: (July 22 to August 21) What- 
ever you have that requires person- 
al concentration on it during the 
,day can bring you the progress you 
desire, tonight get your financial 
affairs in order. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
ingto Brea 


22) Trying 


ircak out from under 


don't try to make joint condition; 
better but tonight your attachment 
brings happiness. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
201 You don't tike your environ- 
ment or some phases of it but there 
is nothing to do about it for the 
moment, Ionian arrange future 
tasks with associates. 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 



‘If we improve our marriage a. tiny 
bit every day we’ll be totally 
happy by August 20631" 


I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
1 9 by Henri Arnold 


Unscramble these lour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


[H 

IERBT 


n 

□ 

rn 



KIMPS 


LL_ 

f > 


DEYMEL 

d 


n 


DOULCY 


TIT 

□ 

□ 



PEOPLE WITH 
COMPLAINT© OF 
LON6 &TANl?\bl&. 


Print answer here 


Yesterday's 


Now arrange the Girded letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug-. 
gested by the above cartoon. 

(Answers tomorrow? 
DAMASK FEDORA 


Jumbles: MOTIF TANGY 

Answer A stepping stone to some gvts happiness— 
A DIAMOND 


THE Daily Crossword by Hugh M. 


Cleveland 


ACROSS 
1 PWHppfne island 
5 Accepted 
practice 

10 ■ — . vkS. vtd" 

14 Unrestricted 

15 V-shaped work 

16 Ptg — 

17 Periods 

20 Surprises 

21 Swine song 

22 Clear tables 

23 Heavy knife 

25 From one end to 
the other 
28 Beirut's land 

32 Hostage site 

33 Vary funny act 
34'Dfetress cal 
36 Periods 

40 Fruit drink 

41 City on the 
Rhone 

42 Part ofnJ>. 

43 Vatendas. e.g. 
45 Beard 

47 Feel want tor 

48 Thrash 

48 Shftemg and 
fever 
51 Clasp 
56 Choice or 
periods 

53 Mah-jongg piece 

60 Mountain near 

61 Lendl at terms 
flaXMeot 
63'ABowances tor 

waste 

54 Give up. as 
territory 

DOWN 

1 Torpor 

2 Certain poetry 
SProeftvfty 

4 BlbOcal 

preposition • 

5 Planet 

6 Snips 

7 Does sums 

8 Krypton 

8 Chemical suffix 

10 Phantom 

11 inland . 

12 Recess 

13 Lodging 



01982 Unborn lliao aontcas, Inc 
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ingMiR««*o(j 

18 Wheel parts 

19 Aieviation of 


23 Caisson disease 

24 Sashes 

25 Verd opera 

26 ReSgtous Defter 

27 tody participant 

28 "Put — happy 
face" 

29 Prescribed 
courses 

30 Certain Aryan 

31 Nary a 

33 Pointed siatcas 
35 Snicker — 

37 Boone 
33 Work units 
39 Lawyers' op. 

44 Charm 
4&£8ts 

46 Aware 

48 Not spoken 

49 Samoan 
seaport 

50 Sets 

51 Course cry . 


Yumfiaf % Prate SahMd: 


muumn nnnra raunn 
nnnran Hnnn nnnn 
□□QCin nmnn nnnn 
nnnnnnnRnn ~nnn 
nnmr ,nnn- - nsonn 
BraraRHt3:- Gsnnn 
Grarunn -nGn!r™nfi]G 
rannnn ronnn 
^GonocjriRfi riRsoci 
GHiTiRG nnnnnn 
ranann. ibgg 
nnnQ ^nnnnrannnu 
Grk^iv onmo Brinnc 
Bonn nnDR- robtoli 
nranrr ronnn ooodd 


52 Clapton 

53 Church port 

54 MUd oath . 

55 Lacoste 


56 Canonized one: 
• abbr. 

. 57 Corrode . 

58 Each 


■HL4* 
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Financial Jordan* Tims 

MpMtoH with 

Cairo Amman Bank 

IU5. Dofbr in httamirtteaal Mulrntj. 



Eanpean Camay |UI 


1.7576 




JWGte 

1 3.70 

.030 



Corrcacy 


Lebanese Lira* 


Saadi Riyaf 


Qatari Rty*l 


Egyptian Found 


Riyai 


UAE 


Creek Drachma* 


Cypriot Found 


1.1960 


0.03SS 


1.5070 


0.0405 


0.1*34 


2.2300 


0. 1950 


1.7470 


2.2900 


0.1572 


0.2150 


1.7610 


0.7572 




LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rales for 
leading world currencies and gold against the doHar at mkbesriou 
on the London Foreign Exchange and bullion markets Wednes- 
day. 

One U.S. dollar 1.2693/98 Canadian dottar 


One sterling 1.5200/10 

One ounce of gold $3g0. 75/331. 25 


1.2693/98 

Canadian dofbr 

1.5810/20 

Deutscfacmarks 

1.7790/800 

Dutch guilders 

1.4592/602 

Swiss francs 

32.50/54 

Belgian francs 

5.35 10/60 

French francs 

1460/1465 

Italian tire 

124.00/05 

Japanese yen 

7.0900/1000 

Swedish crowns 

6.7100/200 

Norwegian crowns 

6.0800/900 

Danish crowns 

1.5200/10 




Kevin Costner and Whitney Houston 


BODYGUARD 

Shotas: 17.30. 3:15. fcOD. 830. 1030 

Free Car Parking 


Tuesday Januaiy 5th marks the opening 
of the new tfieatre season presenting: 

Pamliw<»ili«n 

Daily at 8:30 p.m. 

Tickets office open afl day 


stable diamond 
demand in 1 993 


LONDON (R) — Global de- 
mand for diamonds is shifting to 
Asia and should help to stabilise 
retail sales in 1993 at last year's 
depressed levels, diamond pro- 
ducer De. Beer’s Central Selling 
Organisation (CSO) says. 

CSO Deputy Chairman Alex 
Barbour gave the outlook in an 
interview with die Israeli di- 
amond trade magazine Mazal 
ITBracha released by De Beers 
in London. 

The forecast that Russian di- 
amond production will drop 25 
per cent this year, with posable 
shortages even of some types of 
polished diamonds. 

“We, at the moment, can’t see 
any reason for our (diamond) 
sates to drop any further,” be was 
quoted as saying in the article 
which was being published 
Wednesday. 

The CSO is the diamond mar- 
keting ana of De Beers Centenary 
A.G., part of South Africa’s 
powerful Oppenheimer family 
empire, and sells around 80 per 
cent of the world's diamond pro- 
duction. 

“Worldwide, retail sates win 
not be all that dfflerest, (in 
1993). Wha: we’re seeing is dome 
juggling in the pipeline,” Mr. 
Barbour said. 

The CSO expects an upsurge in 
demand in South East Asia, in- 
chiding Thailand and China, in 
1993. Retail sates would be lower 
in Japan, but higher in die United 
States, be added. 

As a result, Mr. Barbour indi- 
cated the CSO would be increas- 
ing its Far East advertising by 
several million dollars this year, 
including some consumer adver- 
tising in mainland China. 


AMMAN rnUNCIKb mahkbt M 
booeim HJUW cxvren MM - wbhm i v 

TELXPHOSKt 660170 / 663170 

OHCMIUD MARKET SHAKE PEIS — ~ iM WBBUDM 37/01/1993 


OOMPJUn'S HANK 


ARAB BAKE 

JORDAN NATIONAL BANE 

CAtBO ANNAN BIUIK 

BANE Or JORDAN 

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT HANK 

IKE BOOSING BANK 

JORDAN KDMAZT BANK 

ARAB JORDAN INVES TMENT BANK 

JORDAN ISLAMIC BANK 

BOB INEBB BANK 

BEIT ELMU-BAVINMUynaBNT KIN BOOSMO; 

'amoo! bane rear iNVXimeifr 
. ARAB HMKXrfd OOlMRATXnVjaRaAN • 

JORDAN XNSDRANCE 
UNITED TNSURANCB _ ' 

ARABIAN BEAS IN SURA NCE 

JORDAN PMNCH INSURANCE 

ARAB LIFE 6 ACCIDENT INSURANCE 

ARAB UNION INTERNATIONAL INSURANCE 

THE NATIONAL AHLIA INSURANCE 

JORDANIAN ELECTRIC TONER 

IRBXD DISTRICT ELECTRICITY 

VEHICLES OWNERS FEDERATION 

ARAB INTERNATIONAL BOTNLN 

JORDAN NATIONAL SHIPPING LINNS 

NATIONAL PORTFOLIO SECURITIES 

RIAL ESTATE INVESTMENT 

JORDAN GOLF REAL ESTATE INVESTMENT 

PETRA BHTRPRISES t EQUIPMENTS LEASING 

JORDAN URHRNNTiaNAL TRADING CENTER 

mCBXHUUr EQUIP, renting 6 KAINTENANCR 

JONDAH PRESS FOUNDATION / ALRA'X 

UNITED KIDDLE EAST S COMHODOHE H OTELS . 

ATTANQEEP CONST. MATERIAL HANOFACtUHINO 

THE JORDAN CNHRNT FACTOBIKS 

JORDAN PETNOLEUM REFT WARY 

WOOLEN INDUSTRIES 

THE INDUSTRIAL COMMERCIAL G AGRICULTURAL 
THE JORDAN WORSTED HILLS 
ARAB PHARMACEUTICAL MANUFACTURING 
JORDAN CERAMIC INDUSTRIES 
JORDAN DAIRY 

THE JORDAN PIPES NANO FACTORING 
JORDAN PAPER 6 CARDBOARD FACTORIES 
THE PUBLIC MINING 

ANAS CHEMICAL DETERGENTS INDUSTRIES 
SPINHTEG 6 WAVING 
RAFLA INDUSTRIES 

JORDAN CLASS INDUSTRIES 

DM AL DANA DEVELOPMENT A INVESTMENT 

MAH DIVESTMENT 6 INERMATIONAL TRADE 

AHAfi ALUMINIUM INDUSTRY 

LIVESTOCK 6 POULTRY 

GENERAL INVESTMENT 

ARAB PAPER CONVERTING A TRADING 

JORDAN MEDICAL CORPORATION 

NATIONAL S7HRL INDUSTRY 

NATIONAL INDUSTRIES 

IMT ERH B O IATN P1TRO- CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES 
JORDAN ROCKWOOL INDUSTRIES 
UNIVERSAL CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES 
JORDAN INDUSTRIES S MATCH/JINO> 

JORDAN PRECAST CONCRETE INDUSTRY 
JORDAN HOOD INDUSTRIES / JHIOO 
NATIONAL CARLE A HIRE MANUFACTURING 
JORDAN SULPBO-CHEHICALS 
ARAB CENTER FOR WARM. A CHEMICALS 
JORDAN KUWAIT CO. PGR ACRZ. A FOOD PROD. 
UNIVERSAL MODERN INDUSTRIES 


TRADING PREV. OPENING CLOSING 
VOLUME CLOSING PRICE PRICE 
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NO. or TRADED SHARES IN PARALLEL HARKE 
TRADING VOLUME IN THE PARALLEL MARKET 


FURNISHED SEMI-VILLA FOR RENT 

Consists of 2 bedrooms, salon, dining room, sitting room, 
kitchen, 2 bathrooms, 3 glassed-in balconies, with telephone, 
garden and garage and separate central heating. 

Location: On a hilt in Gardens Street 

TelJ <75945 



r Cinema 


Tel: ( 


PH 1 LADELP 

[i M 



Danny Glover — in 

FLIGHT OF THE INTRUDER 

Shows: 1130. 330. fcl5. &30. 10-JD 

THE BUGS BUNNY 


Nabtl & Hishasu Theatre 

Daily presents at 8:30 p.ni. (except Satur- 
days and Sundays). 

Extra show Thursdays at 4:30 p.m. 

“Welcome New World Order Ray/93” 

In a new form. 

Box office opens dafly for boohing and reservation. 


KLM, other European 
airlin es study links 


Earlier this month the CSO 
announced its worst annual rough 
diamond sates figures since 198/. 

The figures showed that 1992 
sales, at $3.42 billion, had fallen 
13 per cent from tire previous, 
year’s $3.93 UUboh. 

* On the supply side, Mr. Bar- 
bour also unveiled CSO estimates 
for Russian production in 1993 
for the first time. 

“At die moment th ere b less 
coming out of their (Russian) 
mines — about 25 percent less in 
the actual delivered production 
this year,” Mr. Baftnur said. 
“We don’t get the official figures 
of course. But, acco r din g to our 
information that figure seems 
reasonable.** 

Despite all the problems in the 
Russian diamond industry be saw 
no changes to the ament supply 
contract between new marketing 
venture diamonds of Russia- 
Sakha and. the CSO. 

Last year’s operations to stabil- 
ise the market in the fame of a 
worldwide glut of tfiamouds bad 
not badly affected the CSO’s own 
financial position, be added. 

M We have extremely large faci- 
lities that we can draw on today, 
and a tremendously strong ba- 
lance sheet which shows assets in 
investments outside the dtemond 
industry of approximately $5 M- 
tion,” be said. 

Mr. Barbour said there was an 
truth to suggestions the CSO may 
need to borrow from 
Luxembourg-based mi tri n g group 
Minorco S.A., jointly conuotted 
by De Beers and tbe Oppcoheim- 
ers* Anglo-American Crop, of 
South Africa, to support dimuoad 
buying. 


AMSTERDAM (R) — Dutch 
flag carrier KLM said Wednesday 
it had held informal talks with 
Swissair, SAS and Austrian Air- 
lines and the four European car- 
riers wore investigating a possible 
strategic link. 

“KLM, SAS, Swissair and Au- 
strian Airlines decided Wednes- 
day after some informal contacts 
to investigate the possibility of 
official neg o tiations coming to a 
form of strategic cooperation be- 
tween die companies," KLM 
Royal Dutch Airlines N.V. said 
in a statement. 

Negotiations between KLM 
and British Airways PLC, aimed 
at creating a global airline struc- 
tured along tbe lines of Angolo- 
Dutch muftinatioaals like Unilev- 
er and Royal Dutch/Shell, broke 
down last February. 

At the tune KLM, reporting 
that tbe two atrimes were dmded 


over bow much each company 
was worth, said it would take a 
break before actively investigat- 
ing new ties. 

Aviation industry analysts said 
tbe so-called European quality 
alliance of Swissair, SAS and 
Austrian Airlines would be a next 
best partner for KLM. 

A frill alliance would create a 
combine with turnover of about 
SI 1.7 billion, based on figures for 
1991, just behind leading curriers 
such as AMR Crop's American 
Airlines and United Airlines. 

KLM has often said that it 
needed a European p ai tnerri u p 
to meet its goal of raising its 
European market share to 10 per 
cent from about three per cens at 
present. 

The four airlines said there 
would be no further statements 
while cooperation was stndted. 


Gulf Air cuts 
weekend rates by 50% 


MANAMA, Bahrain (Affncies) 
— Gulf Air announced Tuesday 
it was catting weekend rates by 50 
per cent to foster regional tour- 
ism and to help promote social 
ties in the Gulf. 

The airline is owned by 
Bahrain, Qatar, Oman and tbe 
emirate of Abu Dhabi. 

Salem Bin AH A1 Siabi, the 
airline’s executive president, said 
in a statement that the reduced 
economy-class fares will become 
effective Feb. 1. 

The cuts are valid only for 
round-trip tickets for Wednes- 
days, Thursdays and Fridays, tbe 
announcement said. 

The Muslim holy day is Friday, 
and most workers are off Thure- 
days. 

The initiative was (fate to Gulf 
Air's "keenness to support the 
efforts of the member govern- 
ments to develop domestic tour- 
ism,” tbe statement said. 


It added that the lower fores 
also would "give a chance to its 
sons and residents to know the 
civilisation and cotturc of each 
place, strengthen the bonds of 
brotherhood and frieacMrip, and 
develop social links among the 
Gulf families.” 

There are expatriate communi- 
ties around tbe Gulf, but only 
nationals can travel freely among 
Golf cou n tries without meeting 
strict entry and exit require- 
ments. 

Gulf Air is expected to post a 
net profit of around 17 ndtion 
dinars ($45 million) in 1992, an 
airline official said Wednesday. 

Gulf Air had a record net profit 
of 18 million dinars (S47.7 mil- 
lion) in 1991. 

. Mr. A1 Siabi said in August last 
year the company would spend 
$500 million on six Airbus A-340s 
for delivery in 1994 and was 
taking opticas on another six 
A-340S. 


Japan’s NEC bows out of 
slumping VCR business 


TOKYO (R) — Etectrooics firm 

NEC said Tuesday it had stopped 
maki ng video cassette recorders 
(VCRS), die first Japanese firm 
to abandon the product. 

“The audio-visual business is 
terrible now and with all the 
competition around we can t 

make a profit in VCRS," said — — — t -—— , 

Hideaki Ajima, a spokesman for We ** restmetunn^ and wan 
NEC Home Electronics, die coo- to get nd of unprofitable areas, 
sinner arm of NEC Chip- *** *1““ 


Azerbaijan to boost 
its caviar production 

MOSCOW (R) — The former Soviet republic of Azerbaijan plans a 
huff increase in black caviar production tins year, ITAR-TASS news 
agency said. 

It quoted the chief of the state company-Azerbalyk, in charge of 
caviar production, as saying the planned output for 1993 was 100 
tonnes, compared to a nroch smaller annual tonnage for the last 50 

years. . „ . 

Hafiz Gadzhiyev gave no precise figures for past production. 
Interfax News Agency put last year’s caviar production in 
Azerbaijan at 34 tonnes. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Fully furnished, 4 bedrooms, ground floor apartment 
Scandinavian furniture, Jwico built-in kitchen, 400m 2 


: Swedish 


Tel. 826627 


SEMI-VILLA TO LET IN WESTERN AMMAN 
Furnished, consists of 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, 2 
glassed verandas, with telephone line, centrally heated. 
Location: Jordan University Housing area. 

For more Information, cell Sawsan. 
tel.: 642021 from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 pjn M 
tel. 665505, from 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 pjn. 


FOR RENT 

Furnished or unfurnished villa. 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, 
spacious Jiving area, makfroom, 2 terraces, with garage, 
garden and C.H. Completely private with distinguished 
location at the University Housing area. 

Please call: >44 88 8 


FOR SEAFOOD LOVERS 

AL-RABIA SUPERMARKET 

has the pleasure to inform you it is opening a new section 
for rraih Fish, directly from the sea. Different kinds of 
fish + shrimps (Jambo) + lobster + fillet, 
fir Very reasonable prices — we promise you. 

Tfir Excellent quality — you will get free cleaning services. 
☆ Special offers for embassies, restaurants and hotels. 
Al Rabia Supermarket — 7th Clrcla, behind 
Remade Hotel — Al Petra Commercial Centra. 
Fax - Telephone (810147) 


UAE 
sloughs off 
Gulf war 
slump 

ABU DHABI (R) — The United 
Arab Emirates (UAE), recover- 
mg from tbe Gulf war, has re- 
ported gross domestic product 
(GDP) rose to 128 billion 
dhfaams ($34.9 billion) for 1992, a 
report has said. 

Tbe planning ministry annual 
report estimates that GDP grew 
at an annual rate of 2.2 per cent. 
It said tbe estimate was annual- 
ised on tbe basis of half-year 
results. 

GDP in 1991, tbe year of the 
Gulf war, slipped less than one 
per cent to 125.2 billion dirhams 
($34.1 billion). 

Officials in the oil-rich Gulf 
state say growth in the non-oil 
sector and a trade surplus last 
year are proof it has weathered 
the effects of the Gulf war in 
1991. 

“All signals indicate the eco- 
nomy is not in a recession. Look 
at government expenditure, tbe 
building and business sectors,” 
ministry of planning economist 
Riban rayez told Reuters. 

Tbe UAE registered a trade 
surplus in 1992 with exports of 
80.4 billion dirhams ($21.9 bil- 
lion) from the UAE’s seven emi- 
rates exceeding imports of €0.2 
biDkm dirhams (16.4 billion). 

"(It) was a year of economic 
prosperity,’* UAE Planning 
Minister Humaid Bin Ahmad Al 
Mua&a said last week. 

Sheikh Humaid projected that 
GDP as much as 4.8 per cent in 
the full year, but even then it 
would lag behind inflation. 

GDP figures in the annual re- 
pent are in current prices which 
do not take into account inflation 
whidi officials say stood at 5.5 
per cent in 1992. 

In 1991 the official inflation 
rate was 53 per cent. 

The report said tbe UAE 
population rose in 1992 to 2.01 
million from 19 million in 1991. 
About 70 per cent are foreigners. 


Egypt gets 
$130 m 
tourism 
loan 

CAIRO (R) — Egypt received a 
$130 million loan from the World 
Bank Tuesday to develop its tour- 
ist industry, reeling from can- 
cellations after militants attacked 
foreigners. 

The 20-year loan will be used 
to develop resorts on the Red Sea 
coast and upgrade navigation, 
security and rescue systems for 
NDe cruise boats. 

At an official signing ceremony 
attended by World Bank Vtee 
President Caio Koch-Weser and 
Tourism Minister Fouad Sultan, 
there was no mention of the 
attacks by Islamic fundamental- 
ists. 

But travel agents reported up 
to 40 per cnet cancellations by 
December, the peak season, after 
attacks including one in October 
in which a British woman was 
shot dead in upper Egypt. 
t Tbe militants have said they 
will keep up the attacks to scare 
away foreigners as part of a 
campaign to transform Egypt into 
an Islamic state. 

‘To be frank, the attacks have 
been exaggerated." Minister of 
State for International Coopera- 
tion Maurice Makramallah told 
Reuters after the ceremony. 
"What has happened here can 
happen anywhere... we have 
taken all the necessary security 
measures.” 

Egypt earned approximately $3 
billion last year from an esti- 
mated three million tourists, most 
of them were concentrated in 
Cairo and sites along the Nile. 

Mr. Fouad said he hoped the 
money, which the government 
will re loan to private developers, 
would help open new areas. 

World Bank officials said the 
loan, approved in December, has 
a five-year grace period and car- 
ries a variable interest rate half a 
per cent higher than the rate the 
bank pays to borrow money — 
about 7.4 per cent currently. 


Japanese arms made 7.16 mo- 
tion VCRS in 1968 but only 3.9 
mti&n in the first 11 months of 
1992. 

NEC home electronics is now 
buying video reconters from 
Sanyo and sticking the NEClabd 
on them to continue supplies to 
its chain of retail stores. 

“We’re restructuring and want 
to get rid of unprofitable areas,” 
Mr. Ajima said. 


United Technologies 
announces $333 m loss, 
plans to cut 10,000 jobs 


HARTFORD, Connnecticut 
(AP) — United Technologies 
Corp. (UTC) reported a 1333 mil- 
lion fourth-quarter loss Tuesday 
and said it will eliminate more 
than 10,500 jobs at its Pratt and 
Whitney subsidiary. 

In a tetter to Pratt and Whitney 
employees, the jet engine- 
maker’s president. Kart Krapek. 
said tbe divirion lost about $500 
million in 1992 and would lupre to 
speed up its previously 
announced restructuring. 

He said Pratt and Whitney now 
plans to reduce its overall staffing 
from 40 ,664 workers at the end of 
1992 to no more than 30,000 by 
the end of 1994. Of the more than 
10,000 jobs being cut, he said 
6,700 would be in Connecticut 
and 1,500 in Florida. 

"This action is being taken in 
response to the deepening reces- 
sion in tbe aviation industry and 
strong competitive pressures.” 
Krapek said in tbe letter. "Our 
goal is to make ourselves 
recession-proof.” 

Tbe fourth-quarter deficit post- 
ed by United Technologies trans- 
lates to a per-share loss of $2.77 
and was narrower than the loss of 
$1.25 billion, or $1033 per share, 
Airing the fourth 1991 quarter. 

For the year. United Technolo- 
ries reported an after-tax loss of 
$287 million, or $2.67 per 
share, an improvement over the 
loss of $1.02 billion, or $10.33 per 
share, reported in 1991 when tbe 


company took restructuring and 
environmental charges of $133 
tuition. 

The company blamed the latest 
quarterly loss largely on the con- 
tinued slump of its power systems 
segment — which includes Pratt 
and Whitney. T 

“We continue to see unpre 
cedented turmoil and financial 
losses in the commercial airline 
industry,” said Robert Danielt, 
UTCs chairman and chief execu- 
tive officer. 

“However, recent manage- 
ment changes at Pratt and Whit- 
ney and intensified actions to 
improve Pratt's competitiveness 
in commercial aircraft engine 
markets reinforce our confidence 
that UTC will achieve its per- 
formance objectives in the years 
ahead,” Mr. Daniell said. 

The power system segment 
took a one-time charge of $701 
million in the fourth quarter, 
including $447 million to cover 
credit and other exposures re- 
lated to the airline industry, $169 
million “for various contract mat- 
ters” and $85 million to cover the 
oosts of the additional layoffs, the 
company said. 

Besides die layoffs at Pratt and 
Whitney, UTC said its Hamilton 
Standard subsidiary will cut 700 
jobs over the next two years, 
Hamilton Standard, which makes 
space suits and other aerospace 
equipment, has cut 4,000 jobs 
since 1990. 


A THE ITALIAN EMBASSY 

EH (CULTURAL SECTION) 
vSP ANNOUNCE 

The starting of Italian language classes for foreigners 
(level 1 and 2) on Saturday. February 6th, 1993. 

45 hours, 3 times per week from 6.30 to 8.00 p.m. at the 
Terra Sancta College, Jabal Al Lwbdeih 

For information and registration please call the 
Terra Sancta College (Ph. 622366) from 5.00 to 7.00 
pjn. or the Cultural Section of the Italian Embas- 
sy (Ph. 6361 85). 


Something special 

for 

Someone special 

“Gems and birth stones 
of the world" 

In unique designs, 1 8 & 21 kt. gold. 

«£• Dajani Jewellers 
Amra Hotel 




























































































































World News 


JORDAN TIMES. THURSD AY-FRIDA Y , JANUARY 2^29, 


Serbs retake key Croatia village 


PRKOS. Croatia (R) — Serb 
irregulars recaptured a key vil- 
lage from Croatian troops 
Wednesday in a counter-attack 
on the new war front in northern 
Dalmatia. 

It was the first reverse the 
Croatians had suffered in a six- 
day blitz to seize back Serb- 
occupied land east of the Adriatic 
coast of Zadar. 

“Skabmje has fallen. Our guys 
ran away.” a soldier in Prkos told 
Reuters as troops in full combat 
gear ran down rhe road away 
from the village of Skabrnje 
which they had taken only 36 
hours before. 

There was no dear indication 
whether the counter- attack was 
part of a rumoured Serbian 
counter-offensive across the new 
front. 

Croatian forces advanced 
steadily after launching an offen- 
sive Friday into the Serb-held 
Krajina region behind a U.N. 
truce line. 

They were apparently so confi- 
dent of their hold on Skabrnje 
that it was the last scheduled stop 
on a bus tour of the battlefront 
arranged for journalists Wednes- 
day. 

But officers leading the two 
busloads suddenly began to get 
nervous in the small seaside port 
of Novigrad. a few kilometres 
northwest of Skabmje. when an 
artillery exchange grew louder 
and fiercer. 

Croatian and Serb forces were 
pounding each other with heavy 
artillery, tanks and rockets in a 
fierce barrage which soldiers said 
came from the south. 

Incoming Serbs fire slammed 
into advanced Croatian positions 
out of sight of Novigrad and 
outgoing Croatian shells 
screamed over the head of repor- 
ters at a distance which the sol- 
diers said was about two 
kilometres behind the front line. 

Croatian military command be- 
gan the day in an upbeat mood, 
arranging the most sweeping 





A Croatian soldier posted at aa observation pood atop a roof in the 
village of Crno points toward the new front-fine with Serbian forces 
(AFP photo) 


E lided tour yet of the battlefield 
land from the port of Zadar for 


inland from the port of Zadar for 
journalists made impatient by 
tight control of front information. 

They toured villages and ham- 
lets recently retaken from Serb 
forces and chatted with relaxed 
and laughing Croatian troops. 

But close to Prkos, nine 


kilometres west of Skabmje, re- 
porters dived for cover when a 
shell whined loudly overhead. 

A few hundred metres down 
the road at Prkos, soldiers in 
battle gear ran into the road 
waving their arms to stop the 
buses which were swiftly turned 
around and driven to safety. 

There was no immediate con- 
firmation from the Croatian milit- 
ary command that Skabmje had 
fallen. 

France has put eight fighter- 
bombers and four air-defence in- 
terceptors on alert in Corsica as a 
measure to protect French U.N. 
peacekeeping forces in former 
Yugoslavia, an armed forces 
spokesman said Wednesday. 

The Jaguar fighter-bombers 
and Mirage 2000 interceptors 
were sent to the Sofenzara base in 
Corsica pending the anival of a 
naval task force, led by the air- 
craft carrier Gemenceau, in the 
Adriatic this weekend, be said. 

The spokesman said the bom- 
bers had been moved from main- 
land France “in case we have to 
protect our soldiers on the 
ground." 

He said an earlier statement by 
an air force spokesman that the 
planes might be used to enforce a 
U.N. no-fly zone over Bosnia was 
erroneous. 

Defence officials played down 
media reports that French U.N. 
peacekeepers were trapped in the 


Russians feel democracy slipping 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Russia 
is on “a slide toward authoritar- 
ianism" with people losing faith 
in democracy and a free market 
economy, according to a U.S. 
organisation's opinion survey of 
Russians. 

The survey, released Tuesday, 
found "a growing disillusionment 
with the Russian parliament, de- 
clining interest in ’.Ktlitics and no 
signs that the people feci increased 
political empowerment in post 
Soviet Russia." said the Times 
Mirror Centre for (he People and 
the Press. 

The Times Minor poll found 
that by a margin of 51 per cent to 
31 per cent "Russians say they 
now favour a strong leader, 
rather than a democratic form of 
government," the organisation 
reported. 

But it also found that President 
Boris Yeltsin has a 54 per cent 
job approval rating, and that the 


people favouring a return to auto- 
cratic leadership have no one 
particularly in mind. 

A Times Mirror survey in Rus- 
sia 17 months ago reported 51 per 
cent favoured a democratic solu- 
tin and 39 per cent wanted a 
strong hand. 

“The slide toward authoritar- 
ianism, in a nuclear-armed nation 
that remains potentially die most 
dangerous to the United States, is 
manifested in a number of ways 
in the survey and in a series of 
focus groups." said the report 
titled “the Russians rethink 
democracy.” 

In addition to statistical find- 
ings, the report also included 
quotes from the focus group in- 
terviews. 

"The word ‘democracy' has 
almost become a curse word.” 
said a member of the St Peters- 
burg City Council, responding to 
the survey. 


Meanwhile a Moscow court 
official said Tuesday 12 officials 
accused of trying to overthrow 
the Soviet government in 1991 
will stand trial in April capping 
more than a year of investigation, 
manoeuvring and recrimination. 

The trial is sure to be aa 
historic event that could shed 
light on questions about the failed 
coup, including allegations that 
then-President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev had known about the plan 
beforehand. 

Mr. Gorbachev, who has de- 
nied advance knowledge of the 
failed putsch, will be among ab- 
out 120 people called to testify, 
deputy chairman of the court's 
military collegium, Anatoly Uko- 
lov, told the Interfax and ITAR- 
TASS news agencies. 

President Yeltsin, who led 
opposition to the coup, is not 
expected to testify. Mr. Ukolov 
said. 
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Mr. Kinkel said rebel Serbs 
who control a third of Croatia 
had obstructed a peace plan by 
United Nations envoy Cyrus 
Vance under which they should 
have been disarmed and allowed 
Croat refugees to return home 


Havel elected 
1st Czech 


Republic 

president 


pending a final political solution. 
‘‘Nevertheless there is no justi- 


fighting in the Serb-held Krajina 
region of eastern Croatia, where 
two French soldiers were killed 
Monday. 

Defence Minister Pierre Joxe 
will see off the 27,000-tonne 
Gemenceau and its support ships 
from the Mediterranean port of 
Toulon Thursday on a mission to 
protect French forces in Croatia, 
his office said. 


The ship will carry 30 planes 
and 15 helicopters. 

Military experts believe that 
the imminent arrival in the Adria- 
tic of the Gemenceau and Bri- 
tain’s Ark Royal aircraft carrier 
could mean that Western nations 
are preparing to pull oht their 
troops from former Yugoslavia. 

Germany warned Croatia 
Wednesday to stop immediately 
its offensive against the Serb-held 
Krajina enclave or face the same 
international condemnation as 
Serbia. 


Foreign Minister Klaus Kinkel 
said in a statement he had written 
to Croatia's President Franjo 
Tudjman to protest against the 
offensive, which has shattered a 
year-long truce in Croatia. 
“Croatia has opened itself up to 
the charge it is jeopardising the 
Geneva peace conference on 
Yugoslavia and a political way 
out of the conflict, precisely when 
progress seems possible,” he 
said. 


fication for using military force,” 
he said. 

Meanwhile Bosnian Croat 
forces said ferocious fighting with 
Muslims erupted in central Bos- 
nia Wednesday and they accused 
their estranged civil war allies of 
launching a full-blown offensive 
against them. 

Artillery, mortar and infantry 
battles raged around the west- 
central town of Busovaca after 
Croat forces blocked roads to 
intercept arms supplies for Mus- 
lim troops. 

Officials of the U.N. High 
Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) said Muslim-Croat 
hostilities had blocked a road 
corridor between the Adriatic 
coast and central Bosnia plied by 
UNHCR convoys to reach 1.6 
million war-stricken civilians. 

Serb insurgents who have 
seized 70 per cent of Bosnia in 
opposition to its March 1992 
secession from Yugoslavia also 
resumed their relentless bom- 
bardment of the capital Sarajevo 
Wednesday despite ongoing 
Geneva peace talks. 

Three people were reported 
killed when a mortar bomb ex- 
ploded near U.N. Headquarters 
in Sarajevo and residents fled to 
bomb shelters in some of the 
worst shelling for weeks. 

Veso Vegar, spokesman for the 
Croatian Defence Council 
(HVO). Bosnian Croats' militia 
army, said the Busovaca fighting 
marked “the biggest crisis be- 
tween Muslims and Croats ever.” 

He said “Muslim extremist 
forces” advancing southwest 
from Zenica and Lasva were 
blasting Croat positions with 
artillery, howitzers, mortars, 
multiple rocket launchers and 
small arms. 

fn Geneva, Bosnia’s Muslim- 
led government threatened 
Wednesday to quit long-running 
Geneva peace talks, accusing its 
Serb foes of shipping in new 
heavy weapons and stepping op 
attacks against Muslim civilians. 


PRAGUE, Czech Republic 
(Agencies) — Vaclav Havel, who 
helped Czechoslovakia break free 
of communism but as president 
couldn't stop it from splitting in 
two, has been elected president 
of the new Czech Republic Tues- 
day. 

A playwright who led the 1989 
"velvet revolution,” Mr. Hovel 
was Czechoslovakia's first post- 
Co nununist president and re- 
mains the best-known Czech 
politician at borne and abroad. 

Even many of his opponents 
said they could imagine no one 
else as the new republic's first 
president. 

He easily defeated his only two 
opponents, winning 109 votes in 
the 200-member parliament as 
the nominee of the four-party 
governing coalition of Premier 
Vaclav Klaus. Marie Stitxnova of 



Camilla tight-lipped 
about royal love tape' 



Hderty women enthusiastically dap bands during a rally in rapport of 
former CaecfaoBtovakian President Vaclav Havel who was elected 
president of the newly independent Czech Republic (AFP photo) 


the Communist Party received 49 
votes, and Miroslav Sladek of the 
extreme-right Republicans had 
only 14. 

He will be inaugurated next 
Tuesday for a five-year term. 

“1 thank the parliament for the 
confidence it has expressed in me 
by electing me die first president 
of die Czech Republic,” Mr. 
Havel, 56, said after the vote. 

Later, he told reporters that be 
was “more experienced and Wis- 
er,” than when be first served. 

In Bratislava, Slovakia's parlia- 


ment failed Wednesday for a 
second day to elect a new presi- 
dent iu a further blow to Prime 
Minister Vladimir Medar. 

The assembly is dominated by 
Mr. Medar’s Movement For a 
Democratic Slovakia (HZDS) 
which had nominated Vice- 
Premier Roman Kovac as the first 
jnesident of independent Slova- 

But he failed Ttiesday and 
again Wednesday to get the re- 
quired three-fifths majority of 
votes. 

Neither Mr. Kovac, a 52-year- 
old physician, nor Milan Ftacnik, 
36, a mathematician proposed by 
the former Communists, the Par- 
ty of the Democratic Left (SDL), 
received the necessary 90 votes to 
be elected. . 

Of deputies .present Wednes- 
day in the 150-strong parliament, 
Mr. Kovac got 78 votes and Mr. 
Fracmk 31. Thirty deputies ab- 


Pretoria seeks to end row with Inkatha 


CAPETOWN (R) — South Afri- 
ca's chief government negotiator 
met leaders of the Zulu-baaed 
Inkatha Freedom Party (IFF) 
Wednesday to try and patch ap 
relations after a row in which tire 
two sides traded charges of rac- 
ism and incompetence. 

Government and IFP sources 
said both sides were anxious hi 


m nine months, ended abruptly 
after an exchange of notes in 
which Inkatha called the govern- 
ment sellouts and Meyer dismis- 
sed Inkatfaa's views as “banal 
nonsense” drafted by political in- 
competents. 


talks between government nego- 
tiator Roelf Meyer and the In- 


katha delegation led by patty 
Chairman Frank Mdlalose to heal 


Chairman Frank Mdlalose to heal 
tile rift that scuttled a two-day 
meeting last week. 

Last week's meeting, their first 


IFP leader Chief Mangosuthu 
Buthelezi later accused the gov- 
ernment of racism. He said the 
cabinet saw him as a “kaffir,” a 
pejorative term for blades, un- 
able to formulate his own opin- 
ions. 


Wednesday's meeting started a 
day after the conclusion of four- 


day talks between the govern- 
ment and Inkatha's dim rival. 
Nelson Mandela's African 
National Congress (ANC). 

Chief Buthelezi has repeatedly 
accused the government of trying 
to strike a private deal on politic- 
al power-sharing with the ANC. 
the biggest and oldest opposition 
movement. 

A source at the talks with tire 
ANC said there was “progress 
rather than a deal” Tuesday on 
the resumption of multi-party 
negotiations and terms for a tran- 
sition from white rule to demo? 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


Pickering becomes ambassador to Russia 


WASHINGTON (R) — President Bill Clinton has nominated 
career diplomat Thomas Pickering, credited with an exemplary 
pe dormancy as US. ambassador to the United Nations during the 
Gulf war, as bis ambassador to Russia. The decision represents a 
comeback of sorts for Mr. Pickering, who was pulled out of the 
U.N. position last year by then-secretary of 5:-.:* Baker. 
Clinton spokesman George Stephanop.-j. . fixing the 
announcement at his daily news briefing, said Mr. Clinton met 
Mr. Pickering in Little Rock, Arkansas, last month and was 
“deeply impressed by hu knowledge and wisdom.” He said Mr. 
Pickering, 61, currently the U.S. ambassador to India, has 
"distinguished himself in a number of challenging assignments. 
As U.S. ambassador to the United Nations, Mr. Pickering led tire 
diplomatic effort to achieve Security Council solidarity in opposi- 
tion to Iraq’s illegal occupation of Kuwait,” Mr. Stephan opoulos 
said. 


has resigned and was succeeded by his deputy, ITAR-TASS news 
agency said. Azeri President Abulfaz Ekhibey issued a decree 
replacing Mr. Guseinov with First Deputy Prime Minister Ali 
Masunov, the 40-year-old head of tire State Economics and 
Planning Committee. TASS quoted the decree as saying Mr. 
Guseinov had offered to resign but gave no details. Officials ra the 
former Soviet republic could not be contacted to co n fi r m the 
report. It seemed likely that Mr. Guseinov, one of tire team who 
took power after the Azeri Popular Front deposed former 
President Ayaz Mutahbov last May, could have been a victim of 
internal politics. The Popular Front consistently pressed for full 
independence from Russia and rest of the Commonwealth of 
Independent States, which Azerbaijan formally left in October. 
Mr. Guseinov told a local newspaper last week be would rebuild 
links with Russia and this may have helped assure his downfall. 


Russia seeks quick START-II approval 


Clinton, Kravchuk discuss nuclear arms 


WASHINGTON (AP) — President Bill Clinton spoke with 
Ukrainian President Leonid Kravchuk Tuesday about eliminating 
nuclear weapons installed in his country when it was part of the 
Soviet Union. “President Clinton felt it was important to touch 
base with President Kravchuk,” White House Press Secretary 
Dee Dee Myers said. “In particular, they talked about developing 
close U.S. -Ukrainian relationships.” Mr. Clinton spoke Saturday 
with Rusaan President Boris Yeltsin. Ms. Myers said Mr. G inton 


told Mr. Kravchuk he hoped Ukraine would ratify START I and 
other non-proliferation treaties as soon as posable. The news 


MOSCOW (R) — Russian officials said the would press for quick 
ratification of the START-II treaty, aimed at slashing Rusaan 
and U.S. nuclear arsenals, and expressed confidence parliament 
would approve it Deputy Foreign Minister Grigory Berdennikov 
fold a parliamentary commission that the Strategic Arms Reduc- 
tion Treaty (START-II) would be presented for ratification “in 
the nearest future.” Foreign Minister Andrei Kozyrev told 
reporters he believed the pact, signed earlier this month by 
Russian President Boris Yeltsin and outgoing U.S. President 
George Bosh, would pass safely through partiament. 


agency ITAR-TASS said the conversation focused on the 
Ukrainian parliament’s debate on ratification of the START I 


S. African school plan ‘depends on growth* 


treaty signed in 1991 by then-Presidents George Bush and Mikhail 
Gorbachev. 


‘Clinton to end military ban on gays’ 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The White House asserted the right to 
revoke the ban on homosexuals in the military without the 
consent of Congress. Some Republican lawmakers explored bow 
to force a vote, but the Senate's top Democrat predicted “it wiU 
all be worked out.” President Bill Clin ton will act swiftly to end 
tire 50-year-old prohibition, spokesman George Stephanopoulos 
said Tuesday. “The president has the power to move forward on 
ending discrimination against homosexuals in the military,” he 
said. “If we can avoid a legislative battle, that's all to the good,” 
Mr. Stephanopoulos said. “But the president remains committed 
to his policy.” Mr. Clinton held his first legislative strategy 
meeting with congressional leaders. Democrats and Republicans 
but participants said there was only scant disco&kra of lifting the 
military ban on homosexuals. Senate majority leader George 
Mitchell, D-Maione, said outside the White House that he didn't 
know how the Senate would vote on the issue if it arose. But be 
added. “I don't think it's going to come to that,” 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — A plan to end one of the roost divisive 
legacies of South African apartheid, racial inequality in educa- 
tion, depends on an economic growth rate hard to achieve without 
a political settlement, economists said Wednesday. The govern- 
ment plan to dose the yawning gap between spending on black 
and white schooling assumes long-term growth of three to four 
percent a year, compared to estimates of around 1.5 per cent for 
1993- “It seems a bit on the optimistic side, but if there is a 
political solution to our problems and we get overseas capital, I 
won’t say it is not achievable,” said Johan Louw, chief economist 
at the investment institution Sanlam. “We need a growth rate of 
at feast five per cent to make a dent in our unemployment It will 
depend on determined action to redress our shortcomings: Low 
productivity, lack of competition and the system,” be told 
Reuters. Conservative estimates put the unemployment rate in 
South Africa at 75 per cent of the economically active population. 


Thornburgh leaves U.N. post in March 


Mrs. Clinton starts work on health care 


NEW YORK (AP) — Hillary Rodham Clinton got a quids start 
Tuesday on her job beading her husband’s health care task force, 
pursuing advice from award-winning health care volunteers. She 
also wowed New York school kids, one of whom declared she was 
pretty, wonderful “and I think she’s powerful.” Mrs. Gin too 
picked up a community service award on her first trip outside 
Washington as first lady, and used the occasion to question other 
winners of the awari whose projects involve health cans for 
children. The Lewis Hine Award was for her service to children 
over the years. Mrs. Gimon said she met informally with the Hine 
health care winners to “learn more about tire programmes, why 
they’ve been singled out, get their advice about what will work/’ 
President Clinton appointed his wife, a former corporate lawyer, 
to lead the task force on one of the most important issues of ha 
presidency, saying Monday that she was “a first lady of many 
talents.” Six cabinet secretaries will work under her on the task- 
force. 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — Dick Thornburgh, the U.N. 
undersecretary-general for administration and management 
leaves bis post on March, 1, the United Nations has announced. 
Mr. Thornburgh, a former U.S. attorney general who took the 
U.N. job a year ago at request of then-president George Bush, 
decided to leave when his contract expired despite U.S. fears he 
would not be replaced by an American. He has been responsible 
for controversial reforms in cutting down the U.N. bureaucracy 
criticised for being a heavy-footed administrator and com- 
plimented for exposing pockets of corruption and favouritism. 
However, ft was improbable that Mr. Thornburgh would have 
been renewed by Secretary-General Boutros Ghali without 
running into conflicts with the Clinton administration. Spokesman 
Joe Sills told reporters “I can confirm that Mr. Thornburgh will 
be leaving on March 1.” Sources at the U.N. said the United 
States was worried that an American would not be named to fill 
bis post. 


Austria to seek EC entry 


Azerbaijan’s premier resigns 

MOSCOW (R) — Azerbaijan's Prime Minister Ragim Guseinov, 


VIENNA (R) — Austria's coalition government has agreed to 
seek European Community (EC) membership as a neutral state. 
Leaders said that neutrality conformed with the terms of the 
Maastricht Treaty on European Union. The government unara- 
mously approved a negotiating position for the start of official 
entry talks month. Chancellor Franz Vnuutzky and Foreign 
Minister Alms Mock told reporters after a cabinet meeting. 


LONDON (R) — The ckam^. 
woman at the centre of BritahiY 
royal love-tape scandal reacted .% 
for the first time to reports ttett 
she had a torrid rdationship with 
Prince Charles with a 'frosty mo; . 
comment". Camilla Packer . 

Bowles, who is keeping sudi i s' re 

low ranfile that one newsnan* r 


stained and seven cast invalid 
votes. 

The date for a new round will 
be set later. 

Both successor states have 
opted for parliamentary demo- 
cracies with relatively weak pres- 
idencies. Most of the executive 
powers rest with their premiers. 

As Czech president, Mr. Havel 
will be able to negotiate interna- 
tional treaties and exercise li- 
mited veto power over- legisla- 
tion. He also will be commander- 
in-chief of tbe military. 

Havel’s election was delayed 
for hours while a few extreme 
right-wing parliamentary - de- 
puties took advangage of the 
televised debate to accuse Mr. 
Havel of, among other things, 
having ties to the former Com- 
munist secret police. 

Mr. Havel becomes president 
of a state be hoped would never 
have to exist. 


low profile that one newsiapc* 
has offered a reward for sightings 
of her, was invited by a press 
watchdog to make a formal comf 
plaint that publication ^ tbe tape 
was an invasion of privacy: But 
the Press Complaints Commas 
sion said Mrs. Parker Bowles had 
written saying she would not even 
comment on the recording. The. 
so-called “Camillagate” tape; 
apparently the product of bugged 
telephone call, records a fair- 
ported six-minute “love chat” be- 
tween tbe heir to the British 
throne and the middle-aged 
mother of «wo in late 1989. Prince 
Charles, also invited to complain 
about the publication of the tape, 
turned down the opportunity 
Monday. For either to complain 
would have confirmed widely, 
held suspensions among tbe Brit- 


■iP 


ish public and royal -watchers iu 




the press that the tape is genuine; '"r~\ 
Without an official protest from - -J r*r . 


either party, tbe commission it v.l". 


highly unlikely to investigate 
whether the press is guilty of any 


breach of privacy. Mrs. Parker 
Bowles wrote to say that she had 
never commented on the matter : 
before and would not do so ls 
future, a spokeswoman for the 

commission said. 


Aladdin becomes 
highest-grossing 
animated film 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — Ala* 
din has become Walt Disney Pk> 
tures’ Magic Lamp, making more 
money than any other animated 
film m history. The musical too| 
in more than S7.4 million for the 
No. 1 spot at the weekend bo$ 
office and has earned $147.9 mil- 
lion so far in 11 weeks of release. 
Tile announcement was made by 
Exhibitor Relations Co. TfeoM 
record was held by Disney's 1991 
Beauty And Tbe Beast, which 
has grossed almost $145.9 m3 Hon 
to date, according to studio 
gures. The 1988 movie Who 
Framed Roger Rabbit grossed 
$154.1 mflfion, but it combined 
live action with animation. In 
addition to winning two Golden 
Globe Awards over- the weekend 
from the Hollywood - Foreign 
Press Association, Aladdin also 
received a special achievement 
award for Robin Williams’ per- 
formance as the voice of. the 
genie. 


Marquess arrested 
twice in one day 


LONDON (R) — Britain’s trou- 
bled Marquess of B landlord, hdr 
to the nOO-milKon ($153 mOfiont 
Blenheim estate, was arrested 
and cleared on contempt charges 
only to be rearrested in connec- 
tion with an assault Police seized 
tbe 37-year-old son of the Dote 
of Marlborough in a dawn raid 
Tuesday after be failed to comply 
with a court order to surrender 
his passport following a mainfe 
nance dispute with bis estranged 
wife. Blandford was allowed to 
go free after explaining to the 
court that the document had bee? 
stolen and agreeing not to seek a 
new one while a travel ban was 
still in force. But police quickly, 
arrested him again and took trim 
m for questioning after a f r e e - 
lance photographer claimed the 
aristocract assaulted him with a 
belt buckle. • ?' 


Romanian princess^ 
accepts libel 
damages 


LONDON (AP) — A Romania* 
princess accepted apologies and - 
payment from a London new£ 
paper that erroneously reported 
she had a lesbian lover and tod . 
dated the son of former Rom* 
ntan dictator Ntcoiae Ceausesca 
London's Evening Standard 


coart that the allegations oboe? 
Princess Margarita, 43, man aith 
de written last August were felsev 
Roderick Dadak, represeritidl 
the publisher Associated NSW* 
papers, said the Evenibc Stan- 


prominent apology the day .sM ' 
the article appeared and- fed- 
agreed to pay the princess 
stantiai damages. The amourft'# 
those damages, which ila.p&r 
cess said she would donate » 
chanty, were not disclosed. ^ 
«« Margarita’s lawyer, Rfelwf ! 
Hartley, toM the court that aBtto 
aUc 8 at *oos were untrue andjrifc 
““sedthe prince®, the tidal 
°f Romania’s former.- 
King Michael, great distress, - 


; ; 





